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LYMAN BEECHES, D. D. 

To you I owe more tlian to any other liying being. In 
childhood, you were my Parent; in later life, my Teacher; 
in manhood, my Companion. To your affectionate irigflance 
I owe my principles, my knowledge, and that I am a Min- 
ister of the Grospel of Christ. For whatever profit they derive 
^Tom this little Book, the young will be indebted to you. 
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PREFACE. 



Haying watched the oouises of those who seduce the young— 
their arts, their hlandishmeats, their pretences ; having wit- 
nessed the beginning and eonsuinniation of min, ahnoet in the 
same jear, of many young men, naturally well disposed, whose 
downfall began with the appearances of innocence ; I felt an 
earnest desire, if I could, to raise the suspicion of the young^ 
and to direct their reason to the arts by whidi they are, with 
such fiicility, destroyed. 

I ask every tovno man who may read this book, not to 
submit his judgment to mine, not to hate because I denounce, 
nor blindly to follow me; but to weigh my reasons, that he 
may form his own judgment. I only claim the place of a com- 
panion ; and that I may gain his ear, I have sought to present 
truth in those forms which best please the young ; and though 
I am not without hope of satisfying the aged and the wise, my 
whole thought has been to carry with me the inidUgent sympathy 

of TOUNS MEN." 
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P B E F A C E 

TO THE SEOOND EDITION. 



It 18 proper to lemark, that many of the stafeementB m these 
Lectuies, ivhich may $eem severe, or overdrawn, in New £ng« 
knd, are literally true in the West. iBsensibiltty to pablie 
indebtedness, gambling among the members of the Bar, the 
ignoble arts of Politicians, — ^I know not if such things aie Ibmid 
at the East, — but witldn one year psst an edition of three 
thousand copies of these Lectures has been distribnted thioogh 
the West, and it has been generally noticed in the papers, 
and I have never heard objections from any quarter, that the 
canvass has been too strongly colored. 
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EXTRACTS FROM NOTICES OP FIRST EDITION- 



OPINIONS OP DISTINGUISHED LITERARY MEN. 

[From Wm. H. McGuflejr, Piofeaaor at Woodward Gollego, CinciaiuAi, Ohio.] 

<< Mr. Beecher sketches character with a masterly hand ; and the 

Id, as well as the young, must bear witness to the truth and fidelity 

of his portraits. I would recommend the book to the especial atten- - 

tion of those for whom it was designed, and hope that the patronage 

extended to this may encourage the author to make other efforts 

through the press, for the promotion of enlightened patriotism and 

sound morals." 

[From D. H. Allen, ProftaMr at Lana Seminary, Cinciomai, Ohio.] 
<< We have a variety of books designed for young men, but I know 
o( none worth half as much as this. It will be sure to be read, and 
if read, will not be easily forgotten ; and the young man who reads 
and remembers it, will always have before him a vivid picture of the 
snares and pitfalls to which he is exposed. Every youth should pos- 
sess it. Every father should place it in the hands of his sons. It should 
he in every Sabbath School Library, on board every Steam-boat^ in every 
Hotdf and wherever young men spend a leisure hour." 

[From Dr. A. Wylie, President of the Indiana University, at Btooniingtoii.] 
" The indignant rebukes which the author deals out against that 
spirit of licentiousness which shows itself in those frivolous works 
which he mentions, and which are corrupting the taste as well as 
the morals of our youth, have my warmest approbation. That the 
genius and wit of Addison himself should be set aside for the trash 
of such works is lamentable : it is ominoas. 

" The warnings which Mr. Beecher has given on the subject of 
amusements are greatly needed: and his satire on that of <repu* 
diation,' no less. 

'< In short the book deserves a place on the shelf of ev«ry house- 
holder in the land, to be read by the old as well as the yoonfi;/' 



Digitized 



by Google 



8 NOYICES OF THE 

(Prom Dr. C. White, President of Wabash College, Crawfordtrltte, Indlaiuk] 
^<Reir. H. W. Beecher's Lectures follow a long series of elabontv 
and able works addressed to young men by some of oar best wri- 
ters. It is no small merit of this production that it is not leas 
instructive and impressive than the best of those which have prece* 
ded it, at the same time that it is totally unlike them all. Mr. 
Beecher has given to young men most important warnings, and 
most valuable advice with unusual fidelity and effect. Avoiding 
4he abstract and formal, he has pointed out to the young the evils 
uod advantages which surround them, with so much reality and 
vividness, that we almost forget we are reading a book instead of 
looking personally into the interior scenes of a living and breathing 
community. These lectures will bear to be read often." 

[From Hon. John McLean, Judge of the Supreme Court of tlie Onited States.] 
" I know of no work so admirably calculated, if read with atten- 
tion, to lead young men to correctness of thought and action, and I 
earnestly recommend it to the study of every young man who desires 
to become eminently respectable and useful." 

[From E. W. Sebon, General Agent Am. Bible Society for the West] 
« The intention of the author is well preserved throughout this 
volume. We commend the book for its boldness and originality of 
thought and independence of expression. The young men of our 
country cannot too highly appreciate the efforts of one who has thus 
nobly and affectionately labored for their good." 

(From James H. Perkins, Pastor of the XJniUuian Church, Cincinnati, Ohio.] 
"I have read Mr. Henry W, Beecher's lectures to young men 
with a great deal of pleasure. They appear to me to contain advice 
•better adapted to our country than can be found in any similar work with 
which lam acquainted; and this advice is presented in a style far 
better calculated than that common to the pulpit, to attract and 
please the young. I should certainly recommend the volume to any 
young man of my acquaintance as worthy of frequent perusal, and 
trust our American pulpit may produce many others as pleasing 
and practical." 

[From T. R. Creasy, Pastor of the First Baptist Church, Cincionali, Gb\o.} 
<< There is so much ignorance among good men in general, in all 
our cities and large towns, of the astonishing prevalence of vice, esp«h 
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FIRST BDmON. 9 

dally^ of IkentMNisiiess and of its procnring causes ; and then Is 
such m fUse delicacy on the part of those who know these things, to 
hdd them up to the gaze of the imsospeeting, that this book wiil 
not pass for its real worth. Bat it is a valnable work. It speaks 
the trath in all plainness, h Amdd be in every familf library; every 
yoong man shpold first read and then study it." 

tFrom J. Bbmchtid, Pattor of tha Fifth Pcwbyterlan Church, CineinnaU, Ohio.I 
"The book is both pleasing and profitable: filled with yvvH 
sketches and delineations of vice ; weighty instmctions, pithy senti- 
ments, delicate turns of thought, and playfnl sallies of hnmor ; and 
in style and matter is admirably adapted to the tastes and wants of 
the class for whom it is written." 

{From T. A. Mills, PMtor of the Third Prasbjterian Church, Cincinnati, Ohio.] 
<'The matter of this work is excellent and the style striking and 
attractive. The dangers of young men are vividly portrayed, and 
much moral instruction given. Many of the popular errors of the 
present day are handled as they deserve. No young man can read 
the book attentively without profit, and its perusal would prove 
advantageous even to those who are immersed in the cares and 
business of life, h wiB need no reeommendaHtm after it beeemes 



(From 8. W. L/nde, Piwtor of the Ninth Street Baptiat Church, ancinnati, Ohio.] 
"The Lectures to Young Men, by H. W. Beecher, appear to be 
well adapted to usefulness, and worthy of an extensive dradationV 

[From the IndlMi»8ua* JawML) 

<< We have no doubt that these Lectures, as read, will prodaoe a 
powerful impression. • « • • ♦ 

"The pictures which glow from the hand of the artist arrest 
the eye, (so admirable is the style and arrangement,} nor will the 
interest once aroused slacken, until the whole sketch shall be con* 
templafed. And the efiect of the sketch, — ^like that of a visit to the 
dens c£ iniquity shorn of their blandishments, — cannot fail to be of 
the most wholesome admonitory character.*' 

(From the Daily Cincinnati Gasette.] 
"To find anything new or peculiar in a work of this kind, now- 
a-days, would indeed be strange. In this respect we were agreeably 
fvprised in kwking over the book before us. The subjects, thougjit 
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10 NOTICES OF THS FIRST EDITION. 

manj of them aie common-place, are importaDt and handled in a 
masterljr manner. The aiUhor shows himself aflqnainted with the 
world, and with human natorei in all its varying phases. He writes 
as one who has learned the dangers and temptations that beset the 
young, from personal observation, and not from hearsay." 

[From the Ohio Stata Journal, Golnmbaa, Ohio.) 
<< The garb in which the author presents his subjects, makes them 
exceedingly attracuve, and must make his Lectures very popular, 
when the public shall become acquainted with them. When deity- 
erod, it was not the design of the accomplished author to publish 
them ; but at the earnest solicitation iji a number of prominent cit- 
izens of Indiana, who were convinced that they would have a highly 
beneficial influence in arresting the progress of vice and immorality, 
he prepared them for the press, and they are now published in a 
cheap and neat form ; the typography being highly creditable to the 
Western press." 

[From the Baptist Cross and Journal, Columbus, Ohio.] 
«It is an excellent book, and should be in the hands of every 
young man, and of many parents. But few of those who are. 
anxious to place their sons in large towns and cities, are aware of 
the temptations which beset them there, or of the many sons thus 
placed, who are unable to withstand these temptations. . This work 
will open their eyes, and place them on their guard. It is written in 
a popular, captivating style, and is neatly printed. It goes right at 
the besetting sins of the age, and handles them without gloves. It 
ought to be extensively circulated." 

[From the Cincinnati Dailj Herald.] 
«Mr. Beecher looks at thmgs in his own way, and utters his 
thoughts in his own style. His conceptions are strong, his speech 
direct and to the point. The work is worthy of anybody's perusal. 
« One thing more before we leave this book. It is entirely prac- 
tical, and specially appropriate to the times — and its views, so far as 
we can speak from oar own perusal, are just, and very forcible." 

[From the Louisville Journal.] 
« It is the most valuable addition to our didactic literature that 
has been made for many years. I/Ct all get it and read it care- 
fully." 
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IITERART NOTICES TO THE THIRD EDITION. 



[From the Olire Branch ] 
''Besohbr's Lectures to Yeuna Men. — ^One ef the most nble, 
interesting and r^eally useful works for young men is the volume of 
lectures addressed to them, by Henry Ward Beecher. Every young 
man should have a copy of it. The second edition is now before 
the public, published by John P. Jewett 6c Co., Salem." 

{From the New York Commercial Adrertleer.] 
"We have jeceived < Lectures to Young Men on Important Sub- 
jects/ by the Bev. H. W. Beecher, the second edition of a work that 
has already effected much good, and, we trust, is destined to achieve 
still more. The subjects are practical, such as concern all young 
men especially at the present day. The sentiments of the writer 
are put forth with much conciseness and vigor of style, for Mr. 
Beecher writes like one in earnest. We could wish that every 
young man had the book put into his hands — especially every youth 
whose avocation or choice may lead him to reside in any of the 
larger cities of the Union." 

[From the Christian Ofaserrer, Philadelphia.] 
"Beecber's Lectures to Young Men. — This is a new edition 
of an approved and excellent book, which it affords us pleasuse to 
recommend to young men in every part xti the <XHintry. The 
author's thoughts, style, and manner, are his own 4 and his vivid 
sketches of the evils and advantages which surround the young, are 
Teplete with important counsels and valuable instruction." 

[Frpm the Christian Mirror, Portland, Maine.] 
"We have read the whole, and do not hesitate to endorse the 
strong recommendations of Western Presidents and Professors of 
Colleges, Judge McLean, and numerous clcrgjrmen, Presbyterians, 
Baptists, and Unitarians. Professor Allen, of Lane Seminary, 
* knows of no book designed for young men worth half so much as 
this.* President Wylie says, it 'deserves a place on the shelf of 
every household in the land.' President White says, *it is not less 
instructive than the best of those which have preceded it, at the 
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12 NOTICES OF THE 

same time that it is totally imlike them all.' Jadge McLeaa 
' knows of no work so admirably calctilated to lead young men to 
correctness of thought and action.' We might copy other testimo- 
nies agreeing with these, bat it is not necessary. Characters and 
qualities, whether for warning or imitation, are drawn with uncom- 
mon graphic power and justness of delineation, as any one may 
satisfy himself who will turn to <th€ picture gallery,' and survey 
the full length portraits of the Wit, the Hamorist, the Cynic, the 
Libertine, the Demagogue, and the Party-man. Would that every 
£Eunily might procure and peruse it." 

[From the Christian Cltisen.] 

"Lectures to YorNo Men — By Henry Ward Beecher. This 
IS a volume of good strong Saxon thoughts, which no young man 
can read without thinking the like. The author talks right into the 
avocations of every-4ay life, as if he had been there himself, and 
were not dealing in kid glove theories of life and duty. Young 
men, you had better buy that book -, it costs but little, and it will be 
worth a hundred dollars a year to you if yon read it in the right 
way.' 

Highly recommendatory notices appeared in the New York Evan- 
gelist, New York Observer, Christian World, Christian Registeri 
Christian Watchman, &c., dec. We have not the papers to copy 
them from. 

[From the Chrtettan Belfoctor, Boitoa.] 

"This is a < young man's manual,' to the purpose. It treats of 
the most important subjects, with simple directness, and yet with the 
hand of a master. There are thousands of young men in Boston 
who would read it with profit und interest, and not a few whom its 
perusal might save from ' the yawning gulf of corruption and min.* 
This is the second edition of a work first published at Cincinnati, 
and already honored with the cordial approbation of many distin- 
gtti^ed men. It is a handsomely printed volume of moderate size, 
pages 250. Mr. Beecher dedicates the work to his honored father, 
Lyman Beecher, D. D. Let every young man secure this book, and 
nad it." 

[From the Portland Transcript.] 
u Bbecsbr's Lbotuexs to Youno Mbn . — ^In handling his snbjects 
the author has a peculiar style. There is a freshness and originality 
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■boat it tfaftt at once arrests attentioii. He writea -with an nng^ored 
band, — ^presents truth, as truth should be presented, — ^naJsed. What- 
ever there is beamiful, whaterer hideous about her, there she stands, 
a mark for all to gaze at. We have vices enough in New England 
which need rebuking and reforming. There are none so Tirtuoua 
who may not be profited by these lectures. They are addressed to 
the young men particularly, yet the aged may glean from them 
many a useful lessen. We commend the wmrk heartUy to all. It is 
not a dry, abstract treatise on morals ; but highly practical through- 
out. The pictures presented are life-like,— flesh and blood portraits. 
The illustrations are apt and happy, while an occasional vein of 
humor comes in as a very agreeable seasoning. The author writes 
like one in earnest, like one who feels the importance of ike duty he 
has assumed. A better work for the young we have rarely read.'' 

[From the Daily Erening Transcript, Booton.] 
"These Lectures abound in important and impressive truths, 
expressed in dear and pungent language. Mr. Beecher's style is 
remarkable for compactness and forcibleness. He occasionally 
thunders and lightens, but it is to arouse young men to the dangers 
to which they are exposed. There is a freshness and vivacity about 
his thoughts and language which must interest as well as instruct 
and warn the young. We would that every young man in our 
city,— -yea, in our country,— had a copy of these lectures in his hands. 
They can scarcely fail to interest every intelligent reader, nor to 
benefit every young man not lost to a sense of duty, not blind to 
danger, not in love with vice." 

[From tbe Advocate of Moral Befoim, New York.] 
"Bischbr's Lbctubbs to Yowsa Men.— Wherever this book is 
known, it is regarded of superlative worth. In our judgment no 
young man should enter upon city Ufe without it. Employers, both 
in city and country, should place it in the hands of their clerks and 
apprentices. Fathers should give it to their sons, and sons i^ould 
keep it next their Bibles, aad engrave its precepts upon their hearts. 
We are glad to learn, that, although so recently published, it has 
passed to a UUrd editum, and the demand for it is increasing." 
[From the Cong. Journal, Ooocord, N. H.] 
** The writer draws his sketches with the hand of a master, and 
entering upon his work with a hearty interest in the young, for 

2 
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. )!• writes it, he maKes Octal £m1 tiuit he is honest snd in 
eanest. While the book is Bot mntiiig in serionsMsSy it has the. 
chaan of Tazietf ; and tibovgh it eacQiifages stem seligioas aad, 
aMM«l pxineiples, the pctuies drawn ia it aie so vivid, that it will b^ 
leaA W3th the interest of an ingensons work of iction* Every iJEUber. 
dKidd pot it in his ftmil/.'' 

Taluable notiees hafve afipeared in most of the ffupen m Ncfw 
England tatd New York state, too nvmeioas to eopf . 
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LECTUBE I. 



Give us this da/ our dailj bread. MaU. Ti. il. 

*tfdB we commanded you, that if any would not work, neither shoold he 
•eat. For we hear that there are some who wvIkaaMi^yMidiaorderiy, 
working not at all, but are busybodies. Now them that are such we 
eoDUBand and exhort by our Lord Jesus Christ, that with qwetMSs 
tiwy work, and eat their own faiewt 2 These. iiL 10, 12. 

Tbis bread which vre solicit of God, he gives us 
'^rongh our own industry. Prayer sows -it, and 
Industry reaps it 

As Industry is habitual activity in some ttsefol 
pursuit, so, not only inactivity, but also all efforts 
without the derign of usefulness, are of die nature 
of Idleness. The supine sluggard is no more indo- 
lent than the bustling do-nothing. Men may walk 
much, and read mudi, and talk much, and pass tbe 
day without an unoccupied moment, and yet be sub- 
stantially idle; because Industry vequijies, at least, 
tfie intuition of usefulness. But gadding, gazmg, 
lounging, mere pleasure-mcmgering, reading for the 
leHef of ennuij — these are as useless as ^deeping, or 
dozing, or the stupidity of a surfisit 
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16 IMBCrSTBY AND 

There are many grades of idleness ; and reins of 
It run through the most industrious life. We shall 
indulge in some descriptions of the various classes of 
idlers, and leave the reader to judge, if he be an 
indolent man, to which class he belongs. 

1. The lazy-man. He is of a very ancient pedi- 
gree ; for his family is minutely described by Solo- 
mon: HtnJD long win thou sleep, O sluggard? when 
wilt thou awake out of sleep ? This is the language 
of impatience; the speaker has been trjring to 
awaken him — ^pulling, pushing, rolling him over, and 
shouting in his ear; but all to no purpose. He solil- 
oquizes, whether it is possible for the man ever to 
wake up ! At length, the sleeper drawls out a doz- 
ing petition to be let alone : '^ Y^ a little sleepj a Httk 
slumber J a little folding of the hands to sleep f^ and 
the last words confusedly break into a snore, — that 
somnolent lullaby of repose. Long ago the birds 
have finished their matins, the sun has advanced 
fiill high, the dew has gone from the grass^ and the 
labors of Industry are far in progress, when our 
sluggard, awakened by his very efforts to maintain 
sleep, slQwly emerges to perform Ufe's great duty of 
feeding — ^with him, second only in importance to 
sleep. And now, well rested, and suitably nour- 
ished, surely he will abound in labor. Nay, the slug-' 
gard will not plough by reason of the cold. It is yet 
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eaily spn^gi there is ice in the north; and the winds 
are hearty : his tender skin shrinks from exposyr^, 
and he waits for milder days^-^envying the residente 
of tropieal cUmates^ where cold never copies, and 
harvests wave spontaneously. He is valiant at 
pleepiag and at Ihe trencher ,* hut for other cpura^y 
the sUdbful p^m s^ith^ ih^e is ^ Kon vnthout; IsAqll 
be slain in ^he street. He has not been out to see; 
bu]t he heard a noise, and resolutely betakes himself 
.to piudenc^. jUfifleruso thriving; a meager, so alert 
in the morning, ^ busy through the day, and |sk> 
enterprising; ?(ve might antipipate the thrift of his 
hiid>^4x?'- Iwe^t by thefM of the dothftd anifi 
bjifhfi vi^uywd of the man void of und&rstanding ; 
andlfil Uwa9 fUf^oum over with thorns^ and nei- 
iles kad e^v^ed the fooe^of it^ and its 9ione wall, teas 
broken daufn. To comidete the picture, (mly one 
thing m<»e is wajnted, — ^a description of his house,rr- 
a^d theii we i^puld have, at one view, the lazy* 
^man, his ^rm, an4 house. Solomon has given us 
th?it aJb$K> : J^y ^wch sU^ftUness the building decqj/^ 
iBih; at^ through idleness qf the hands the hou^e 
droppeth through. Let all this be put together, and 
possibly some reader may find an unpleasant resen;i- 
bl4U(;e to hi^ owii a^airfL 

:He sleeps long an^ late, he wakes to stupidity, 
with indolent eyes sleepily rolling over neglected 
2* 
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18 INDUSTBT AND 

Vork; neglected because it is too cold in spring, and 
too hot in summer, and too laborious at all times, — 
a great coward in danger, and therefore very blus- 
tering in safety. His lands run to waste, his fences 
are dilapidated, his crops chiefly of weeds and bram- 
bles; a shattered house, the side leaning over as if 
wishing, like its owner, to lie down to sleep; the 
chimney tumbling down, the roof breaking in, with 
moss and grass sprouting in its crevices; the well 
without pump or windlass, a trap for their children. 
This is the very castle of Indolence. 

2. Another idler as useless, but vastly more active 
than the last, attends closely to every one's busi- 
ness, except his own. His wife earns the children's 
bread, and his; procures her own raiment and his; 
she procures die wood; she procures the water, 
while he, with hands in his pocket, is busy watch- 
ing the building of a neighbor's bam ; or advising 
another how to trim and train his vines ; or he has 
heard of sickness in a friend's family, and is there, 
to suggest a hundred cures, and to do everything 
but to help ; he is a spectator of shooting-matches, 
a stickier for a ring and fair play at every fight He 
knows all the stories of aU the families that live in 
the town. If he can catch a stranger at the tavern 
in a rainy day, he pours out a strain of information, 
a pattering of words, as thick as the rain-drops out 
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of doors. He has good advice to everybody, how 
to save, how to make money, how to do every- 
thing; he can tell the saddler about his trade, he 
gives advice to the smith about his work, and goes 
over with him when it is forged to see the carriage- 
maker put it on, suggests improvements, advises this 
paint or that varnish, criticises the finish, or praises 
the trimmings. He is a violent reader of newspa- 
pers, almanacs, and receipt books ; and with scraps 
of history and mutilated anecdotes, he faces the very 
school master, and gives up only to the volubility of 
the oily village lawyer, — ^few have the hardihood to 
match him. 

And thus every day he bustles through his multi- 
farious idleness, and completes his circle of visits, as 
regularly as the pointers of a clock visit each figure 
on the dial plate ; but alas ! the clock forever tells 
man the useful lesson of time passing steadily away, 
and returning never; but what useful thing do these 
busy buzzing idlers perform? 

3. We introduce another idler. He follows no 
vocation; he only follows those who do. Some- 
times he sweeps along the streets, with consequen- 
tial gait; sometimes perfumes it with wasted odors 
of tobacco. He also haunts sunny beaches, ch: breezy 
piazzas. His business is to see; his desire to be 
seen, and no one fails to see him, — ^so gaudily 
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dnttsedy lus hM ailtiiig adMt iqpoii a ^depieas 9f 
faiury Mke a iurd half ^{t9jrt}9d£c(m i^ n«Qt, and every 
Ihread ^rrasgod io pioyoke aQ^nlj^. He i^ a mail 
of honor; not that he ke^Hs hi9 word or ^bri^ka 
£rom OBteaimeffs. He defrauds hi9 lawidre^y ^ 
tailor, aod bis laadlord* He drinks aad saoaokes ajt 
ii^er xoemls expenae. He gamhleis aod jrvears, mi 
^g^ls-^T^benlteisrtoo dnu^ to he a&aid; hl^t «ti^ 
l3ye 18 aimem of iiouor, fi>r he has whi^k^rs a^d loo]s^ 
^eree, iree^s muataohios and aaySi ^^upw n^ hamr.^ 

13iu8 he appears by day; 1^ laig^ he doe$ ^<)t 
appear; he may be dimly seen flitting; his vo^ 
4aiay he hoaard loud in the o^jrou^al <^ so^te refeotion 
dceUar, lOr abo^e ifche sougs aud up^roo^ of a I^idmg|]^ 
•jBtum, aitd:home daggering. 

3I 39ie ne3:t of th^ il^tb^rhood excites our pi^. 
^ begm life:moi^ Ariftily ; for his rising family bfi 
was gathering an ample subsistence; but, inyolyefl 
in other men's aflfairs, he went down in their ruii^. 
Xiate in life he begins oaice more, and at length just 
isecure of an eaay competence, his ruin is compassed 
-again. He sits down quietly under it^ complains 
of no one, envies no one, refuseth the cup, and is 
evai more pure in morales, than in better dayi^. 
He moves on from day to day, as one who waU&s 
under a spell^ — ^it is the spell of despondeucy, whicji 
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Doibing can disendiaBt or arbiis6. He nether seeks 
work nor lefhses it He wanders among men a 
dreaming gazer, poorly clad, always kind, always 
irresolute, a>le to plan nothing fcnr himself, nor to 
execute what others have planned for him. He 
lives and he dies a discouraged man, and the most 
harmless and excusable of all idlers. 

6. I have not mentioned the fiBtdiionaUe idlev, 
whose riches defeat every object for which God gavB 
him birtfi. He has a fine form, and manly beauty, 
and the ehief end of life is to disjday them. With 
notable diligence he ransacks the market for rare 
and curious fabrics, for costly seals, and chains, and 
lings. A coat poorly fitted is the unpardonable sin 
of his creed. He meditates upon cravats, em|doys 
a jMrctfound discrinunation in selecting a hat, or a 
vest, and adopts his conclusions upon the tastefiiK- 
ness of a button or a collar, with the deliberatm 
of a statesman. Thus caparisoned, he saunters in 
fashionable galleries, or flaunts in stylish equipage, 
or parades the streets with simpering belies, or de- 
lights their itching ears with compliments c^ flattery, 
or with choicely culled scandal. He is a reader of 
fictions, if they be not too substantial ; a writer of 
cards and billet-doux, and is especially conspicuous 
in albums. Gay and frivolous, rich and useless, 
polidied till the enamel is worn off, his whole life 
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flenres onty to make him an animated pdppet of 
pleatore. He is as cormpt in imaginatioa as he & 
refined in manners; he is as sdfiih in prirafe as he 
is generous in public; and even what he gives tb 
another, is given £>r his own siJto. He WorAipb 
where faduon worships, to^y at the th^tre, to- 
mcnrrow at the church, as either exhibhs the whitest 
hand, or the most polished actor. A gaudy, active 
and indotent butterfly, he fluttets without industry 
from flo w^ to flower, until summer. closeS) and fitosis 
iting him, and he sinks down and dies, unlhonght ief 
'Vad unremembered. 

6. One other portrait sbocrid be drawn of a bu(^ 
ness man, who widies to subsist by his oecupatk^ 
while he attends to er^rything ^se. If & ^sporting 
elub goes to the woods, he must ga He has set his 
fiue in every hole in the river, and dozed In tt 
Slimmer day under every tree along its baidc He 
rejoices in a riding party— *a deigh-ride-^a stmimer- 
fiolic — ^a winter's glee. He is everybody's friend — 
universally good-natured,— forever busy where it 
will do him no good, and remiss where his interests 
require activity. He takes amusemtet for bis main 
busmess, whidi other men employ as a relaxaticm ; 
and the serious labor of life, wl^ch other men are 
mainly employed in, he knows only as a relaxation. 
After a few years he fails, his good natme is some- 
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^biipg ek|iclB4, «^ a|t age sobers his buoyancy, 
ffitboBt i^paiprmg tus profitless habits, he soon smk» 
tp<% lower gmde of laajp^ess, wd to ruiiL 

It woal4 be eady^ to describe the wiles <^ idla^ 
lifeups — how it <^e0p6 up<;H» men, how secretly it min-* 
^L9B wif]^ itb^ir pmsuits, how much tim^ it puiioii^^ 
from the scholar, from the professional man, an^ 
fiai^ the s^tism. It steals, minutes, it clips off the 
fdges ^f l^xv^ ftnd at length takes possession of 
49Y^ Wh^ve it has its wiU, it sinks and drowns 
^mgififufm^l ^ where necessity, or ambitioD, or 
^^ty imists si^h Yiplence, thea indolence makes 
U^r J^fayy; <|fattfia» the attentiop; puts us to ous 
^mks^^ wkh '^f^^BLydmnfT thoughts, with irresolute pur- 
-pgm, w4 with dreamy visicHfis. rnius wh^i it may, 
it tlwpis^ ox^t hpuni and niles over them; and where 
thifi^ may pot ^ it lurks around Hiem to imjpede the 
^way o( industry) and tuxn her seeming toils to 
subtle ^^ew AgaiSiSt so mischieTpus an enchai^ 
iefl% w« fbould be duly armed. I ^shall, thereforei 
49M«ibe the advantages of Industry , and the evils of 
Iil4<^^ce- 

I. ^ hearty Industry promcHes happiness. Some 
mftt of the greittest industry are unhappy from infer 
lifii^ of 4iw<>8ition; ihey are morose, or suspiciousi 
Of ^Yi^^s• Such qualities make hajpiness imposr 
ip]|le u]»4er fi^iy cireumatances. 
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Health is the platform on which all happineM 
must be built. Good appetite, good digestion, and 
good sleep, are the elements of health, and Industry 
confers them. As use polishes metals, so labor the 
faculties, until the body performs its imimpeded 
functions with elastic cheerfulness and hearty wjoy- 
ment. 

Buoyant spirits are an element of happiness,- ami 
activity produces them; but they fly away from 
sriuggishness, as fixed air from op^a wine. Men's 
spirits are like water, which sparkles wlien it runs; 
but stagnates in still pools, and is mantled with 
green, and breeds corruption and fllth. The ap- 
plause of conscience, the sdf-respect of pride, the 
consciousness of independence^ a manly joy of use-^ 
fulness, the consent of every faculty of the mind to 
one's occupation, and their gratification in it— ^tibese 
constitute a happiness superior to the fever-flashes 
of vice in its brightest moments. Alter an expe- 
rience of ages, which has taught nothing from this, 
men should have learned, that satisfaction is not the 
product of excess, or of indolence, or of riches ; but 
of industry, temperance, and usefulness. Every 
village has instances which ought to teach young 
men, that he, who goes aside from the simplicity of 
nature, and the purity of virtue, to wallow in ex- 
cesses, carousals, and surfeits, at length misses &e 
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tfmiid of hifl life ; and siukiog with aliatteifd body 
piematuiely to a dishonored grave, mouras that he 
mistook exhilaration for satiaiaction, and abandoned 
.the very home of hajy^iiness, wh^i he forsei^ the 
labors of ^useful Industry. 

The poor man with Industry, is hapj^er than the 
rich man in Idleness ; for labor makes thecoie m^e 
manly, and riches immans the oiher. The sla^Dieis 
often happier than the master, who is nearer un- 
done by hoense dian his vassal by tdl. Luxurious 
couches — ^plushy carpets irom oriented looms — fH" 
lows of eider-idown-H^arriages contrived with <3usb- 
ions and sfoings to make moticm impeie^tible,**-ii 
Jthe indent master of these as happy as the slave 
that wove the caipet, the Indian who hunted the 
northern floek, or the servant who drives the pun«> 
pered steeds? Let those who envy the jgay revels 
of city i^ers, ^axxi pine for their masquerades, 4heir 
routs, and their operas, experience for a <week Ae 
lassitude of their satiety, the imarousable 4c»3)(Mr of 
their life when not under a fiery stimulus, theiriGks- 
petate smtiii, and restless somnoiency, Ihey would 
gladly flee from their haunts as from a land of -cursed 
enchantment 

2. Industry is the par^it of thrift In Ae ov«ar- 
burdened states of Europe, the severest tdl often 
imly suffices to make life a wretched vacillation he* 
3 
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tween food and famine ; but in America, Industry is 
prosperity. 

Although God has stored the world with an end* 
less variety of riches for man's wants, he has made 
them all accessible only to Industry. The food 
we eat, the raiment which covers us, the house 
which protects, must be secured by diligence. To 
tempt man yet more to Industry, every product of 
the earth has a susceptibility of improvement; so 
that man not cnly obtains the gifts of nature at the 
price of labor, but these gifts become more precious 
as we bestow upon them greater skill and cultiva^ 
tion. The wheat and maize which crown our ample 
fields, were food fit but for birds, before man per- 
fected them by labor. The fruits of the forest and 
the hedge, scarcely tempting to the extremest hun- 
ger, after skill has dealt with them and transplanted 
them to the orchard and the garden, allure every 
sense with the richest colors, odors, and flavors. 
The world is full of germs which man is set to 
develop; and there is scarcely an assignable limit, 
to which the hand of skill and labor may not bear 
the powers of nature. 

The scheming speculations of the last ten years 
have produced an aversion among the young to the 
slow accumulations of ordinary Industry, and fired 
them with a conviction that shrewdness, cunning, 
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and bold rentuies, are a more manly way to wealth. 
There is a swarm of men, bred in the heats of ad- 
Tenturous times, whose thoughts scorn pence and 
£urthings, and who hmnble th^nselves to speak of 
dollars^ — hundreds and ihovsands are their words. 
They are men of great operations. Forty thousand 
dollars is a moderate profit of a single speculation. 
They mean to own the Bank ; and to look down, h 
before they die, upon Astor said Girard. The young 
fanner becomes almost ashamed to meet his school- 
mate, whose stores line whole streets, whose stocks 
are in every bank and company, and whose increas-. 
ing money is already w^U nigh inestimable. But 
if the butterfly derides the bee in summer, he was 
nerer known to do it in the lowering days of 
autumn. 

Every few years, Commerce has its earthquakes, 
and the tall and toppling warehouses which haste 
ran up, are first shaken down. The hearts of men 
£Biil them for fear; and the suddenly rich, made 
more suddenly poor, fill the land with their loud 
laments. But nothing strsoige has happened. When 
the whole story of commercial disasters is told, it 
is cMily found out that they, who slowly amassed 
the gains of useful Industry, built upon a rock ; 
and ihey, who flung together the imaginary mil- 
lions of commercial speculations, built upon the 
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aaiid. Whmi times gsew dark, and the -wmiSm 
came, and the floods descended and beat. i;^n tfiem 
both — the lodk sustained the one, and Ihe shiftmg^ 
sand let down the other. If a young man has no 
higher ambition in Ufe than riches, Industry — ^plain, 
mgged, brown-faced, homely clad, oldi-fftshioned In*- 
dustry, must be courted* Young men are pressed 
with a most unprofitable haste. They widi to reap 
b^m they have plougised or sewn. Everything is 
driving at such a rate, thai they have become giddy^ 
Laborious^ occupations are av<>ided. Money is to 
be earned in genteel leisure, with the help of fine 
elo&es, and by the soft seducti<xis of smooth haii» 
and luxuriant whisk^rs^ 

Pasents, equally wild, foster the delusion* Shalt 
the promising lad be apprenticed to his uncle, the 
Macksmith? The sisters think the blacksmith so 
very smutty; the mother shrinks firom the ungen- 
tiMty of his swarthy labor ; the father, weighing the 
matter pmdentially deeper, finds that a whole life 
had been spent in earning the uncle's property. 
These sagacious parents, wishing the tree to bear its 
fruit before it has ever blossomed, regard the long 
delay of industrious trades as a fatal objection to 
them. The son, then, must be a rich merchant, or a 
popular lawyer, or a broker ; and these, only as the 
openings to [^>eculation. 
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Young business men axe often educated in two 
very unthrifty species of contempt ; a contempt for 
small gains, and a contempt for hard labor. To do 
one's own errands, to wheel one's own barrow, to 
be seen with a bundle, bag, or burden, is disrepu- 
table. Men are so sharp now-a-days, that they can 
compass by their shrewd heads, what their &thers 
used to do with their heads and hands. 

3. Industry gives character and credit to the 
young. The reputable portions of society have max- 
ims of prudence, by which the young are judged 
and admitted to their good opinion. Does he regard 
his word? Is hemdtistrums? Is he economical? Is 
he free from immoral habits 7 The answer which 
a young man's conduct gives to these questions, 
settles his reception among good men. Experience 
has shown that the other good qualities of veracity, 
frugality, and modesty, are apt to be associated 
with industry. A prudent man would scarcely be 
persuaded that a listless, lounging fellow, would be 
econ(Hnical or trust-worthy. An employer would 
judge wisely, that where there was little regard for 
time, or for occupation, there would be as little, 
upon temptation, for honesty or veracity. Pilfer- 
ings of the till, and robberies, are fit deeds for idle 
clerks, and lazy apprentices. Industry and knavery 
are sometimes found associated; but men wonder 
3* 
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at It; as at a strange thmg; The epithets of society, 
which betoken its experience, are all in faror of 
Industry. Thns, the terms^ " a hard working man f 
" ah industrious man ;" ^* a laborious artisan ;" are 
employed to mean, an hanesi man; a tnisi-^crthy 
man. 

I may here, as well as anywhere, impart the 
secret of what is called good and bad hiek. There 
are men who, supposing Providence to hare an im- 
placable spite against them, bemoan in the poverty 
of a wretched old age the misfortunes of their lives. 
Luck forever ran against them, and for others. 
One, with a good profession, lost his luck in the 
river, whete he idled away his time a fishing, when 
he diiould have been in the office. Another, with a 
good trade, perpetually burnt up his luck by his hot 
temper, which provoked all his employers to leave 
him. Another, with a lucrative business, lost his 
luck by amazing diligence at ever3rthing but his 
business. Another, who steadily followed his trade, 
as steadily followed his bottle. Another, who was 
honest and constant to his work, erred by perpetual 
miqudgments ; — ^he lacked discretion. Hundreds 
lose their luck by indorsing ; by sanguine specula- 
tions ; by trusting fraudulent men ; and by dishonest 
gain*. A man never has good luck who has a bad 
wife. I never knew an early-rising, hwd-working, 
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prndent man, caie£dl of his eamingBy aud stoctly 
honeirt who complamed o£ bad luck. A good chaft- 
actezv good halib^ and iron industry, are in^ceg- 
nable to the assaults of all the ill luck that finds 
evet. dreamed o£ But when I see a tatteidemalion, 
creeping out of a grocery late in the forenooui with 
hia hands stuck into his pockets, the rim of his hat 
tamed up,.and the crown knocked in, I know he has 
had bad luck, — ^for the worst of all luck, is to be a 
ali^gard, a knsire, or a tij^ler. 

4. Industry is a. substitute for Genius. Where 
one or more faculties exist in the highest state of 
deveioionent and activity, — ^as the faculty of music 
ia Mozaitjt— imrention in Fulton, — ^ideality in Milr 
tan, — ^we call their possessor a genius. But a genius 
is tmtatty understood to be a creature of such rare 
facility of mind, that he can do anything without 
labor. According to the popular notion, he learns 
without study, and knows without learning. He is 
eloqu^it without preparation ; exact without calcu- 
lation; and profound without reflection. While 
ordinary men toil for knowledge by reading, by 
comparison, and by minute research, a gianius is sup- 
posed to receive it as the mind receives dreams. His 
mind is like a vast cathedral, through whose colored 
wmdows the sunlight streams, painting the aisles 
with the varied colors of brilliant pictures. Such 
minds may exist. 
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So far as my obsenrationB have ascertained the 
species, they ahoimd in academies, colleges, and 
Thespian societies; in village debating clubs; in 
coteries of young artists, and among young profes- 
sional aspirants. They are to be known by a 
reserved air, excessive sensitiveness, and utter indo- 
lence ; by very long hair, and very open shirt collars ; 
by the reading of much wretched poetry, and the wri- 
ting of much, yet more wretched ; by being very 
conceited, very aflfected, very disagreeable, and very 
useless: — ^beings whom no man wants for friend, 
pupil, or companion. 

The occupations of the great man, and of the 
common man, are necessarily, for the most part, the 
same ; for the business of life is made up of minute 
affairs, requiring only judgment and diligence. A 
high order of intellect is required for the discovery 
and defence of truth ; but this is an unfrequent task. 
Where the ordinary wants of life once require recon- 
dite principles, they will need the application of 
familiar truths a thousand times. Those who en- 
large the bounds of knowledge, must push out with 
bold adventure beyond the conmion walks of men. 
But only a few pioneers are needed for the largest 
armies, and a few profound men in each occupation 
may herald the advance of all the business of society. 
The vast bulk of men are required to discharge 



Digitized 



by Google 



IDLBMfiSS* ' 89 

the homely chities ef life ; and they have less need 
of genins than of intellectual Ihdustry and patient 
Enterprise. Young m^ should observe, that those 
who take the honors and emoluments of meehi^ieai 
erafls, of commerce* and of pfofes^onal life, am 
rather distinguished for a sound judgment and^ a 
dose application, than for a^briUiant genius. In tb6 
ordinary business of life, Industry can do anydiing 
which Genius can do*; and very many things wfakb 
i( cannot Genius is^ usually impatient of applicSM 
tioU) irritable^ scornful of men's diilness, squeamish 
at petty disgusts: — ^it Ioy9S a conspieuous plaoa, a 
short work, and a laiigs- reward. It huUhss tha 
sweat o{ toily the veoidXii&aB of Itfe^^ and the diiK 
burden of care. 

Industry has a fivmev musele, is less annoyed by 
defeys and repulses^ and) like water, bends itself to 
the shi^ of the soil over which it flows ; and if: 
cheeked) wiU not rest^ but accumulates, and mines a 
passage beneath, or seeks a side-race, or rises above 
and overflows the obstruction. What Genius peiw 
forms at one impulse. Industry gains by a succee- 
rion of blows. In ordinary matters they differ only 
in rapidity of execution, and are upon one level 
before men, — who see the resutt but not the process. 

It is admirable to know that those things which 
in skill, in art, and in learning, the world has been 
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unwilling to let die, have not only been the concep- 
tions of genius, but the products of toil. The mas- 
terpieces of antiquity, as well in literature, as in 
art, are known to have received their extreme finishi 
from an almost incredible continuance of labor upon 
them. I do not remember a book in all the depairt- 
ments of learning, nor a scrap in literature, nor a 
work in all the schools of art, from which its author 
has derived a permanent renown, that is not known 
to have been long and patiently elaborated. Geniiui 
needs Industry, as much as Industry needs Genius, 
If only Milton's imagination could have conceived 
his visions, his consummate industry only could 
have carved the immortal lines which enshrine 
them. If only Newton's mind could reach out to 
the secrets of Nature, even his could only do it by 
the homeliest toil. The works of Bacon are not 
midsummer-night dreams, but, like coral islands, 
they have risen from the depths of truth, and formed 
their broad surfaces above the ocean by the minutest 
accretions of persevering labor. The conceptions 
of Michael Angelo would have perished like a 
night's phantasy, had not his industry given them 
permanence. 

From enjoying the pleasant walks of Industry we 
turn reluctantly to explore the paths of Indolence. 

All degrees of Indolence incline a man to rely 
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upon others, and not upon himself; to eat their 
bread and not his own. . His carelessness is some* 
body's loss; his neglect is somebody's downfall; 
his promises are a perpetual stumbling block to all 
who trust them. If he borrows, the article remains 
borrowed; if he begs and gets, it is as the letting 
out of waters — ^no one knows when it will stop. 
He spoils your work; disappoints your expecta- 
tions; exhausts your patience; eats up your sub- 
stance ; abuses your confidence ; and hangs a dead 
weight upon all your plans ; and the very best thing 
an honest man can do with a lazy man, is to get 
rid of him. Solomon says : Bray a fool with a 
pestle, in a mortar with wheat, yet wiU not his folbf 
depart from him. He does not mention what kind 
of a fool he meant ; but as he speaks of a fool by 
preeminence, I take it for granted he meant a lazy 
man; and I am the more inclined to the opinion, 
from another expression of his experience : ^1^ vin* 
egar to the teeth, and smoke to the eyes, so is the 
sluggard to them that send him. 

Indolence is a great spendthrift. An indolently 
inclined young man, can neither m>ake nor keq9 
property. I have high authority for this : He that 
is slothful in his work, is brother to him that is a 
great waster. 

When Satan would put ordinary men to a crop 
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of QiiBchief, like a wise husbandmaiii he clears tlie 
{^uad and prepajres it for seed ; but he £nds the 
idle man already prepared, and he has . scarcely ^tbe 
tsouble of sowing ; for ^ioes, like w^eeds, ask little 
stsewing, ^KKcept what the wind gives their oripe^and 
winged seeds, shaking and scattering them .all 
abroad. Indeed, iazy men may fitly be likened to a 
tropical prairie, over whidb Ae wind of tei^ptation 
perpetually blows, drifting every vagrant seed fiom 
hedge and hill, and which — without a -moment's 
«est through all the year— *waves its rank harvest 
of luxuriant weeds. 

First, the imagination will be haunted with im<- 
lawful visitants. Upon the outskirts <i£ towns are 
shattered houses, abandoned by reputable persons. 
They aie not empty, because all the day silent; 
thieves, vagabonds and villains haunt them, in joint 
possession with rats, bats, and vermin. Such axe 
idle men's invaginations — ^fuU of unlawful company. 

The imagination is closely related to the passions, 
and fires them with its heat The day-dreams of 
indolent youth, glow each hour wiUi waimer colors, 
and bolder adventures. The imagination fashions 
scenes of enchantment, in which the passions revel ; 
and it leads them out, in shadow at first, to deeds 
which soon they will seek in earnest. The brilliant 
colors of far-away clouds, are but the colors of the 
storm; the salacious day-dream of indolent men. 
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f06f at fmt and distant, deepan every day, dbiker 
and darker, to the color of aotmi evil. Then fah' 
Iowa the bl%ht of eimy habit. Indolence promiaet 
withom sedccBung idle pledge; a mist of forgetftd*' 
tran rises up and obscures tiiA memory of vows and 
aattis. The negligence of farziness hEeedn saors 
fsdsehoods than the cmming of tlin sfaat^. As 
poverty traits tipon the. steps of Indolence, so, upon 
ancfa povetty, brood eqaiyocations, snbterfugei^ 
lying denials. Falsdibod besomes the instrameut 
of erery plan. Negligence of truth, next occasional 
falsehood, then >vanton iBcadacity,-«theae &ms 
strides trayecse the whole load of lies. 

ladidence as snvely thus to disbonesty, as to 
lyii^ Indeed, they are but difierent parts of the 
name toad, and not far apart In directing the oon<- 
4nct of the Ephesian cbUTerta, Paul says, Lei hUm 
ibai stole J stml na»fner£^ bid raiher let him^ labor^ 
working wiiA bis hcmis the thing wkkk is good 
The men who were thieves, were those who had 
ceased to woric. Industry was the road back to 
honesty. When stores are brokoi open, the idk 
ase first suspected* The desperate forgeries and 
swindiings of past years have taught men, upon 
their bcctnrrence, to inrret their anthers among the 
unemployed, or among Uiose vamiy occupied in 
Ticious pleasures. 
4 
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The terrible passion for- stealiifg rarely prowt 
upon the young, except through the necessities o£ 
their idle pleasures. . Business is firi^ neglected foir 
amusement, and amusement soon becomes die only 
business. The appetite for vicious pleasure oiit» 
mns the means of procuring it The theatre, the 
circus, tho card-table, the midnight carouse, demand 
money. When scanty earnings are gcme, the young 
inan pilfers from the till. Fivst, because he hopes 
w repay, and next, because he despairs of paying-*^ 
£cis the disgrace of stealing ten dollars or a thou* 
sand will be the same, but not their respiiotiTe 
pleasures. Next, he will gamble, since it is only 
ancHher form of stealing. Crradually excluded fijbm 
leputable society, the vagrant takes all thib faadgeH 
of vice, and is familiar. with her paths ; ackl, through 
them, toters the broad road of crime. Society pre^ 
cipitaies its lazy members, as water does its filch>; 
axid they form at the bottom, a pestilent sediment^ 
stirred up by every breeze of evil, into riots, rob* 
beriies and murders. Into it drains' all the filth, and 
out of it, as from a morass, flow all the streams of 
pollution. Brutal wretches, desperately haunted by 
Ae law, crawling in human filth, brood here their 
villain schemes, and plot mischief to man. Hither 
xesorts the truculent demagogue, to stir Up the fostid 
filth against his adversaries, or to bring up mobs out 
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^ iiBB 6ei^ wfaioh cannot rest, but casts tip mire and 
dtft 

The results of Indolence upon communities, are 
as marked as upon individuals. In a town of indus^ 
tnous people, the srtreets would be clean; housM 
neat and comfortable ; fences in repair ; school4iousefll 
ffwaiming wilh rosy-foced children, decentiy clad, 
and wett«behaTed« The laws would be respected^ 
be<iause justly administered. The church would 
be thronged with devout worshippers. The tavern 
wcnild be silent, and for the most part empty, or « 
welcome retreat for weary traveHens. Grog-seUenr 
wcndd fail, and mechanics grow rich ; labor would 
be hanotaUe, and loafing a disgrace. For musie,- 
tiie people woiild hav« the bladssmith's anvil, and 
the jeafpenter^s hammer ; and at home, the spinnings 
wheel, and girls cheerfully singing at tiieir work. 
Debts would be sridom paid, because seldom made; 
but if contracted, no grim officer would be invited Id 
the settlemeixt Town-officers would be respectable 
men, taking office reluctantly, and only for the publie 
good. Public days would be full of sports, without 
fighting ; and elections would be as elderly as wed- 
dings or funerals. 

. In a town of lazy^-men, I should expect to find 
crasy houses, shingles md weather-boards knocked 
off; doors hingeless, and all a-creak ; windows stuibd 
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Irilh mgs, hats, or piUovs* Instoad of iow«n iei 
summer,' and warmth in winter, every side of Ifaft 
iMsse would swarm with Tennin m hoi weather — 
wmi with Btarveling pigs in cold ; fesiees would he 
Wiiofiities of ktzy contrivance, and gates hwig with 
tQife»y or lying flat in the mud. Laak eattk would 
feUow every loaded wagon, sujqriicatiDg a knovoriy 
with famine in their looks. Cbydien would be 
m^ed, dirty, saucy; the sdhoid-housd estfipty; tha 
jail fidl; the (^urch sik»t; tho gro^shc^ iMHsy; 
and the carpenter, the sadder, and the hlaekfinith, 
would do their principal w<Nrk at taT^uns. Lawyem 
wmdd reign; constaUes floariflh, and hunt sneakmg 
cciBuaals;^ buriy justices, (as their inleiests might 
diiBtate,) would ecmniTe a cempromise, or make a 
CMnmitment The peace-officera would wink at 
tmwuhs, arrest rioters in fun, and drink with, them 
in good earnest Good men wxMild be oUiged to 
keep dark, and bad men would swear, fig^t, and 
tula the town. Pnbhe days would be scenes of 
oonfueioBt, and end in rows; elections would be 
dnittik»n, illegal, boisterous and brutal. 

The young abhor the last reseats of Idleness ; but 
they do not peiceive that the firsi stq^s lead to ike 
iM#. They are in the opening of this eaieer; but 
with them it is genteel leianie, not laaness; it is 
irfazation, not slodt; amusement, imt inddenoe. 
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JBut Iflumre, relaxation, and aiau^emml, wtma mm 
ought to be ttsefully wgaged, ate lodolenee* A spar 
cious Industry is t^ie worst I41^;ies9. A yooag man 
psro^ms that the first steps lead to tli« last, with 
^rerybody but himself. He sees o^ers become 
dnuUcjirds by ^80cial tipplip^^^^-^ie sips sociallyy a3 
if ^0 could not be a drunkard. He sees others be- 
4uxfm dishonest, by petty habits qI fraud ; but will 
indulge sU^ aberrations, as if he could not become 
)i^avi«]). Though othersj by lyiBg, lose all charai^ 
ter, he does not imagine that his little dalliances 
with &ls^ood will make him a liar. He knows 
that sa,lai^ious imaginations, viUsAous pictures, haor- 
lot ^uff*bozes, and illicit familiaxiti^s^ have led 
■tfaousancU to her door, whoise house is the way ip 
heBL; yet he nerer sig^ or trembles lest these things 
•ahould take him to this inevitable way of damna- 
tion 1 

In reading these strictures upon Indolm^ you 
will abhor it in others, without suspecting it in 
yoursel£ While you read, I fear you are excusmg 
yourself; you are supposing that your leisuie has 
not been lassiness^ or that, with your disposition, 
and in your circumstances, Indcdence ia harmless* 
6e not decayed ; if you are idle, you are on the 
road to ruin: aod there are &w stopj^g places upon 
it» It is rather a precipice, than a roacL While I 
4* 
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•])oint out the temptation to Indolence, scrutinisse yotfir 
toxase, and pronounce honesdy upon your risk*. ' 

1. Some are tempted to Indrfence by thefr 
wretched training, or rather, wretched want of it 
How many families are the most remiss, whose low 
condition and sufferings are the strongest induce- 
ment to Industry. The children have no inhei^ 
itance, yet never work ; no education, yet are nevelr 
sent to school. It is hard to keep their rags aromid 
them, yet none of them will earn better raiment. If 
ever there was a case when a Government should 
interfere between parent and child^ that seems to be 
the one, where children are started in life with ah 
education of vice. If, in every community, three 
things should be put together, which always worfc 
together, the front would be a grogshop, — the middte 

^Kjait, — the rear a gaHows ;— an infernal trinity ; and 
the recruits for this three-headed monster, are largely 
drafted from the lazy children of worthless parents. 

2. The children ofrich parents ale apt to be reared 
in Indolence. The ordinary motives to industry are 
wanting, and the temptations to sloth are multiplied. 
tOther men labdr to provide a support ; to amaSRs 
•wealth; to secure homage; to obtain power; to 
'multiply ttie elegant prodiictii of art. The child of 

affluence inherits these things. Why should he 
labor who may conunand universal sertice, whose 
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teoney mibeddUlses the inv6Qti<»s of art, exfaaittis 
the lururies of societj/t, and makes rarities commop 
by thdr abundance? Oi^y the blind ivoitld not 
see that riches and ruin run in one cbannd to prod- 
igal children. The most rigorous regime, the ukm^ 
confirmed industry, and steadfast morahty can alpn^ 
disarm inherited wealtii, and reduce it to a blea»- 
«ng. Tlie profligate wretcJi, who fcmdly watches 
im father'a advancing decrepitude, and secaretly 
eursiBS the lingering steps of death, (seldom too sidv 
except to hungry heirs,) at last is b^oorblessed in 
:lhe tidings that the Iolt0ring vrork is doiie-nand the 
estate his. When the golden shower has fallen, he 
rules as a priiKe in a court of expectant parasites. 
All die sluices by which pleasurable vice drains an 
estate are opened wide. A few yeais comply the 
iruin. The hopeful heir, avoided by all whom be 
has helped, ignorant of useful labor, and scorning a 
knowledge of it, fired with an incurable aj^tite £iit 
Tleious excitement, sinks steadily down, — a profli- 
gate, a wretch, a villain-scoundrel, a convicted fekm. 
Let parents who hate their o&pring rear them to 
hate labor, and to inherit riches, and before bog 
they will be stung by every vice, raeked by its 
poison, and damned by its penalty. . 

3. Another cause of Idleness is found in the secxiet 
effects of youthful indulgence. The purest pleasures 
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]ie wHbiQ tfce ciicie of wefol oewpatioou M«i9 
pleamre, — ^sot^l outeide of uaofiiliies^i-^xjfiting by 
it«elf,*-*ifl fraught inth poisoo. When its exbilap- 
^tion ha$ t]M»roughly kmdled the mind, Ih9 passioofi 
ibmoeforth rafuae n simple £9od; thc^y <arare and 
r«|Uue ao excitemeati higher thaa any ordinary 
4>ocupatiQii caxL giTe. After revening all ni^t j» 
wiaoHhreaocuiy or atmd Cbe fafioinatiioiia of tibe dance^ 
or the deoeptioQs of the dramas whai ha3 thd d<iS 
al68e,or the dirty diop, which can continue the putoa 
at Uua &Tiv-heat of delight? The face of Pleaaiixe 
to the yondifiil imagination, is the face of an a^igysly 
a patadiwi of amiles, a home of lore ; while tb^ 
ragged fiice of Industry, embrowned by toil, is doU 
and repnlsiTe : but at the end it is not i9K>, Thesp 
aie harlot oharms which Pleasure wears. At laa^ 
whm Indxuitry shall put on heir beautijEul . gn- 
mm% aad r^t in the palace which her own handa 
.have bnilt, — ^Pleasure, blotched and diseased with 
indulgence, shfOl lie down and die upon the dnng- 
hiO. 

4 Example leads to Idleness* The children of 
industrious parents at the sight of vagrant Toreas 
seeking their ^rts wherever they will, disrelish 
labor, and envy this unrestrained leisure. At the 
'first relaxation of pajrental vigilance, they shrink 
from tfaeir odious tasks* Idleness is begun when 
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labor if a borden, and iaiuadxf a bcmdagtf, and only 
idfe fdbmrtioix a pteasiire. 

The ezanqple of poUtieal men, office*aeel»r% and 
pttliliG officeis, is oof tisuafly eonduciTe to Indufltry* 
The idea mseosiUiy fiustens upon the mind^thal 
greatness and hard labor are not compsuiiona TbQ 
meKpeiiraiee of youtb imi^inea that gieat men are 
men of great leisure^ They see fhem much in {Hlb* 
lie^ often applauded, and greatly followed. How 
dingftatil^ in eontraat is the meehanie'a life; a tink* 
tamg 8faop)-*-daik and smutty, — ^is the anlj theatre 
ef his iRzploita; and labor, whiob oorera him with 
sweat and fiOs him with wearmew, brings neither 
notice nor praise. The amibkious apprentice, aig^ 
ing over his soiled hands;^ hatea hia ignoble work ;^^ 
Bei^kcting it,, he aspires to better thingSf-^plots ina 
caucus ; declaims in a bar-room ; fi^ts in a grog* 
shop; and dies in a ditch. 

5. But the Indolence begotten by irenal ambition 
xfimt not be 80 easily dropped. At those periods of 
occasional disaster whexk ^aobarrassnmiits cloud the 
&ce of commerce, and trade drags heavily, sturdy 
laborera forsake industrial occupations, and petitioa 
foe offioe. Had I a son able to gain a liyelihood by 
toil, I had rather bury him, than witness his beg- 
garly sui^licaek)ns for offioe ;— eneaking along the 
paA of men's ijassions to gain his advantage ; hoUU 
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tog in the breath of bin honest opinions ; and hrea^ 
ing feigned words of flattery to hungry ears, popular 
^t ofBeial ; and crawiing, vikr than a snake, through 
aU the unmanly courses by which ignoble wretches 
purloin the votes of the dishonest, &e drunken, and 
the vile* 

The late reverses of commerce have unseized the 
habits of thousands. Manhood seems debiHtated, 
and many sturdy yeomen are ashamed of nothing 
but labor. For a farthing-pittance of official sdary/ 
— ^for the miserable fees of a constable's office, — lop 
the parings and perquisites o{ any deputy8hip,^-4i 
hundred men in every village, rush fi>rwazd,--« 
scrambling, jostling, crowding, — each more obse^ 
quious than die other to lick the hand Aat hdds the 
omnipotent vote, or the starveling office. The most 
supide cunning gains the prize. Of the disappointed 
crowd, a few, rebuked by their sober reflections, go 
back to their honest trade, — ^ashamed and cured of 
(^ce->seeking. But the majority grumble for a day, 
then prick forth their ears, arrange their feline arts, 
and mouse again for another office. The general 
appetite for office and disrelish for industrial call-' 
ings, is a prolific source of Idleness ; and it would 
be well for the honor of young men if they were 
bred to regard office as fit only for those who have 
ckarly shown themselves able and willing to sup-» 
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poit their fiunilies wkhoiit it No office can make f 
worthless man respectable; ahd a man of integrity^, 
thrift) and religion, has name enough without badge 
Dar office. 

6. Men becolne Indolent through the reveraes of 
fortmie. Sorely, despondency is a grievous thfaig) 
and a heavy load to bear. To see disaster and 
wreck in the present, and no light in the future; but 
only stonns, lurid by the contrast of past prosperity, 
and growing darker as they advance; — ^to wear 9. 
ecoistant e:Kpectation of woe like a girdle ; to see want 
at th& door, imperiously knockmg, while there is no 
str^igth to repel, or courage to bear its t3rranny ^ 
indeed, this is dreadful enough. But there is a thing 
more dreadful. It is more dreadful if the man is 
Wrecked with his fortune. Can anything be more 
poignant in anticipation, than one's ownself, un- 
nerved, cowed down and slackened to utter pUancy, 
and helplessly drifting and driven down the troubled 
sea of life ? Of all things on earth, next to his God, 
a broken man should cUng to a courageous Industry. 
If it brings nothing back, and saves nothing, it will 
save him. To be pressed down by adversity has 
nothing in it of disgrace ; but it is disgraceful to lie 
down under it like a supple dog. Indeed, to stand 
composedly in the storm, amidst its rage and wildest 
devastations ; to let it beat over you, and roar around 
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yao, and pass by you, and leave yon undismayed,--^ 
Ais » to be a xan. Advetsity is Ae mint in whidi 
God 8tain|)8 upon ns his image and superacriptioiL 
Tn this matter men may learn of insects. The ant 
irill repair his dwelling as oAen as the miscfaievious 
fi)ot crushes it; the ipider will exhaust life itself, 
before he will live without a web ; — the bee can be 
decoyed from his labor neither by jdenty nor scarcity. 
If snmmer be abundant it toils none the less; if it be 
panumonious of flowers, the tiny laborer sweeps a 
wider circle^ and by Industry, Bepairs the frugality 
of the season* Man should be adiamed to be re? 
buked in vain by the spidi^, the ant, and the bee. 

Seesi thou a man diligent in bU business^ he shall 
stand before kingSy Ae shaU not stand before mean 
metu 
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ProTiding for honest things, not only in the sight of the Lord, but also im 
the sight of men. 2 Cor. viii. 21. 

Only extraordinary circumstances can give the 
appearance of dishonesty to an honest man. Usu- 
ally, not to seem honest, is not to be so. The 
quality must not be doubtful like twilight, lingering 
between night and day and taking hues from both; 
it must be day-light, clear, and effulgent. This is 
the doctrine of the Bible: Providing for hone^ 
things, not only in the sight of the Lord, but also m 
THE SIGHT OF MEN. lu general it may be said that no 
one has honesty without dross, imtil he has honesty 
without suspicion. 

We are passing through times upon which the 
seeds of dishonesty have been sown broadcast, and 
they have brought forth a hundred fold. These 
times will pass away; but like ones will come 
again. As physicians study the causes and record 
the phenomena of plagues and pestilences, to draw 
5 
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firom them an antidote against their recurrence, so 
should we leave to another generation a history of 
moral plagues, as the best antidote to their recurring 
malignity. 

Upon a land, — capacious beyond measure, whose 
prodigal soil rewards labor with an unharvestable 
abundance of exuberant fruits, occupied by a people 
signalized by enterprise and industry, — there came 
» summer of prosperity which Imgered so long 
and shone so brightly, that men forgot that winter 
could ever come. Each day grew brighter. No 
reins were put upon the imagination. Its dreams 
passed for realities. Even sober men, touched with 
wildness, seemed to expect a realization of oriental 
tales. Upon this bright day came sudden frosts, 
storms, and blight. Men ^woke from gorgeous 
dreams in the midst of desolation. The harvests 
of years were swept away in a day. The strongest 
firms were rent as easily as the oak by lightning. 
Speculating companies were dispersed a^ seared 
leaves from a tree in autumn. Merchants were 
ruined by thousands; clerks turned adrift by ten 
thousands. Mechanics were left in idleness. Farm- 
ers sighed over flpcks and wheat as useless as the 
stones and dirt. The wide sea of commerce was 
stagnant; upon the r«alm of Industry settled down 
a sullen lethargy. 
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Oat of this tetBtae twannod an unntiiulMred houl 
of dishonest men, like Termin from a caroMtt 
Banks were exi^oded, — or robbed,~--or fleeced by 
astounding forgeries. Mighty companiesi without 
cohesion, urent to pieces, and hordes of wretches 
snatched up every bale that came ashore. Cities 
were ransacked by troops of villains. The uiipav* 
alleled frauds, which sprung like mines on every 
hand, set every man to trembling lest the next ezr 
plosion should be under hifi own f^t FidelitF 
seemed to have forsaken men. Many that had earur 
ed a reputation for sterling honesty were cast so sudU 
denly headlong into wickedness, that man shrank 
from man. Suspici(»i overgrew confidence, and the 
heart bristled with the nettles and thorns of fear and 
jealousy. Then had almost come to pass the divine 
delineation of anci^it wickedness : The good mm 
igperighed out of the earth: and there is none u/h' 
right among men: they all He in iffai^ for Uood; 
they hunt every man his brother with a net* That 
Shey may do eM mA both hands eamesUy^ the 
prince and the judge ask for a reward: and the great 
man uttereth his mischievous desire; so they wrap it 
up. The best of them is a brier; the moH upright 
is sharper than a-thom hedge. The world looked 
upon a eontinent of inexhaustible fertihty, (whose 
harvest had glutted the markets, and rotted in dia* 
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use,) filled with lamentation, and its inhabitants 
wandering like bereaved citizens among. the ruins 
of an earthquake, mourning for children^ for houses 
cmshed, and property buried forever. 

That no measure might be put to the calamity, 
the Church of God, which rises a stately tower of 
refuge to desponding men, seemed now to have lost 
its power of protection. When the solemn voice of 
Religion should have gone over the land, as the call 
of God to guilty man to seek in him their strength ; 
in this time when Religion should have restored 
sight to the blind, made the lame to walk, and 
bound up the broken-hearted, she was hersebf 
mourning in sackcloth. Out of her courts came the 
noise of warring sects; some contending again^ 
others with bitter warfare ; and some, possessed of 
a demon, wallowed upon the ground foaming and 
rending themselves. In a tune of panic, and disasr 
ter, and distress, and crime, the fountain which 
should have been- for the healing of men, cast up its 
sediments, and gave out a bitter stream of pollution. 

In every age, an universal pestilence has hushed 
tiie clamor of contention, ai^ cooled the heats of 
parties; but the greatness of our national calamity 
seemed only to enkindle the fury of political partiesi. 
Contentions never ran with such deep streams and 
impetuous currents, as amidst the ruin of our indua- 
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iry and jnrocperity. States weie graaler debtors to 
ibieiga nalionsy than their dtizem 'irere to esfohi 
other. Doth states aad citisQDS shrank baek fecm 
their debts, and yet more dishonestly from the taxes 
necessary to discharge them. ThQ General Govern-* 
jnent did not escape, bot lay becalmed, or pursued 
its course, like a ship, at erery fiurlong toucfamg 
the rocks, or beating against the sands. The Capitol 
trembled with the first waves of a question which 
is yet to shake the whole land. New questions 
of exciting qualities perplexed the lealoi of legidsr 
tion, and of morals. To all this must be added a 
manifest decline of fiBtmily goyemmimt ; an incieaie 
€ii the ratio of popular ignorance; a decrease <ii 
lev^ence for law, and an efiieaninate administraftiM 
ef it Popular tumults have been as frequent as 
fieshats in our nrers; and like them, have swept 
over the land with desolation, and left their filthy 
alime in the highest places :— upon the press ;— upon 
the legiriature;--*in the halls of our courts ;--«nd 
even upon the sacred benc^ of Justice. If unsettled 
tunes foster dishonesty, it diould have flouxiabed 
among us. And it has. 

Our nation must expect a pericdical return of 

such convulsions; but experieufie should steadily 

curtail their ravages, and remedy their innnoml 

tendencies. Young men have before them lessons 

6* 
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of manifold wisdom taught by the severest of ma»> 
tors— experience. They should be stiidied;; and 
that they may be, I shall, from this general survey, 
turn to a specific enumeration of the causes of dis^ 
honesty. 

1. Some men find in their bosom from the first, 
a veh^nent inclination to dishonest wajrs. Kna«- 
vish propensities are inherent : bom vrith the child 
and transmissible from parent to son. The children 
of a sturdy thief, if taken from him at birth and 
reared by honest men, would, doubtless, have to 
eontend against a strongly dishonest inclination. 
Foundlings and orphans under pubUc charitable 
charge, are more apt to become vicious than otb^ 
children. They are usually bom of low and vicious 
parents, and inherit their parents' propensities. 
Only the most thorough moral training cs^ overmle 
this innate depravity, 

2. A child naturally fair-minded, may become 
dishonest by parental example. He is early taught 
to be sharp in bargains, and vigilant for every 
advantage. Little is said about honesty, and much 
upon shrewd traffic. A dexterous trick, becomes a 
family anecdote; visitors are regaled with the boy's 
precocious keenness. Hearing the praise of his ex- 
ploits, he studies craft, and seeks par^tal admira- 
tion by adroit knaveries. He is taught, folr his 
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safely, that he must not range beyond the law : that 
.would be unprofitable. He calculates his morality 
thus: Legal honesty is the best pofiey,— dishon- 
esty, then, is a bad bargain — and therefore wrong 
—everything is wrong which is unthrifty. What- 
ever profit breaks no legal statute — though it is 
gained by falsehood, by unfairness, by gloss; 
through dishonor, unkindness, and an unscrupulous 
eonscience — he considers fair, and says : The law 
qOaws U, Men may spend a long life without an 
indictable action, and without an honest one. No 
law can reach the insidious ways of subtle craft 
The law allows, and religion forbids men, to profit 
by others' misfortunes, to prowl for prey among the 
ignorant, to overreach the simple, to suck the last 
life^rops from the bleeding; to hover over men 
as a vulture over herds, swooping down upon &e 
weak, the straggling, and &e weary. The infernal 
craft of cunning men, turns the law itself to piracy, 
and works outrageous fraud in the hall of Courts, 
by the decision of judges, and under the seal of 
Justice. 

3. Dishonesty is learned from one's employers. 
The boy of honest parents and honestly bred, goes 
to a trade, or a store, where the employer practises 
legal frauds. The plain honesty of the boy excites 
roars of laughter among the better taught clerks. 
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The maater tdU tfiem that sach bkmdering tnitk 
ftdness must be pitied; the boy evideoily has hcea 
neglected, and is not to be ridicaled for what he 
could not help. At first, it verily pains the youth's 
scruples, and tinges his face to frame a ddibomte 
dishonesty, to finish, and to polish it His tongue 
stanuners at a lie; but the example of a rich maa» 
ter, the jeers and gibes of shopmates, with gradual 
practice, cure all this. He beoomes adroit in fleec^ 
ing customers for his master's . sake, and equally 
dexterous in fleecing his master for his own sake. 

4. Extravagance is a prolific source of dishimr 
esty. Extravagance,-'-which is fi>olish expense^ or 
expense disprpportionate to one's means, — ^may be 
feund in all grades of society ; but it is chiefly ap- 
parent among the rich, those aspiring to wealthi 
and those wishing to be thought affluent Many a 
young man cheats his business, by transferring his 
means to theatres, race-courses, expensive parties^ 
and to the naBoeless and numberless projects c£ 
pleasure. The enterprise of others is baffled by the 
extravagance of their family; for few men can 
make as mudi in a year as an extravagant woman 
can carry on her back in one winter. Some axe 
ambitious of fashionable society, and will gratify 
their vanity at any expense. This disproportion 
between means and expense soon. brings on a crisis. 
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The victim is straitened for money ; without it he 
must abandon his rank; for fashionable society 
remorselessly rejects all butterflies which have lost 
their brilliant colors. Which shall he choose, hoQ-* 
esty and mortifying exclusion, or gaiety purchased 
by dishonesty? The severity of this choice some- 
times sobers the intoxicated brain; and a young man 
shrinks from the gulf, appalled at the darkness of 
dishonesty. But to excessive vanity, high-life with 
or without fraud, is Paradise; and any other life 
Purgatory. Here many resort to dishonesty with* 
out a scruple. It is at this point that public senti^ 
ment half sustains dishonesty. It scourges the 
thief of Necessity, and pities the thief of Fashion. 

The struggle with others is on the very ground 
of honor. A wife led from alftuence to frigid penury 
and neglect; from leisure and luxury to toil and 
want; daughters, once courted as rich, to be discs* 
teemed when poor,— this is the gloomy prospect, 
seen through a magic haze of despondency. Honor, 
love and generosity, strangely bewitched, plead for 
dishonesty as the only alternative to such su£fering. 
But go, young man, to your wife; tell her the alter- 
native; if she is worthy of you, she will face your 
poverty with a courage which shall shame your 
fears, and lead you into its wilderness and ^through 
it, all unshrinking. Many there be who went weep* 
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mg into this deaert^ and ete long, having iband is 
it the fountains of the purest peace, hare thanked 
God for the pleasures of poverty. Bat if your wife 
umnans your resolution, imploring dishonor rathev 
than penury, may God pity and help you ! Yon 
dwell wilh a sorceress, and few can resist her wiles. 
5. Debt is an inexhaustible fountain of Didbon-* 
esty. The Royal Preacher tells us: 7%e barrmtept 
u servarU Is the lender. Debt is a rigorous servi* 
tude. The debtor learns the cunning tricks, delajrs^ 
concealments, and frauds, by which slaves evade ot 
cheat their master. He is tempted to make ambig-> 
nous statements; pledges, with secret passages of* 
escape; contracts, with fraudulent constructi<His ; 
lying excuses, and more mendacious promises. He 
is tempted to elude responsibility j^ to delay eettle^ 
meats; to prevaricate upon the terms; to resist 
equity, and devise specious fraud. When the eager 
creditor would restrain such vagrancy by law, fSM 
debtor then thinks himself released from moral obli* 
gation, and brought to a legal game, in which it is 
lawful for the best player to win. He disputes true 
accounts; he studies subterfuges; extorts provoea* 
tious delays ; and harbors in every nook, and corner^ 
and passage, of the law's labjrrinth. At length the 
measure is filled up, and the malignant power of 
debt is known. It has opened in the heart every 
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femtain c^ iniquity; it lias besoiled 1h« ernneienoef 
il has tarnished the hmior ; it has made the man « 
drtlberale stadeat of knaveiy; a systematic practt* 
ttoner of fia)ud: it has dragged him through all the 
sewers of petty passions, — anger, hate, revenge, 
aaalieious folly, or malignant shame. When a debtor 
IS beaten at every point, and the law will put her 
serews upon him, there is no depth in the gulf of 
dishonesty into which be will not bokfly plungel 
Smne men put thi^r property to the fla'mes, assassi* 
aate^he detested creditor, and ^id 4he frantio trag* 
edy by suieide, or the gallows. OUiers, in view of 
the catastrophe, have oonvei^ted all properly to cash, 
asd eonoealed it. The law^ utmost skill, and lbs 
ereditor'e fory, wre alilce powerless now, — ^tiie tree 
is green and thrifty; its roots drawing a eopioos 
supply from some hidden fountain. 

Craft haa another harbor of resort for the piratical 
ctvw of dishonesty; via. : puUing the propertg mdof 
the la;ufs reetch hy a ft&uAikni cNOfeymnc^. Whom- 
ever runa in debt) and oonsumes the equivaleni of 
his indebtedness ; whoever is faidy liable to damage 
ion brcfcen contracts ; whoever by folly, has incur- 
f^ d^ts and lost the benefit of his outlay ; whoever 
is ie^ly<Miged to pay for \m malice or /Carelesa- 
SMBs; whoever by inidelity to pabiic trusts has 
his property a just remuneratisa for his d»- 
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faults ; — ^whoever of all these, or whoever, under aay 
circumstances, puts out of his hands property, mor* 
ally or legally due to creditors, is a dishonest man. 
The crazy excrmes which men render to their con* 
sciences, are only such as every villain makes, who 
is unwilling to look , upon the black face of his 
crimes. 

He who will receive a c(mveyance of property, 
knowing it to be illusive and fraudulent, is as widced 
as the principal ; and as much meaner, as the to^ 
«nd subordinate of villany is meaner than the 
master who uses him. 

If a church, knowing all these facts, or wilfully 
ignorant of them, allows a member to nestle in the 
security of the sanctuary ; then the act of this rob- 
ber, and the connivance of the church, are but the 
two parts of one crime. 

6. Bankbuptct, although a branch of debt, de- 
serves a separate mention. It sometimes crushes a 
man's spirit, and sometimes exasperates it The 
poignancy of the evil depends much upon the dis- 
position of the creditors; and as much upon the 
disposition of the victim. Should they act with the 
loiity of Christian men, and he with manly honesty, 
promptly rendering up whatever satisfaction of debt 
he has, — he may visit the lowest places of human 
adversity, and find there the light of good men-s 
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wieeiii, the «i|iiKnrt of coBsdeiice, and the snste* 
mfiee crf'teligioQ. 

A bankrupt may £Btll mto ihe hands of men whoie 
ttnder-meieies are cruel; or his dishonest equi^roi^ 
cations may exaqp^rate their temp^ and pnnrek^ 
erfery thorn and brier of the law. When men's pa«^ 
aioiw are let loose, especially theii ayariee whetted 
by jeal or imagiBary wrong; wheb theio is« rivalry 
among -ccedittMrs, lest any one riiould feast upon the 
riethft mom than his share; and they aB meh npoD 
Mm like wolres upon a wounded deer, dragging 
bim down, ripping him open, breast and flaok^ 
plimgfttg deep Aeir bloody musxlea to reach tbo 
heart and taste blood M the very finmlain ;--^ia it 
strange ttiat resistance is dnspemte and nascnipii- 
lous? At length the suiferer drags hia mutilated 
carcass aside, every nerve and musde wrung with 
paki, and his whole body an instrument of agony. 
He curses the whole inhuman evew with enTeaomed 
imprecati<»s; and thenceforth, a brooding misan- 
thrope, he pays back to society, by studied riilanies, 
the legal wrcMigs which |he relentless justaee of a 
few, or his own knavery, have brought upon him. 

7. There is a circle of moral dishonesties prae^ 

lised because the law allows them. The very anz* 

iety of law to reach the devices of cunning, so per* 

j^xes its statutes with exceptions, limitations, and 

6 
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wttffhimBatB, Aat Uioe m eadde gradhnltf etdmgg&i 
for centuries, it has its crevices, daric cameBi^ seent 
hcries and winding passages— «n eodBess harbor for 
rats Mid ▼ermin, where no trap can cateh them 
We are yiUanotisly infested with legal rats and raa* 
eals^ who are able to commit the most flagrant d» 
bcmesties with impunity. They can do all of wrang 
whidi is profitaUe, withont that part whidi ii 
actionable. The Tory ingenuity of Uiese miscp s aat s 
eixciles snch admiration of their skill, that their Vfe ' 
IS gilded with a specious tespectafaility. Men pnn 
fess little esteem for bkint, neeessitons thieTes, whb 
sob and run away ; but f(« a gentleman who eaa 
break the whole of God's law so adroitly, as to leafi* 
man's law unbroken ; who can indulge in suoh ooii» 
swratire stealing that his fellow-men award Imil 
a rank among honest men for the excessive skiB 
of his dishonesty — ^for such an one, I fear, tkoie is 
almost unhretBal sympathy. 

8. PoLmcAL DisBCMfES'TY, breods dishonesty of 
every kmd. It is possible for geod men lo permil 
single sins to coexist with general integrity, wheret 
the evil is indulged through ignorance. Onoe^ 
undoubted Christians were slave-traders. They 
might be, while unenUghimed; but not in our 
timea A stale of mind which will miend one frauds 
will, upon occasicms, intend a thonsuid. He thai 
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np^n OM epMrgfiiiey will Ue, vtU be supplied witli 
fiM^^noies. He that will perjuie himself to save 
a friend, wiU do it, iu a desperate juncttue, to save 
biflisel£ Hie highest Wisdom has iofof laed us tb«j( 
Me ihai is wyusi m $he ka$ii is un/ttsi alsQ in muei^ 
Circumstaoces may withdraw a poUticiaQ fsoas 
temptatioii to any but poUticaT dishonesty; but 
imder tempM^tiou, a dishonest politiciau would Iw i^ 
dishonest cashier,-^would be dishonest anywherei 
— in anything. The fury which deisitroys an oppo^ 
nent's eharacter, wouid stop at nothing? if barriesf 
HfBce thrown down. Tliat which is true of tl^s * 
leaders in poUtics, is true of subordinates. Political 
d jsbonestyj n voters runs in io general dishone sty, as 
I faa rottefi speck taints the whole a p^. A oommu* 
nity whose politics are cwducted by a perpetual 
br^ch of honesty on both sides, will be tainted by 
immoiaUty throughout. Men will play the same 
game in tlieic private affair^ which they hav^ 
IsArned to play in pi^blic matteis. The guile, the 
crafty vigilance, the dishonest advantage, the cua*- 
JMAg sharpness ; — the tricks and traps and sly eva*> 
sions; the equivocal promises, and unequivocal 
neglect of them, which characterize political actioUi 
will equally characteriase private action. The mind 
l^fM9 no kitchen to do its dirty work in, while the 
parlor remains clean. Dishonesty is an atm osphem; 
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if it cog^Jntg^ ope ap a rtm ea t y if , [mn f> tT » ft m iiM 



ereryjraa^ Whoever "Will lie in pcAities, will tie in 
traffic. Whoever will slander in politics, will slan- 
der in personal squabbles. A professor of religioQ 
Who is a dishonest politician, is a dishonest Christian^ 
His creed is a perpetual index of his hypocrisy. 

lie genius of our government directs the atteo- 
ition of every citissen to politics. Its spirit reaches 
[the uttermost bound of society, and pervades the 
' whole mass. If its channels are slimy with cinmip- 
lion , what limit can be set to its malign influence? 
The turbulence of dections, the virulence of the 
press, the desperation of bad men, the hoplessness 
of elSTorts which are not cunning, but only hcmest, 
have driven many conscientious men from any 
concern with pditics. This is suicidal. Thus t| ie 
tonjgfifi ^ will g ro w blacker and^fier cer. Our yotttfi 
will be caught up in its whirling bosom and dashed 
to pieces, and its hail will break down every green 
I thing. At God's house the*cure should b^in. Let 
the hand of discipline smite the leprous lips which 
(rtiall utter the profane heresy : All is four in poU-^ 
ties. If any hoary professor, drunk with the min- 
gled wine of excitement, shall tell our youth, that a 
Christian man may act in politics by any other rule 
of morality than that of the Bible; and that wicked- 
ness performed for a party, is not as abominable^ 
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mi£ done fa a man; or tbat any neoestity jwitiSm 
'OrpftUtittcs dishonesty in wotd or daed,*^et nmfb an 
4Mia go out t>f the eamp, and bU p«fitU«ot tireath no 
Jei^r siNPead cmta^ioii among oar youth. No wan 
who ]o¥f39 bis country, sboujd ahrinJi: fiom b(^ aide 
when sb« gfoaas with raging distw^peia. Lst 
•every Chrietian man stand in his place; rebuke 
•fivery dishonest practi(ce i pcom a political as well a^ 
a paraonal lie; and i^fnsQ with indignation to bs 
insnl^sd. l^ the aolicita.tion of an immoral mai|« L«t 
good men of ail parties ^^equire boo^yr iptegritf, 
yera^ty, and morality in ppliticsi aod there, m 
powerfiilly «i enyvhere else, tha iequi«ilieiui of 
pabUc senMiaeDt will ultimately.be feU. 

9« A e<Htiipt tusLic siHTiMBNT produces disboQ- 
esty. A public sentiment, in which dishonesty is 
Siet4i80racefol; iiiwhi<?h bad men fure respectable, 
are trusted, are honored, are exalted-*is a curse to 
the young. The fever of speculation, the nnivenial 
derangement of business, the growing laxness of 
OHNrals, is, to aa alarmiug extent, introducing such 
a state of things. Men of notorious immorality, 
whose dishonesty is flagrant, whose private habits 
would disgrace the ditch, are powerful and popular- 
I have aeen a man stained with every sin, ewqpt 
^ose which required courage; into whose head I 
diy qot think a pur^ tbou^t has entered for iprty 
6* 
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years; in whose heart an honoiaUe fcelkig woald 
droop lor very timeliness ; — in evil he was ripe and 
rMen ; hoary and depraved in deed, in word, in his 
present life and in all his past; evil when by him- 
self, and' viler among men ; oorrvpting to the young; 
— to d<Hnestie fidelity, a reereant ; to common honor, 
a traitor; to honesty, an outlaw; to religion, a 
hypocrite; — ^base in all that is worthy of man, and 
accomplished in whatever is disgraceful; and yet 
this wretch could go where he would ; ^ter good 
men''s dwellings, and purloin thdr votes. Men 
wooM curse him, yet obey him; hale him and 
assist him ; warn their sons against him, and lead 
them to the polls for him. A public sentiment which 
produces ignominious knaves, cannot breed honest 
men. 

Any calamity, civil or ccmimereialj which checks 
the administration of justice between man and man, 
is ruinous to honesty. The violent fluctuaticHis of 
btisiness cover the ground with rubbish over which 
men stumble; and fill the air with dust, in which 
all the shapes of honesty appear distorted. Men 
are thrown upon unusual expedients; dishonesties 
are unobserved ; those who have been reckless and 
profuse, stave off the legitimate fruits of their folly 
by desperate shifts. We have not yet emerged from 
a period, in Wliich debts were insecure; the debtor 



Digitized 



by Google 



legally protected against^tfce rights of the creditor; 
taxes laid, not by the requirements of justice, but fer 
political effect; and lowered to a Airiionest insuffi- 
oieiicy; and when thus diminished, not collected; 
the citizens resisting their own officers; officers re* 
signing at the bidding of the electors; the laws of 
property paralyased; bankrupt laws built up; and 
stay-laws unconstitutionally enacted, upon whkdi 
the courts look with aversicm^ yet fear to deny them, 
lest the wildness of pc^ular opinion should roll badk 
disdainfully npon the bmich, to deqpoil its dignity, 
and ]^strate its power. General suffering has made 
us tolerant of general diriionesty ; and the g^oom ot 
our eomm^xual disaster threat^s to become the pall 
of our morals. 

If the locking stupidity of the public mind to 
atrocious dishonesties is not aroused; if good men 
do not bestir themselves to drag the young from this 
foul sorcery; if the relaxed bands of honesty are not 
tigfatmed, and conscience intoned to a seveier mo- 
rality, our night is at hand, — our midnight not finr 
off- Woe to that guilty people who sit down upon 
brdcen laws, and wealth saved by injustice I Woe 
to a generation fed upon the htesd of fraud, whose 
children's inheritance ^all be a perpetual me- 
mento of their fathers' tmrighteousi^ss ; to whom 
dishonesty shall be made {feasant by assodation 
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B«^t wb«A a^ whole pepplf^ tpiited by ^ conuom 
^iwigf^rd of justice, waspm to ditfiaud p^l>lie cied* 
UQ10; 91)4 Suites vie with States in aa wdmiiovm 
Yepudiatioi;! of just debt^, by open or siniatei methods; 
an4 mtiow iQxert their sovereignty to pro^l and 
digamy the knavery of a Comiaaoiiwealth ; ihen tbi 
<^n&sion of dojx^fi^ s(fy,m h^ br^d a &m^ before 
whose fli^t hp])or fade^ away, and. under wbo«e 
feet ^9 9Wi^tity of truth and the Tfg^ofk of aotagm 
qwq[>f^:t^ 91:0 stamped down mad ground into the 
dirt» Need we 9^k the eauaes oj* growing cUebmeely 
iwoipc the yonng; and the inere»aii]« nnlniatwo»- 
thiness of all agents, when States are seen clothed 
with the panoply of di^^ipnesty, and nations pnt on 
fwm^ foi their gannwt$( 1 

. Absoonding agents, swindling schemes, md deiair 
^ioos, ocK^u^ring ixi auch melancholy abundance, 
.hftve at Ji^gth oeased to be wonders, and rank with 
,^e cpnunon aq^dents of fire and flood. The budg^ 
of each week is inccHnplete without its mfih and ran- 
«^way cashier — ^its duel and defaulter ; and as wav^ 
wbieh roll to the shore are lost in those which follow 
-oPi ao the villiuues of esch week obliterate the 
record of the In^ 
Tim XQfiom of dishonesty cannot arise fcom loc^ 
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esuses; it is the result ot disease in die whole earn* 
munity; an eruptimi betokening foulness of Am 
Mood; blotdies symptomatic of a disoid^red systeiBr 

10. Financial aocnts are especially liaUe to thA 
tettiptatk>ns of Disbonesty. Safe merehants, and 
▼ifflonary sehemers; sagacious adTenturers, and rash 
speculators; frugal beginners^ and retired milltoi»- 
aiies, are constantly around them. Erery vroti^ 
every act, every entry, every letter, suggests only 
wealth — ^its germ, its bud, its Mossom, its golden 
harvest Its 1»rilliance dazdes the sight; its sedne* 
lions stir the appetites; its power fires the ambition^ 
at^ the soul concentrates its energies to obtain 
wealth, as life's highest and osAy joy. 

Besides the influence of such associati<»is, direct 
dealing in money ^us a commodity, haa a pectdiar 
effect upon the heart There is no property between 
it and the mind ; — ^no medium to mellow its tight 
^nie mind is diverted and refredied by no thoughiB 
upon the quality of soUs ; the dural»lity of strao- 
tnies; the advantages of sites; the beauty of &b- 
lies ; it is not invigorated by the necessity of labor 
md ing^anity which the mechanic feels ; by the 
invention of the artisan, or the tasto of the artist 
The vrhoie attrition falls directly upon naked. 
Money. The hourly sight of it whets the appetite, 
and sharpens it to avarice. Thus, with an int^ise 
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si(m4^ wb^ 9tmif^ im aJ09 the tatter's rQlMk^ 
(Mfai-rrthiMt iiimliale gMulg and fimdiiiig^ by wbkk 
M^tiv^' Qi^lftl is/gias lo itMtf att the Wwnjiiihmwii 
if lew, 

Thofd who meeiM u> b^ mb) ^^Eiten lM)giii,by iiml»? 
ting Um e^p«aaiv9 eouree^ of those who m^ ckh^ 
Tb^y 9xe si^ temfifiA, to veaturci h&hxe they haira 
iV^^a^ of t^oir (y^m^ in bi^UU^t (spoQulAlioiSMi* Bow 
^41^ 2^ ypung oftshi^r pny the djrafts of btfl iUmI 
Slfl^iwres, or pr^ure the sae4> fpc ^e Iwr^ o| 
8P(» p ,i da| |9D!) oHt of his oafTow mlaryl Here i|ra( 
lllgiM t^ wpi^k a^ l^vm^ q£ 4eath» Th@ m»4 
mw^rs i^ 43Fe$ws of g^ia; it broods ov^r pcojeflm 
oi unlawful ricl^ ; stealthily at b^^t,, mi th^n with 
Ifim i?ejii^i:v9 ; at last it boldly meditates the po4si» 
ViMi^ of hems d » < rh Q i»fl ist n^ ««/4fc Whm a nM 
oaA 8^:^ovdy x^^t upon dishcHnesty ftp a po9aibI# 
aiMdr profit^l^Q Uwg} Im is already deeply dislmiiestt 
To f^ mud so t£MiMjed) will flock etotms of wmwir 
QAMe.^iaft, of elfeotiTo knai?ery, of fmid coTeiei by 
lift brilliikfife suGoeiKs. At tiises, the iK^nd sh^inkf 
j^pODl its own thoughts, and tremhles to4opk down 
th9 giddy diff on whose ec^e they poise^ of ofrei 
which they i9iog Aeniselves like sporting sof^-^hif d«t 
Out the^e imagiaatioos will iv>t be diiven from the 
h^itf t where they haye once nested* They ha«Mftt ^ 
iima!9 hiwies% Ti«it:hiin in dreaipss ^»d ys^mpu^ 
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like, ikm tin lioifibers «f the rietim whom tbey tvffi 
dUbmoy. I& iKioie feveh A how, ribratiiig bettram 
OMsefeHOt «^ ft-taiiccvrtlie man staggers to a eoerK 
ptomiM. To SBliify h» eoitsdeoce hd lefiises txf 
&96M; mSi V^ gnt^ his ararke^ he J0f7m0# Ifae 
iiinds; — ^not openly — ^not of owiienh-<-ii0t of inter 
tet ^ the till— ttie safe— the raiilt } 
' Be resolrea to restore the roxmitj before doconrerf 
ean ensue, and poeket the profits. Meanwhile, fidab 
ancries aie made, peijmred oaths aie swcm^ ibrged 
papers ase fikKL- His eaqpenaes- ^w pxrftne, and 
nan wonder fiom what fooirtain so cofriomr a atrsani 
<an flow. 

Let na stop here to sonrey his donditkn. H^ 
ioorislmSy ia ealkid prosperous, diinka himsolf saA. 
Is te safe, or hcmeatl He haa slrien, and embarked 
die amount «poii a sea orer which wander perpetnal 
sliMTns; where wreek is the eonuson &te, and escape 
the aeeident; and now all his chance for the sem« 
Manee of honesty, is staked upon title retam of km 
embezzlaxi^its from among the sands, tfie locka and 
earrents, &e winds and waves, and darkness, of 
trnnnltnoas speculation. At length dawns tiie day 
ef discovery. His guilty dreams have long foietok* 
ened it. As he confronts the disgrace almost face to 
ftee, how changed is the hideous aspect of his daed| 
firom that ftiir face of pronnse with wkieli it tempted 
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mm! Conocieiice, and honor, and jkm hodMi^' 
irhieh left him when diey could not restrain^oiov 
Xsome back to sharpen his anguish. Orerawdd bf . 
Ae prospect of open shame, of his wife's disgrace, 
and his children's beg^;ary, he cows down, and slinks 
ont of life a frantic suicide. 

Some there be, however, less supine to shameu 
Tbfff meet their fate with cool impudenoe; defy 
Aeir employers ; brave the court, and too often with 
soeoess. The ddusicm of the public mind, or the 
confusion of affairs is such, diat, white petty oil* 
prits are tumbled into prison, a cool, calculatkq; and 
immense scoundrel is pitied, dandled and. nursed 
by a sympathizing community, in tiie broad: road 
riantiiig to the rogue's retreat, are seen the offieey 
of ttie bank, the agent of the. state, the officer o£ 
tiie church, in indiscriminate haste, outrunning a 
laay justice, and bearing off the gains of astounding 
frauds. Avarice and pleasure seem to have dui- 
solved the conscience. A is a day of trouble and of 
perpleanHf from the Lord. We tremble to think that 
our children must leave the covert of the family, 
and go out xxfoa that dark and yeaty sea, from 
whose wrath so many wrecks are cast up at our 
ftet. Of one thing I am certain; if the church of 
Christ is rilent to such deeds, and makes her altar a 
lefoge to snefa didionesty, the day is coming when 
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/she diatt haY« no altar, (hci ^^t shfttt^oMit finoai 
her candlestick, her walk shall he dea^te, atidlbi 
fox look out at her windows. , 

11. EncirrnrE ciifiMBiicT, h]r Its ftequeneyt haa 
been a tmiptotioo to Diahoaesty. Who will fear 4o 
be a culprit when a legal aentenccr ia the argunent 
of pity, and the prelude of pardon? What em A» 
commonity ejspei^t but growing diahoneety, when 
juries oonnire at acquittals, and judges coddeon 
only to petition a pardon; when honest men and 
officera fly hsibre a mob; when jiuls ave. besieged 
and threatened, if felons are not relinqaisbMl ; wbeik 
4he Exesutiye,,consnlttng the spirit of the 4tonMBn^ 
iHty, receives the deaumds of the moh^ i^nd hnnfbijr 
emairfieB, throwing down the fences nf the Uw^ that 
base Tioters«iay walk unimpeded, to their work of 
vengeaneei or unjust mercy? A sicUy sentknmtal- 
ity too oStBiBk en^vates the admtnistralion of. justice; 
and the pardoning power becomes the mastw*key 
to let oujt unwashed^ unrepentant crifiainals. They 
have fleeced us, robbed us, and are ulcerous sores, 
to the body politie ; ^ yet our heart turns to water 
oyer their mf^ted punishment. A fine young 61« 
low, by acci^nt, writes another's name' for bis own; 
by a mistato equally -unfeftunata, he pseeents. it ^ 
the' bank; innocendy draws out the latg^ amount^ 
gsneroiisly spendi a part, and absent-mindedly faid«i 
7 
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Ae lett Haid-hearted wretches there are, who 
would panish him for this ! Yoang men, admiring 
the neatness of the affair, pity bis misfortune, and 
«nrse a stupid jury that knew no better than to send 
to a penitentiary, him, whose skill deserred a cashier- 
ship. He goes to his odt, the pity of a whole me^ 
tropolis. Bulletins from Sing-Sing inform us daily 
what Edwards is doing, as if he were Napoleon at 
St. Helena. At length pardoned, he will go forth 
again to a renowned liberty! 

If there be <xie way quidker than another, by 
wfaic^ the Executite flAiall assist crime, and oar 
laws foster it, it ia that course which assures everf 
dishonest man, that it is easy to defraud, easy to 
avoid arrest, easy to escape punidunent, and easiest 
of all to obtain a pardon. 

18. CoMMBacuL sPBcirLATioNs are prolific of Dis^ 
honesty. Speculation is the risking of capital in 
enterinrises greater than we can control, or in enter- 
prises whose elemmits are not at all calculable. All 
calculations of the future are uncertain ; but those 
whieh alfe biMd upon long experience approximate 
certainty, while those which are drawn by sagacity 
from probable events, are notoriously unsafe. Un^ 
lass^ however, scnne venture, we shall forever tread 
an old and dull path; therefwe enterprise is allowed 
to pioneer new ways. The safe entefpriser explores 
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eautioasly, venlures at first a little, and kieieaaea 
tbe venture vith the ratio of experience. A speeii* 
lator looks out upon the new rsgion, as upon a 
lar-away landscape, whose features are softened to 
beauty by distance; upon a A^jpe, he stalces that, 
which, if it wins, will make hiin; and if it lose% 
will ruin him. When the alternatives are vikstoiry, 
or utter destructipn, a battle may, sometimes, stiU 
be necessary, Bjiit commerce has no «ach alterw^ 
tives; only speculation proceeds upon them. 

If the capital is borrowed, it is as dishonest, upon 
such ventures, to risk, as to lose it Should a maa 
borrow a noble steed. and ride among inetlanenla 
which he knew would r^use up his fiery spirit to aa 
UQContiolable heig^ and borne away with wiU 
speed, be plunged o?er a pteeipioe, his destructfam 
might excite o^i: pity, but could not alter our opinioo 
of his dishonesty. He borrowed property, and eur 
Aangered it where he knew that it woukl be unoeo* 
Iffolable. 

■ If the capiital be one's own, it can scatoely be 
risked and lost, witfiout the ruin of Oliver men* No 
man could blow up his stoie in a Qompact street^ 
wd destroy only his own* Men of business are^ 
like threads of a fabric, woven together, and subjeet^ 
to a great extent, to a common &te of prosperity 
or adversity. I have no right to cut off my hand{ 
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I daftaod myself, my family^ the community, and 
Qodf for all these hare an interest in that band« 
Neither has a man the right to throw away his 
property. He defrauds himself, bis fiimily, the 
commnmty in which he dwells; far all these have 
an interest in that property. If waste is dishon- 
esty, then every risk, in proportion as it approaches 
it, is dishonest. To venture, without that foresight 
which experience gives, is wrong; and if we cannot 
foresee, then we mtist not venture. 
' Scheming speculation demoralizes honesty, and 
almosrt necessitates dishonenty. He who puts hk 
own interests to rash vultures, will scarcely do 
tetter for others. The Speculator tegatds the 
weightiest ti^ir as only a splendid game* Indeed, 
a Specttlator'on the exchange, and a Gambler at his 
table, follow one vocatioQ, only wkh different in- 
struments. Oie employs cards or dice, the other 
pnqperty. The one can no more foresee the result 
of bis schemes, than the other what spots will come 
ttp on his dice ; the calculations of both «re only the 
ehances of luck. Both bum with unhealthy excite* 
atent; both are avaricious of gains, but careless of 
what they win; both depend more upon fortune than 
sk^l; they have a common distaste for labor; with 
each, right and wrong are only the accidents of a 
game ; neither would scruple in any hour to set his 
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whole Ifiingr oa tba edge of ruia» and going OYqri to 
pull dowo, if possible, a bui^lred othera 

The wrecik of. soch men leaves them with pi 
drunkard's appetite, and a fiend's desperation. The 
revulsion from extravagant hopes, to a certainty of 
midnight darkness; the sensations of poverty, to 
him who was in fancy just stepping upon a princdy 
estate ; the humiliation of gleaning for cents, where 
he has been profuse of dollars ; the chagrin of seeing 
old competitcMTS now above him, grinning down 
upon his poverty a malignant triumph; the pity of 
pitiful men, and the neglect of such as should have 
been his friends, — and who were, while the sun- 
shine la^ upon his path, — all these things, like so 
many strong winds, sweep across the soul so that it 
cannot rest in the cheerless tranquillity of honesty, 
but casts up mirs and dirt How stately the beUoon 
rises and sails over continents, as over petty land- 
scapes I The slightest slit, in its frail ceverinft 
sends it tumbling down, swaying widely., whirling 
and pitching hither and thither, until it plunges into 
some dark glen, out of the path of honest men, 
and too shattered to tempt even a robber. So have 
we seen a thousand men pitched down ; so now, in 
a thousand places may their wrecks be seen. Bnt 
still other balloons are framings and the air is fiiU 
of victim-venturers. 
7* 
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If our yotOkg men are ititrodticed ixyUh widi dis- 
taste for safe ways, b^eaose the sture profits are 
slow; if the opinion becomes prevalent that alt 
business is great, only as it t^ds to the micertain, 
Ae extravagant, and the romantic; then we may 
stay our hand at once, nor waste labor in absurd 
S3cpostuIations of honesty. I had as lief preach 
humanity to a battle of eagles, as to urge honesty 
and integrity upon those who have determined to be 
tich, and to gain it by gambling stakes, and mad- 
men's ventures. 

All the bankruptcies of cmnmerce are harmless 
compared with a bankruptcy of public morals, 
flhotild the Atlantic ocean break over our shores^ 
and roll sheer across to the Pacific, sweeping every 
vestige of cultivation, and burying our wealth, it 
would be a mercy, compared to that ocean-deluge 
of dishonesty and crime, which, sweeping over the. 
whole land, has spared our wealth and taken our 
virtue. What are cornfields and vineyards, what 
are stores and manufactures, and what are gold and 
sBver, and all the precious commodities of the earth, 
among beasts? — and what are men, bereft of con- 
science and honor, but beasts? 

We wiH forget tfiose things which are behind, 
and hope a more cheerful future. We turn to you, 
TouNe men! — ^All good men, all patriots, turn to 
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watch your advanco upon the stage, and to implore 
you to be wcnrthy of yourselyes, and of your revered 
ancestry. Oh ! ye fiskyored of Heaven ! with a free 
land, a noble inheritance, of wise lai^s, and a prodi- 
gality of wealth in prospect, — advance to your po&« 
sessions ! — May you settle down, as did Israel of old, 
a people of God in a promised and protected land ; 
— true to yourselves, true to your country, and true 
to your God. 
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The genentioii of the npright shall be blessed, wealth and tidiM shall be 

in his house. Ps. czii. 2, 3. 
He that getteth riches, and not by right, shall leaTS them in the midst of 

hit days, and at the end shall be a fooL Jer. zril. 11. 

When justly obtained, and rationally used, riches 
are called a gift of God, an evidence of his favor, 
and a great reward. When gathered unjustly, and 
corruptly used, wealth is pronounced a canker, a 
rust, a fire, a curse. There is no contradiction, 
then, when the Bible persuades to industry, and in- 
tegrity, by a promise of riches; and then dissuades 
from wealth, as a terrible thing, destroying soul 
and body. Blessings are vindictive to abusers, and 
kind to rightful users ; — they serve us, or rule us. 
Fire warms our dwelling, or consumes it Steam 
serves man, and also destroys him. Iron, in the 
plough, the sickle, the house, the diip, is indispen* 
sable. The dirk, the assassin's knife, the cruel 
sword and the spear, are iron also. 

The constitution of man, and of society, alike 
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evinces the design ef God. Beth axt made to be 
happier by the possession of riches ;-H;heir fall de-* 
wlopment and perfection are dependent, to a large 
extent, upon wealth. Witboat it, Acre can be 
tteither books nor implements; neither commeiee 
nor arts, neither towns nor cities. It is a folly le» 
denounce that, a love of which God has placed in 
man by a constitutional £M;ttlty ; that, with which 
he has associated high grades of happiness; that^ 
which has motives tooching every fiaeulty of the 
mind. Wealth is an aetist : by its patronage men 
a^ enconraged to paint, to carve, to design, td biiild 
and adorn ; — ^A masteb-mechanic : and inspires man 
to invent, to discover^ to apply, to &rge, and to fteh- 
iimt-^4^ s^SBANinttAir: and under in tnftnenee msa 
rear the flock, till tlie earth, plant* tb^ i^eyard, die 
jBeld, the otchard, and the garden :~A MAmjpACTtm^ 
xa : and teaches men to card, to s|^, to weave, la 
color and dress all useful &farics:-~A xEacBASTt 
and sends forth ships, and filla war^housea with 
flietr returning cargoes gathered from every zone. 
It-is the sc^dar's patron; snstaiae his leisure, re- 
wards his labor, builds the coU^e, and gatfiers the 
Bbrary. 

Is a mm weak? — he can buy the strong. Is he 
ignorant) — ^the learned will serve his wealth. Is he 
rude of speech 1--he may procure the advdoacy 
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q{ tbe eloqaent The ridi cannot buy honor, bat 
honorably {daces they can ; they cannot pmchaae 
nobility, but they may its titles. Money cannot buy 
fiwshness of beart, but it can ev^ry luxury which 
tempts to enjoyment Laws axe its body-guaid, and 
no earthly power may safely defy it; eith^ while 
running in the swift channels of commeioe^ or repo* 
sing in the reservoirs of ancient fiimilies. Here is Se 
wonderful thing, that an inert metal, which neither 
thinks, nor feels, nor stirs, can set the wh<de woiid 
to thinking, planning, running, digging, fariiionniig^ 
and drives on the sweaty mass with nev^oonding 
labors ! 

. Avarioe sedcs gold, not to build <xr btiy therewHh; 
not to clothe or feed itself; not to make it an^stro*- 
ment of wisdcnai, of skill, of frienddiip, or ie&gioa< 
Avarice seeks it to heap it up; to walk around the 
pfle, and gloat upon it; to fondle, and court, to kiss 
and hug the darling stuff to the end of life, with the 
homage of idolatry. 

. Pride seeks it; — for it gives power, and place, and 
titles, and exalts its possessor above his feUows. To 
be a thread in the £&bric of life, just like any othes 
thread, hoisted up and down by the treddle, played 
across by the shuttle, and woven tightly into flie 
piece, this may suit hiuuiUty , but not pride. 
Yanity seeks it; — ^what else can give it cosllyt 



Digitized 



by Google 



eloithiiig, and nre ^nrnmeiitii, and stately d^eOitigt^ 
and showy^ equipage, and attract admiring eyes to 
its gaudy colors and costly jewels ? 

Taste seeks it ;*-becau8e by it, may "be had wfaat^ 
efv«r is beautiful, or r^ning, or instnictive. What 
leisure has poverty for stady, and how can it cdileot 
books, manuscripts, pictures, statues, coins, or cnri- 

Lore steks it ; — lo build a Ikhuc full of delists 
ibr father, wife or child; and, wisest of all. 

Religion seeks it ; — to make it fiie messenger and 
servant of bmevolence, to wa^t, to suffering; and to 
ignorance. 

What a sight does the buisy worid present, as of a 
great workshop, where hope and fear, love and 
pride, and lust, and pleasure, and avarice, separate 
or in partnership, driv* on the universal race foi 
wealth : delYing in the mine, digging in the earth, 
swisltering at the forge, plying the shuttle, ploughing 
the waters; in houses, in shops, in stores, on the 
mountain-side, or in the valley ; by skill, by labor, 
by thought, by craft, by f<»ce, by traffic ; all men, 
in all places, by all labors, fair and unfair, the world 
around, busy, busy ; ever searching for wealth that 
weahh may supply their pleasures. 

As every taste and inclination may receive its 
gratificaticHi through riohes, the universal and often 
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fieiee poiroit o£k arises, not from the single imptdftt 
of ftvariee, but firiMn the impulse of the wh<^ inind{ 
and on this very account, its pursuits should be moie 
exactly regulated* Let me set up a warning over 
against the special dangers which lie almg the »ot9 

TO fttCH£S. 

L I warn you against thinking that riches iieeet^ 
sort/y confer happiness ; and poverty, unhappinesSh 
Bo not begin life supposing that you shall be he4rt- 
rich, when you are purse-^rich. A man's hapfdnesi 
depends prsmaiily upon his <lispMtion ; if that' be 
good, riches wiU brii^ i^easure; but (»ity vexatieU) 
if that be eviL To lavish money upon sinning 
trifles, to make an idol of cme'a self for ibola to 
gaze at, to rear mansions beyond our wants, to gta^ 
nish them for display and not' for use, to chatter 
through the heartless rounds of pleasure^ to loungie^ 
to gape, to simp^ and giggle: — can wealth make 
VANITY happy by such fdly ? If wealth descends 
upon AVAsicE, does it confer happiness 1 It blights 
the heart, as autumnal fires ravage the prairies I 
The eye glows with greedy cunning, conscience 
shrivels, the light of love goes out, and the wretch 
moves amidst his cchu no better, no happier than a 
loathsome reptile in a mkie of gold, A dreary fite 
of self-love burns in the bosom of the avaricious 
skk, as a hmaoit'a flame in a rumed tonple af die 
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desert The fire is kindled fer no detty^ oad it 
odorous with no inc^ise, but mdj wnxma the shir^ 
ering anchodte. 

Wealth mil do Iktie &r i»ost, but to hasten itls 
ccffixipticm^ Tbere is no ukore happiness in Ji firaf 
heart, than theie is health in a pestilent morasfl^ 
Satis£aetion is not made out of meh etnff as fight^ 
csufousals, obscene revdry , and midiiight ingies. Am 
alligator, gorging or swoln with surfeit and baidsug 
in tiie sun, has %he same ha^pmess which riefaea 
bring to the man who eats to gtofctonf, drinks 4» 
drunkenness, and sleepe to stupidity. Bttt tkitm 
indeed bless that heart whose aln^ner is Bsif«vo«> 
LENCB. If the taste is refined, if the affections ant 
pure, if conscience ie honest, if charttjr listens to the 
needy, and generosity relioTes them ; if the pubUof 
spirited hand festers all that emt)ellidies and all dmt 
ennoUes soaety--then is the rich man h^py. 

On the oth^ hand, do not suppose that poverty ia 
a waste and howling wilderness. Theie is a por-^ 
erty of vice — mean, loathsome, covered with all the 
sores of depravity. There is a poverty of indolence 
-—where virtues sleep, and passions fret and bicker- 
There is a poverty which despondency makei^--<>a 
deep dungeon, in which the victim wears hc^kaa 
chaiDKr Hay God save you from that ! There is a 
qdteful and venomous poverty, in irtiidi mean audi 
8 
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cankered hearts, repairing ncme of their own losses, 
spit at others' prosperity, and curse the rich, — ^them- 
selves doubly cursed by their own hearts. 

But there is a contented poverty, in which indus- 
try and peace rule ; and a joyful hope, which looks 
out into another world where riches shall neither fly 
nor fade. This poverty may possess an independent 
mind, a heart ambitious of usefulness, a hand quick 
to sow the seed of other men's happiness, and find its 
own joy in their enjoyment. If a serene age finds 
' you in such poverty, it is such a wilderness, if it be 
a wilderness, as that in- which God led his chosen 
people, and oa which he rained every day a heavenly 
manna. 

If God open to your feet the way to wealth, enter 
it cheerfully ; but remember that riches will bless or 
curse you, as your own heart determines. But if 
circmnscribed by necessity, you are still indigent, 
after all your industry, do no^ scorn poverty. Hiere 
is often in the hut more dignity than in the palace; 
more satisfaction in the poor man's scanty fiire than 
in the rich man's satiety. 

II. Men are warned in the Bible against ms&ing 
BASTB TO BB RICH. He thot hosteih to he rich hath an 
eml eycj and considereih not ikai poverty shall come 
vpon him. This is spoken, not of the alacrity of 
enterprise, but of the precipitancy of avarice. That 
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is an evil eye which leads a man into trouble by 
incorrect vision. When a man seeks to prosper by 
crafty tricks instead of careful industry; when a 
man's inordinate covetousness pushes him across all 
lines of honesty that he may sooner clutch the prisse ; 
wheal gambling £^)eculatian would reap where it had 
not strewn ; when men gain riches by crimes — there 
is an EVIL ete, which guides them through a sp^ 
cious prosperity, to inevitable ruin. So dependent 
is success upon patient industry, that he who seeks 
it otherwise, tempts his own ruin. A young lawyer, 
unwilling to wait for that practice which rewards 
a good reputation, or unwilling to earn that repu- 
tation by severe application, rushes through all the 
dirty paths of chicane to a hasty prosperity ; and he 
rushes out of ^t, by the dirtier paths of discovered 
viUany. A young politician, scarcely waiting till 
the law allows his majority, sturdily begs for that 
popularity which he should have patiently earned. 
In the ferocious conflicts of political life, cunning, 
intrigue, falsehood, slander, vituperative violence, 
at first sustain his pretensions, and at last demolish 
them. It is thus in all the ways of traffic, in all 
the arts, and trades. That prosperity which grows 
like the musluroom, is as poisonous as the mush- 
room. Few men are destroyed; but many destroy 
themselves. 
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When God sends wealth to Ihss men he sends k 
gradually like a gentle rain. When God sends riches 
iK> punish men, they come tumultuoosly, like a roar* 
ing torrent, tearing up landmarks and sweeping all 
before them in promiscuous ruin. Almost every evil 
which environs the path to wealth, springs from 
that criminal ha^te which substitutes adroitness for 
industry, and trick for toil. 

ni. Let me warn you against covetousnbss. 
TAofi shalt not covet, is the law by wiiich God 
sought to bless a favOTile people. Covetousness is 
greediness of money. The Bible meets it with sig- 
nificant ftoes* by God's haired,^ by solemn t«im- 
irtg9,% by defmnciaiions,^ by exebmon from Heaven. J 
This pecuniary gluttony comes upon the competitors 
for wealth insidioosly. At first, business is only a 
means of paying for our pleasures. Vanity soon 
whets the appetite for money, to sustaiif her parade 
and competition, to gratify her piques and jealousies. 
Pride throws in fuel for a brighter flame. Tindictive 
hatreds often augment the passion, until the whole 
soul glows as a fervid furnace, and the body is driven 
as a boat whose ponderous engine trembles with the 
utmost energy of steam. 

Covetousness is unprofitable. It defeats its own 

«H«b. il. 9. tPs. X.3. IliokezU. u». 1 1 Cor. t. 10^ 11. W, 
hrii. 17. H 1 Oor. Ti. 10. 
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piurposes. It breeds restless daring, where it is dan- 
gerous to venture. It works the mind to fever, so 
that its judgments are not cool, nor its calculations 
calm. Greed of money is like fire ; the more fuel it 
has, the hotter it bums. Everything conspires to 
int^isify the heat Loss excites by desperation, and 
gain by exhilaration. When there is fever in the 
blood, there is fire on the brain; and courage turns 
to rashness, and rashness runs to ruin. 

Covetousness breeds misery. The sight of houses 
better than our own, of dress beyond our means, of 
jewels costlier than we may w^r, of stately equip- 
age, and rare curiosities beyond oiur reach, these 
hatch the viper brood of covetous thoughts ; vexing 
the. poor — ^who would be rich; tormenting the rich 
— who would be richer. The covetous man pined 
to see pleasure ; is sad in the presence of cheerful- 
ness ; and the joy of the world is his sorrow, be- 
cause all the happiness of others is not his. I do 
not wonder that God abhors* him. He inspects his 
heart, as he would a cave full of noisome birds, or 
a nest of rattling reptiles, and loathes the sight of 
its crawling tenants. To the covetous man life is a 
nightmare, and God lets him wrestle with it as best 
he may. Mammon might build its palace on such a 
heart, and Pleasure bring all its revelry there, and 

♦ Ps, X. 8. 

8* 
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Honor all its garlands — ^it wotdd be like pleftsores in 
a sepulchre, and garlandis on a tomb. 

The creed of the greedy man is brief and consis- 
tent ; and unlike other creeds, is both subscribed and 
believed. The chief end of man is to glorify gold 
and erytty ii f&rever : life is & time afforded man to 
grow rich in : deaih^ the winding up of specuktiions : 
keaveny a mart with golden streets : hdl^ a place 
where shiftless men are punished with everlasting 
poverty . 

God searched among the beasts for a fit emblem 
of contempt, to describe tSie «id of a covetous 
prince : He shall be buried with the btarUd of an Ass^ 
drawn and cast forth beyond the gates of Jerusalem.* 
He whose heart is turned to greediness, who sweats 
dirough life under the load of labor only to heap up 
money, and dies without private usefulness, or a 
tecord of pubUc service, is no better, in Ood's esti- 
mation, than a pack-horse, — a mule, — an ass; a 
creature for burdens, to be beaten, and worked and 
killed, and dragged off by another like him, aban- 
dcmed to the birds and forgotten. 

He is buried with the burial op an ass ! This 
is the miser's epitapIi — ^and yours, touno man ! if 
yea earn it by covetousness ! 

lY. I warn you against selfishness. Of riches 

* Jer. zzii. 19. 
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it is written: There is no good in th^m Bui fat a / 

man to ryoice and to do good in hti Sfe. If men , 
absorb their property, it parches *e heart so that it 
will not give forth blossoms and fruits, but only 
thorns and thistles. If men radiate and reflect upon 
others some rays of the prosperity which shines 
upon themselves, wealth is not only harmless, but 
full of advantage. 

The thoroughfares of wealth are crowded by a 
throng who jostle, and thrust, and conflict, like men 
in the tumult of a battle. The rules which crafty 
old men breathe into the ears of the young are full 
of selfish wisdom ; — teaching them that the chief 
end of man is to harvest, to husband, and to hoard. 
Their life is made obedient to a scale of preferences 
graded from a sordid experience; a scale which 
has penury for one extreme, and parsimony for the 
other; and the virtues are ranked between them as 
they are relatively fruitful in physical thrift. Every 
crevice of the heart is caulked with costive maxims^ 
so that no precious drop of wealth may leak out 
through inadvertent generosities. Indeed, gener- 
osity and all its company are thought to be little 
better than pilfering picklocks, against whose wiles 
the heart is prepared, like a coin-vault, with iron- 
clenched walls of stone, and impenetrable doors. 
Mercy, pity, and sympathy, are vagrant fowls ; and 
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that they may not scale the fence between a man 
and his neighbors, their wings are clipped by the 
miser's master-maxim— Charity begins at home. It 
certainly stays there. 

The habit of regarding men as dishonest rivals, 
dries up, also, the kindlier feelings. A shrewd traf- 
ficker must watch his fellows, be suspicious of their 
proffers, vigilant of their movements, and jealous of 
their pledges. The world's way is a very crooked 
way, and a very guileful one. Its travellers creep 
by stealth, or walk craftily, or glide in conceal- 
ments, or appear in specious guises. He who stands 
out-watching among men, to pluck his advantage 
from their hands, or to lose it by their wiles, comes 
at length to regard all men as either enemies or 
instruments. Of course he thinks it fair to strip an 
enemy ; and just sis fair to use an instrument. Men 
are no more to him than bales, boxes, or goods — 
mere matters of traffic. If he oyer relaxes his com- 
mercial rigidity to indulge in the fictions of poetry, 
it is when, perhaps on Sundays or at a funeral, he 
talks quite prettily about friendship, and generosity, 
and philanthropy. The tightest ship may leak in 
a storm, and an unbartered penny may escape from 
this man, when the surprise of the solicitation gives 
no time for thought. 

The heart cannot wholly petrify without some 
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honest rerulsions. Opiates are administered to it 
This business-man tells his heart that it is beset by 
unscrupulous enemies; that beneficent virtues are 
doors to let them in ; that liberality is bread given 
to one's foes; and selfishness only self-defence. At 
the same time, he enriches the fuhtre with generous 
promises. While he is getting rich, he cannot 
afford to be liberal ; but when once he is rich, ah I 
how liberal he means to be ! — as though habits could 
be unbuckled like a girdle, and were not rather 
steel-bands riveted, defying the edge of any man's 
resolution, and clasping the heart with invincible 
servitude ! 

Thorough selfishness destroys or paralyzes en- 
joyment. A heart made selfish by the contest for 
wealdi is like a citadel stormed in war. The ban- 
ner of victory waves over dilapidated walls, deso- 
late chambers, and magazines riddled with artillery. 
Men, covered with sweat, and begrimed with tiril, 
expect to find joy in a heart reduced by selfishness 
to a smouldering heap of ruins. 

I warn every aspirant for wealth against the in- 
fernal canker of selfishness. It will eat out of the 
heart with the fire of hell, or bake it harder than a 
stone. The heart of avaricious old age stands like 
a bare rock in a bleak wilderness, and there is no 
rod of authority, nor incantation of pleasure, which 
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can draw from it one crystal drop to quench the 
raging thirst for satisfaction. But listen not to fny 
words alone; hear the solemn voice of God, pro- 
nouncing doom upon the selfish : Your riches are 
corrupted, and your garments are moth-eaten. Your 
gold and silver is cankered ; and the rust of them 
shaU be a witness against you^ and shall eat your 
flesh as it wereflre,* 

V. I warn you against seeking wealth by coy- 
BRT DISHONESTY. The everlasting plea of petty 
fraud or open dishonesty, is, its necessity or profltc^ 
bleness. 

It is neither necessary nor profitable. The hope 
is a deception, and the excuse a lie. The severity 
of competition afiTords no reason for dishonesty in 
word or deed^ Competition is fair, but not all me^A- 
ods of competition. A mechanic may compete with 
a mechanic, by rising earlier, by greater industry, 
by greater skill, more punctuality, greater thorough- 
ness, by employing better materials; by a more 
scrupulous fidelity to promises, and by facility in 
accommodation. A merchant may study to excel 
competitors, by a better selection of goods, by more 
obliging manners, by more rigid honesty, by a bet- 
ter knowledge of the market, by better taste in the 
arrangement of his goods. Industry, honesty, kind- 
le James t. 2, 3. 
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ness, taste, genius and skill, are the only materials 
of all rightful competition. 

But whenever you have exerted all your knowl- 
edge, all your skill, all your industry, with long 
continued patience and without success, then, it is 
clear, not that you may proceed to employ trick and 
cunning, but that you must stop. God has put 
before you a bound which no man may overleap. 
There may be the appearance of gain on the kna- 
vish side of the wall of honor. Traps are always 
baited with food sweet to the *t'aste of the intended 
victim; and Satan is too crafty a trapper not to 
scatter the pitfall of dishonesty with some shining 
particles of gold. 

But what if fraud were necessary to permanent 
success ? will you take success upon such terms 1 I 
perceive, too often, that young men regard the ar- 
gument as ended, when they prove to themselves 
that they cannot be rich withont guile. Tery well ; 
then be poor. But if you prefer money to honor, 
you may well swear fidelity to the villain's law? 
If it is not base and detestable to gain by equivoca- 
tion, neither is it by lying ; and if not by lying, 
neither is it by stealing; and if not by stealing, 
neither by robbery or murder. Will you tolerate 
the loss of honor and honesty for the sake of profit? 
For exactly this, Judas betrayed Christ, and Arnold 
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bis country. Because it is the only way to gaia 
some pleasure, may a wife yield her honor ? — ^a pot- 
itidan sell himself? — a statesn^an barter his coon* 
aelTf-^a judge t«ke bribes? — a juryman forswear 
himself ?«*-<Mr a wkness eommit peijury ? Then vir- 
tues are marketable commodities) and may be hung 
up, like* meat in the shambles, or sold at auction to 
the highest bidder. 

Who can afford a victory gained by a defeat of his 
virtue? What prosperity can eompensate the plno^ 
deringof a man's heart? A good name is rather to b^ 
chosen than great riches : sooner or later every man 
will find it so. 

With what dismay would Esau have sorrowed 
for a lost birthright, had he lost also die pitiful mess 
0{ pottage for which he sold it? With what double 
despair would Judas have dulched at death, if he 
had not obtained even the thirty jneces of silver 
which were to pay his infamy? And with what 
utter confusion will all dishonest men, who were 
learning of the Devil to defraud other men, find at 
length, that he was giving his most finished lesson 
of deception, — by <;heating them! and making pov« 
erty and disgrace the only fruit of the lies and frauds 
which were framed for profit ! Getting treasure iy 
a lying tongue is a vanity tossed to and fro of them 
that seek death. 
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Um ham onlf looked upon lb*; itigw^ht^ tf A 
caieer when thfij proiiomiGe'iqpoii the.profitahfci— it 
of didtonesiy; Many a dbip gpes gatlf out ^ haAtr 
wbifih xieiw letiflmi aguii« Thiitl only is a gMi 
voyage wluch brings JWim Ae ridily frcighMAahipk 
God ei^pUokly declaios that an inMiteUs ouiKo oC 
duhonesty shall fail ujion ttis cximmal latnsstt^ ot 
upMi bis cbildven : A ihat bf murpf and mgmi 
gWh mer^Meihkifi mAMmMe^ he ^wM g dtkttiiJbr 
idm tkai iM pi^ ike feor. Oh dkiUr^ Mt f^ 
frmn «|/e^i mtd thejf am crmMi^ in the gwim, 
JfkOJ^ ietkere my it^ deliver 4h»i^t th^m 
kmeih up their eubekmce^ 

Iniquities, whose erA is dark as midnight, 
pemiitted to open bright as the ttonriog; Ihs most 
pmsoDoiia bi^d unloUs with biiltiattt colosa Sa iha 
threshold of perdition is burnished tiU it g^ows Vkm 
the g[|tB of poradisa There ie a way wlAck i 
fight wUe a n%an^ bed^ the ende ihereftf etre Ifts i 
iff death. This ia dishonesty deseiibed to the liftt 
▲t fiist you look down upon a smooth endTerdant 
path covered with flowers, peiaftnned with odor% 
and orerhung with fruits and grateful shade. Ito 
knag perspective is illusive; for it ends qnieklf in m 
preeipioep over which you pitch mto irretmvaUa 

For the sources of this inevitable <&Mtev« wsdlMl 
9 
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look notiutbet than 'tfie effect of dislionesty upon a 
mail's own mind. The differen(;e between cmimng 
and wisdom, is the difference between acting by the 
Mrtain and immutable laws Of nature, and acting by 
Ae shifis of tempomry expedients. An honest man 
puts his prosperity upon the broad current of those 
laws which gorem the world. A crafty man' means 
to pry between them, to steer across them, to take 
advantage of th^n. An honest man steers by Qoi^ii 
ahart; and a dishonest man by his own. WhicK 
is'ttie most liable to peiplexities and fatal mistakes 
ef juispMatf Wisdom steadily ripens to the ead ; 
cunning is worm-bitten, and som drops from *ftte 
tras. 

I could repeat the names of many men, (every 
vfllage has such, and they swarm in cities,) who am • 
sidlfid, indefatigable, but audaciously dishonest; and 
ftr a time they seemed going straight forward to the 
realm of wealth. I never knew a single one to avoid 
ultimate ruin. Men who act under dishonest pas-^ 
amis, are like men riding fierce horses. It is not 
always wi A the rider when or where he shall stop. 
If for his sake, the steed dashes wildly on while the 
i«>ad is smoodi ; so, turning suddenly into a rough 
and dangerous way, the rider must go madly for- 
ward for the steed's sake, — ^now chafed, his metfle 
ap^ bim eye afire, and beast and burden like a bolt 



Digitized 



by Google 



>pfte<Kng Uuroa^ tlie air, ulilal sene Umncl or «adr 
dea £a\l tunaUe botiti to Ihe gnomidr— a crudied and 
waiigiad mass. 

Axiumpiismmgplain eafbbyl^nestmeaxiavu^^ 
be irmAkd on «very sideypet noi di$ire$$ed: per^ 
pkxedj but. mi m despair : persecuiedy but n^i /art 
§afcen.: cast ^0^$%^ but nai destroyed. But those fliat 
puiBue their, adyaatage "by a rouiid of dishoneslteti 
t»&en fear pometh us a desolatioHy and deStructUm as 
a u^iriwindy u>bm distress and anguish' come tqnm 
tkemf < . t sbfoU edU of the frmt of &eir sum umjh 
aud be fUlod wUh their suin devices ; far the tiimi9$g 
fnwaysf the simple shall staff them; and ike prosper^ 
Uy. cf fools shall destroy them. . 

YI. The Bible overflows widi warnings to thf(M 
who g^ wealth by violent extortion, cnr by< any 
flagiani viUany. Some men stealthily slip fmn 
und^ them the possessions of the poor. Some be* 
guile the simple and beedle^s of their, patrimony. 
Some tyraimize^over ignomnee, and etntort &om it 
its fair domains. Some steal away the aenses, and 
inloxicate the mind— the more readily and largely to 
cheat ; some set their tmps in all the dark plaoes of 
meal's adversity, and prowl for ^^i^eoks aU along die 
ibcHres on which men's f<»rtune$ go to pieoea Man 
will take advantage of extreme misery, to wring k 
with more griping togrtores, and compel it to the 
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W booriM iff the Mrfboor? «i Aoliung sMie extmoldl 
by the usurer. The earth is as full elairaiieiaw 
Hwwt s w, as 4iia teonieai ibffeala,%r« <tf heaitaof )>fe7. 
Bn^aiBidatt tbs Bonsyneid tigiNni, and hTenaa^ kaeesi 
Hie jslately bulk ef Acee h^get BisHBMons. 

The flrsi IfeHBawP* » that uioaniate fiend wlio 
fWirigatiB the oceaa to tr^ffie ia huiuan misery and 
fiei^t with the groaaa «b4 tears ot agMy. Diitettt 
shuiea ane smghl witti eofds and mafiaofee; TUlagee 
ipipriied wkh toreh wA sword ; aad the loathsone 
i^Hp a^aSoisa ^itot Ae swovd ojod the fire h«re 
spaieA By B^ht and diiy Ae voyage speeds^ maA 
the storm spares wvetc^s mofe vriMtfesa Ihatt 
ilseii Tb^ i»iiad \imftsi and the sun Kghta ihepath 
^ a ship^iviMw I^ Hi mitteE in Mood. Qideoae 
profltsv dripptng red, wen at fliis hopr, lure tfemM 
iirfbfiial misoveiuits V^ their leiBpieekss erfanda 
7he thhpol of gold mgpkw such coui9age> skill, and 
ounniiig ^^lanee, that Ae Sunders «f £mip affied 
naviea-eannot siak the mfluxioas fleet 

WhSkt wonde; "l f^t sii^ a BfittMOtH of rapao^ 
ily slailcs aiMiig US) and ftkttene om the bkiod c^ our 
■e«i% Ifen th^^ are, who, -withoiftt a pong or gleam 
o# i>eme¥se, win eocilf wait lor eharactes to rot, and 
heattb to sink, and means to m^t, that they nmy 
•neb up^ thsii last deep of the vi^tta^^s Uood. Oar 
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jbeeCs i^e ftdl ei leeHng wietxiiiea "wliose bodiies as^ 
manhood and souls have been crushed and put to 
fbe -pieas, that monsters might wring out of them a 
wine for tbrir infernal thirst The agony of mkt- 
tti^t massaere, the jdirensy of tbe ship's dungeon, 
the living death of the aoiAdle passage, the waik of 
reparation, and the dismal .torpor of hopeless servi- 
tnde-^aie these found only in the piracy of tbe slave 
trade? They all'are amcmg us! worse dssassina^ 
lions! worse drfiig^ing to a prison-ship ! worse 
groans, ringihg fiom the fetid hdd! worse sqNU^ 
ations of fttmilies ! worse bondage of intemperate 
menj enslaved by that most inexorable of aU tasb- 
aiast^rsi^H3^:isual habit I 

The third Bsbsmoth is^ seen lurking aimong Hie 
indiaii savages, and bringing Ae arts of teaming^ 
and the skiU of civiiizalion, to aid in fdimdering the 
debaiMshed barbarian. The cuifning, murdering, 
acalpmg Indian, is no match for the Christian whito- 
Bmn« Compared wilii the midnight knavery of taea 
reared in schools, rocked by religion, tempered and 
taught by ihe liuinane institutions o£ liberty and 
eivilizatioti, all tbe craft of the savage is twilight 
Vast estates have been accumulated, wkhout kav- 
hig an honest farthing in them. Our Penitentiaxies 
might be oemi to school to the Treaty^gr ounds atad 
Gouncil'^grouiKds; Sbiugglera and swindkei might 
9* 
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IwnWn AeoMfiliveftiatlb&pieaniee^Iiidiaft tet^htf^ 
'All 1%e erimasi Agfainit property kaewa to aw lawB 
AaniBh with i^uialulA^^rigor; and some, tmknovn 
^eiTilized'^laiLy; To. swindle igaaaxMe, to «Tef- 
nmd^ mmjilofiitYf to lie ^tritboiU scruple to eajr.exte&i, 
frcNon meie iioplioatiMi dotwa to petfiiFf ; to tempt 
the samgae to lob qadi otfaatj and to r^cmre ti^eir 
yfamdos; to eril* goods* at inbtedible prioea to the 
floher Indiatt, Hmn to intosEioato faia^ and steal liieni 
id< back b|p. a diajoi baagam, to be sold afaill) and 
«bo^ agam; to employ falsehood, lufit^ tiii6ttt% 
'wkUifiY, and evoa Ae Knife, and the piatol ; iaai&nt 
toeonsiime iwliidiaa'is.^ubetanee by ernvjr we aad 
crime possible to an nnprindpled faeuBt^ iniaairf 
'wHt}^ an. insiitiAhbi tapacity, unimtriied by) Jastice, 
apd( mmeslKUiied by (AW-^thii it isrto be^aiiilHaMii 
^4iaB. I woidd rather kdtocit die boir^ of Ten»* 
•ciasy OS make Jny bed in Etna, than otra those estotoa 
iriiich have been scalped off from human b^nfA'ae 
the hflntev strips; a bea/v»r of its.' faii Oi all Iheae^ eC 
AX£L who gmx possessions by ezto^^tion and roMnrjf^ 
iwvei^ let* joussell be enirious !* twos, miviauB ulikt 
f^^k^ when: f 9aw^ tha pfoaperiiif of Ite wickei. 
'Tkilfieiyes $UMt mU wiA JkUness^: they have more 
^ktm-hBomt^ooultvnshL They am eetTupi\ and^pfMk 
miekoify eofi^emiaig appreeneth. They kaiee eei 
ttilf^^mauik- againe^ iim^ hemen^ a$kh 4ke(r^ i^ngm^ 
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pia^e^l'iim^miioiM:iimf^ dawn aaipi detirwMm^ m 

rars. As a dream when ma 0uabeAy.Ma^ O JLuM 
mhpmAmiQunkBdy tkiak^simtbdBSfi§e Ukeksimiagt! 

I wQidck not hf^^ IbfiSB hfiaqts lahoL kaye 901 vomSm 
metufy, wfflBO tfaftt wnU at aolid ^tobe^ of gold) aai 
JUSUB.' JS, would &»^alBudlfiwliittpu in: the^.|oidgp^^ 
vtt»* eTury/ flCai' of h^Mrop^ » ij^afau. of ziofafiv ^^^ 
«iu|a I: 'VQ^nld noti waUe widi Aent tho. Intninig 
tUMiof^hfill^ tnt beat'tkeip tDvamt, and uttor tUoir 
gieoofl, <n: die thMtteofOodkMlfi 

L0I ii» hMM^; Ae oonolu^ioa o£ the^wbote aaatter. 

getter. RiKsbMM teught with guife) God witt Tprnffin 
wiA iFmgeaoea Sicl|e» got hy finmd^ we dfug (nu 
mt oM^Sv omi hea»t, aod" d^atioy tbe niae. U^wt 
^cbo8 onitte^ ii» omwr ib^ gettieg, in^ keeping, ia 
transmitting. They curse his children in theiitfittk 
er's m^nory, in their own wasteful habits, in drawing 
around them all bad men to be their companions. 

While I do not discourage your search for wealth, 
I warn you that it is not a cruise upon level seas, and 
under bland skies. You advance where ten thou* 
aand are broken in pieces before they reach the 
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nut; "vrbeie those vrbo imeh ii axe wotn <mt, bf 
dieir labon, past enjoying their riohes. Yon seek a 
ljUi4 pleaeiuit to the sight, bat -dangerous to the feet; 
• hnd of firagnnt winds, whieh lull to eecurity ; of 
^Iden fruits, which are poisonous y of glorious hues, 
which dazzle and mislead. 

You may be' rich and be pure^ but it will cost ]fou 
a struggle. You may be rich and go to hearen; but 
ten, doubtless, will siidc beneath their riches, yAmatt 
one brealcs through than to hearen. If you have 
eolered this shining way, begin to look for mares 
and txaps. Go not careless of your danger, and pro* 
▼oking it See, on eyery side of you, how many 
there are who seal Ood's word with their blood :«*^ 

They thai wiU be rich^ foB inio iemptaiUm <md a 
snore, and into manyfooUeh and hurtful bieis^ whiok 
drown men in deaiructitm and perdUion. For ii$ 
LOTE of Money ia the root of aU evU, which^ while 
anme have coveted afters they ha»e erred from A9 
faithy and pierced themaelvee through with many 
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Hb vrko is alluied to embrace evil under some 
engagiiig form of beauty^ or dedacCiTe appearance 
of good, is enticed. A man is tempted to what he 
knows to be sinftil ; he is enticed where tiie evil 
appears to be innocent The Ekittcer wins his way 
by bewildering Ate moral sense, setting false lights 
ahead of die imagination, painting disease with the 
hues of health, making impurity to glow like inno- 
oency, strewing the broad-road with flowers, lulling 
its traTellers with soothing music, hiding all its 
chasms, covering its pitfklls, and closing its lon{^ 
perspective with the mimic glow of Paradise. 

The young are seldbm tempted to outright wick- 
edness ; evit comes to them as an enticement The 
honest generosity and fresh heart of youth would 
revolt from open meanness and undisguised vice. 
The Adversary conforms his wiles to their nature. 
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He tempts them to the basest deeds by b^nniag 
with innocent ones, gliding to more exceptionable, 
and finally, to positively wicked ones. All oor 
warnings then must be against the vernal beauty of 
vice. Its autumi| and wiater ^one wish. It is my 
purpose to describe the enticement of particular men 
upon the young. 

Every youth knows that there are dangerous men 
abroad who would injure him by lying, by slander, 
by over-reaching and plundering him. From such 
they have little to fear, because they are upon their 
guarid. Few imagine that they have anything tq 
dread from those who have no designs againist 
them ; yet such is the instinct of imitation, so insea* 
9ibly does the example of m^ steal upop us and 
iKrarp our conduct to their Ukeness, that the young 
often receive a deadly injury from inen.with whom 
they never spok^. As all bodies in nature give out 
or receive caloric until there is an equilibrium of 
temperature, so there is a radiation of character 
upon character. Our thoughts, our tastes, our erno* 
tions, our partialities, our prejudices, and finally, 
our conduct and habits, are insensibly changed by 
the silent influence of men who never once directly 
tempted us, or even knew the efiect which they pro- 
duced, I shall draw for your inspection some^of 
those dangerous. men, whose open or isilent entices 
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iMnt has availed against thousands, and wiH be 
exerted upon thousands more. 

I. Tbb wit. It is sometimes said by |>hlegmatie 
theologians that Christ never laughed, but often 
wept. I shall not quarrel with the assumption. I 
only say that men have within them a faculty of 
mirthfulness which God created. I suppose it was 
meant fer use. Those who do not feel the impul* 
sion of this faculty, are not the ones to sit in judg- 
fisent upon those who do. It would be very absurd 
for an owl in an ivy bush, to read lectures on optics 
to an eagle; or for a mole to counsel a lynx on the 
rin of sharp-eightedness. He is divinely favored 
who may trace a sUver vein in alt the affairs of 
life ; see sparkles of light in the gloomiest scenes ; 
and absolute radiance in those which are bright 
There are in the clouds ten thousand inimitable 
forms and hues to be found nowhere else ; there 
iBire in plants and trees beautiful shapes and endless 
varieties of color; there are in flowers minute pen- 
cilings of exquisite shade; in fVuits a delicate bloom, 
-^llke a veil, making the face of beauty more beau* 
tiful ; sporting among the trees, and upon the flow* 
ers, 3,re tiny insects — gems which glow like living 
diamonds. Ten thousand eyes stare full upon these 
things^intSsee nothing; and yet thns the Divine 
Artist has finished his matchless work. Thus, t00| 
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upoB all th^ labon of hfei the ereiilii of «aob hovt 
the course of good or wil; tipea mck Bclitam^ e» 
wovd, <^ ftttimde; upon »& the endkee tHoLogeB 
tmnspiriflg aiiMNig myned »&D| there is a deUealB 
gracei or btmnii or spafJdei or mdiaOBei whkh 
eatehes the eye of Wit, and delights it with mypear - 
sBoes which aie to the. weightier mattMs of lil% 
what odor^ ook»rs| and syimnetry^, are te the maritel^^ 
aUe and cmnmeioial {icoperties of matter. 

▲ saiad imbiied with this feeling is fall of daneiog 
tmo^ mick as we see jnoviag ia sunbeams wheo 
they pour through seme shutter into a dark roomi 
aad wheu the sights and oooeeptiQns of wii aos 
uttered in wards they di^ae upon others that ploar 
sure whoee brigjbtiiess shines upon its own eheerfal 
ianginatkin. 

It is not strands that the Wit is a uniyersal fave»* 
ite. AU companies rqc^ce iu bis presencoi watch 
fer his wcHrds, repeat his language. He moves like 
a comet whesa incomings and. outgoings are uncon* 
trsUaUew He astonishes the regular stars with the 
eccentricity of his orbit, and flirts his Jong tail 
athwart the heaven without the di^test misgivinp 
that it will be troublesome, and coquets the very 
sun with audacious familiarity. When wit is un* 
penreitedi it listens tabor, makea the very faaaaC 
o«e to ebine, djlffnass cheerfubieBS Among msn^ muk- 
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tijdies tbe sources of. harmless enjoyment, gilds the 
dark things of life, and heightens the lustre of the 
brightest. If perverted, wit becomes an instrument 
of malevolence, it gives a deceitful coloring to vice^ 
it reflects a semblance of truth upon error, and dia- 
Corts the features of real truth by false lights. 

The Wit. is liable to indolence by relying vkpem 
his genius ; to vanity, by the praise which is offered ' 
as incense; to malignant sarcasm, to revenge his 
affronts; to dissipation, from the habit of exhilara* 
tiou, and from the company which court him. Th# 
mere Wit is only a human bauble. He is to life 
what bells are to horses, not expected to draw the 
load, but only to jingle while the horses draw. 

The young often repine at their own native dul- 
ness; and since <xod did not choose to endow theafe 
with this shining quality, they will make it for 
themselves. Forthwith they are smitten with the 
itch of imitation. Their ears purvey to their mouth 
the borrowed jest; their eyes note the Wit's fashion, 
and the awkward youth clumsily apes, in a side* 
circle, the Wit's deft and graceful gesture, the 
smooth smile, the roguish twinkle, the sly look — 
much as Caliban would imitate Ariel. Every com* 
munity is supplied with self-made Wits. One re- 
tails other men's sharp witticisms, as a Jew puts off 
thread-bare garments. Another roars over his owtt 
10 
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bftilal qttotatioDs of Setiptiwe. Amthmr iiiv«tiii H 
wittioisai by a Idgtoal deditetfon of <ti««M»taAM*^ 
EBd niffs and giggles over the ranill as CGUi|da*- 
eeaAy as if oAer ineD laughed toa Others lie ia 
wtit asound your conversation to trip up sottie word^ 
or strike a light out of some sentence. Othees fish 
in dictionaries for pitiful pnns; — and all fulfil the 
Iprediotion of Isaiah : Te duril etme^we chaffy amd 

It beeotoies Ibl tnailia. Each achool has tu allti^ 
«oas, each cif^ hai its apirii molion, «aoli wmpan^^^ 
ionhood its paric of wit-Mrtillery ; and we find street^ 
Wit, shop-wk, anction^wit^ «diool-vit, ibol's-wil^ 
vhisky^-wil^ «taUe-wit, aiid abnoet mr&ry idnd Bf . 
wit, bat notber^-wit ^-'^pans, quibUes, catcheft, woaM- 
be^Bsts, ttxread-bsfe steries, and gew^gaw taisd,«^ 
eveiythitig but the l:eal dUmtand, which sparkles 
simply because 6ed mad» it so that it oouM not 
help sparkhi^. Real, natire thirthfvfaiess is tike a 
pleitsaoft rtfl whidh quietly wells up in sense vterdant 
nook, and steals cM fiom among reeds and willowi 
noisetessly, and is seen fiir dotrn die meadow, as 
Bftudi by die fruitfalness 4f[ its edges in flowers, :as 
by its own glimmoHng light. 

Let every one beware of the insensible effect of 
H^ty men upon him ; they gitd lies, so ihat base 
msy pass ior true; <bat which is gfossly \rfong, 
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wit may make fescmatiBg; nrhen na urgument 
eohld peranade yon, the ecumseatioiis of wit may 
daarie and blkid you ; when dnty presses you, th« 
Artatenings of this bvman Itghtnmg may make ywi 
afraid to do rig^t Remember that the ifievy imi 
office of wit, ia only to lighten the serious labora 
of Ufe ; that it is only a i&Kk, by which men may 
cheer the gloom <tf a dark way. When it sets up to 
he your eonnselior or your gtiide, it is the iaoVs 
fife, flitting irregularly and leading ]rou into the 
quag or morass. The great Dramatist represents 
a witty sprite to hav« put an ass' head upon a 
man^ shoulders; beware that y*ou do not let thn 
■Qis^eroas sprite put an ape's head upon yours* 

If God has not given you this quicksilver, no ait 
ean make it; nor need yon regret it. The stone, 
Ae wood, and the iron are a thousand times more 
▼aluable to society than pearls and diamonds and 
rare gems; and sterling sense, and industry, and 
Integra^, are better a thousand times, in the hard 
work of living, than the brilliance of wit. 

II. There is a character which I shall deacribe 
as the HimoiiisT. I do not employ the term to demg^ 
nate one who indulges in that pleasantest of all wit 
— latent wit; but to describe a creature who con- 
ceals a coarse animalism under a brilliant, jovial 
exterior. The dangerous humorist is of a plump 
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eonditbn, evincing the excellent digestion of a good 
eater, and answering very well to the Psalmist's de- 
■ctiption: His eyes stand out with fainess; he is 
noi in iroubk cls other men are ; he has more than 
heart conld wish, and his tongue walketh through 
the earth. Whatever is pleasant in ease, whatever is 
indalgent in morals, whatever is solacing in luxury; 
the jovial few, the convivial many, the glass, the 
cards, the revel, and midnight uproar, — ^these are his 
delights. His manners are easy and agreeable; his 
fece reddent of fun and good nature ; his whole air 
that of a man fond of the utmost possible bodily 
refreshmtot. Withal, he is sufficiently circumspect 
and secretive of his course, to maintain a place in 
genteel society ; for that is a luxury. He is not a 
glutton, biit a choice eater. He is not a gross 
drinker, only^a gentlemanly consumer of every curi- 
ous compound of liquor. He has travelled ; he can 
tell you which, in every city, is the best bar, the 
best restaurateur, the best stable. He knows every 
theatre, each actor; particularly is he versed in the 
select morsels of the scandalous indulgence peculiar 
to each. He knows every race-course, every nag, the 
history of all the famous matches, and the pedigree 
of every distinguished horse. The whole vocabu- 
lary of pleasure is vernacular, — ^its wit, its slang, 
its watchwords, and hiackletter literature. He is a 



Digitized 



by Google 



P0CTEAI9 msMMmr. US 



piofinuNl anoftlist of acandal ; ererjr dtxetm of iiew«i 
dear or muddy, diaemboguea into the gulf of Im 
prodigious memory. He can tell you, after liFing 
but a week in a city, who gambles, when, for what 
sums, and with what &ite; who is impure, who 
was, who is suspected, who is not suspected — ^hftt 
ought to be. He is a moibid anatomist of morala; 
a brilliant fiesh-ifly*-*-uiierring to detect taint 

Like other men, he toves admimtion and desires 
to extend his influence. All these mani&Id aocom- 
pliflhmenls are exhibited before the callow young, 
lliat be may secure a train of uselul foUowers, be 
ijl piofiise of money ; and metres among them with 
an easy, insinxiating frankness, a neyeiHseasing gai^ 
ety, so spicy with ftm, so diverting with stories, so 
foil of little hits, sly innuendoes, or solemn wit, with 
now and then a rare touch of dexteirous mimicry, 
end the whole so pervaded by the indescribable flap 
Tor, the changing hues of humor, — that the young 
are bewildered with idolatrous admiration. What 
gay young man, who is oM enough to admiie him** 
sdf and be ashamed of his parents, can resist a man 
80 bedewed with humor, narrating exquisite stories 
wifh such mock gravity, with such slyness of mouth, 
and twinkling of the eye, with such grotesque «ttif- 
tudeS) and significant gestures 7 He is declared to 
be the most remarkable man in the world. Now 
10* 
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take off this man's dress, put out the one faculty of 
mirthfulaess, and he will stand disclosed without 
a single positire virtue! With strong appetites 
deeply indulged, hovering perpetually upon the twi- 
light edge of every vice ; and whose wickedness is 
only not apparent, because it is garnished with 
flowers and garlands; who is not despised, only 
because his various news, artfully told, keep us in 
good humor with ourselves ! At one period of 
youthful life, this creature's influence supplants that 
of every other man. There is an absolute faacina- 
lion in him which awakens a cravmg in the mind 
to be of his circle; plain duties become drudgery, 
home has no light ; life at its ordinary key is mono- 
tonous, and must be screwed up to the concert pitch 
of this wonderful genius ! As he tells his stories, so 
with a wretched grimace of imitation, apprentices 
will try to tell them ; as he gracefully swings 
through the street, they will roll ; they will leer be- 
cause he stares genteelly ; he sips, they guzzle — and 
talk impudently, because he talks with easy confi- 
dence. He walks erect, they strut; he lounges, they 
loll ; he is less than a man, and they become even 
less than he. Copper-rings, huge blotches of breast- 
pins, wild streaming handkerchiefs, jaunty hats, odd 
clothes, superfluous walking-sticks, ill -uttered oaths, 
stupid jokes, and blundering pleasantries^-these 
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ate the first fruits of imitaticm I Theie are Tarioos 
grades of it, from the office, store, shop, street, cleax 
down to the hostlery and stable. Our cities are filled 
with these juvenile nondescript monsters, these con^* 
pounds of vice, low wit, and vulgarity. The orig* 
inal is morally detestable, and the counterfeit is a 
very base imitation of a very base thing; the dark 
riiadow of a very ugly substance. 

III. The Cynic. The Cynic is one who never 
sees a good quaUty in a man, and never fails to see 
a bad one. He is the human owl, vigilant in dark- 
ness and blind to Ught, mousing for vermin, and 
never seeing noble game. The Cynic puts all human 
actions into only two classes — opetUy bad, and «e- 
nT^y bad. All virtue and generosity and disinter- 
estednefis are merely the appearance of good, but 
selfish at the bottom. He holds that no man does a 
good thing except for profit The efiect of his con- 
versation upon your feelings is to chill and sear 
them; to send you away sore and morose. His 
criticisms and innuendoes fall indiscriminately upon 
every lovely thing, likiB frost upon flowers. If a 
man is said to be pure and chaste, he will answer : 
Yes^ in the day time. If a woman is pronounced 
virtuous, he will reply: yes^ as yet. Mr. A. is a 
reUgious man : yes^ on Sundays, Mr. B. has just 
joined the church : certainly; the elections are coming 
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M« The Muaitler of the goipel I0 oallcd an exunpte 
ci dfligcMoe : it ft Jtef l^ada. Saeb a man is gcMn 
•OS : of olAcr mtn'^ oMiMy. This man is obligingi 
i^Udlnuficwm mid cheat fon. That man is upright: 
hetmum he is greem. Thus his eye stminB out every 
good quality and takes in only the bad. To him 
feligion is hypoerisy, honesty a pieparatioD fer 
fraud, virtue only want of opportunity, and wide* 
niable purity, asceticism* The live-long day he will 
eoelly sit with neering lip^ uttering sharp speeches 
ki the qnielnst manner, and in polished phrase, 
Imisfixttig every charaeter whidi is presented: 
His ttords wre softer tiian 0^ ys^ care they dra$en 
mBcrde. 

All 4ii% to the youx^, seems a woi^erful knowl* 
edge of human nature; they honor a man who 
appeairs to have foumd mtt mankind. They begm 
to indulge themselves in flippant sneers ; and with 
supercilious brow, and impudent tongue, wagging to 
msL empty brain> call to naught the wise, the long 
tried, and the venerable. 

I do believe that man is corrupt enough; but 
something of good has survived his wreck; some- 
thing of evil religion has restrained, and something 
partially restored ; yet, I look upon the human heart 
as a mountain of fire. I dread its crater. I tremUe 
when I see its lava roll the fiery stream. THBRKFOftB| 
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I am the more glad, if upon the old crust ci past 
emptions, I can find a single flower springing up. 
So far from rejecting appearances of virtue in the 
corrupt heart of a depraved race, I am eager to see 
their light as ever mariner was toisee a star in a 
stormy night. 

Moss will grow upon gravestones; the ivy will 
cling to the mouldering pile; the mistletoe springs 
from the dying branch ; and, God be praised, some- 
thing green, something fair to the sight and grateful 
to the heart, will yet twine around and grow out of 
the seams and cracks of the desolate temple of Ae 
human heart ! 

Who could walk through Thebes, Palmyra, at 
Petrsea, and survey the wide waste of broken arches, 
crumbled altars, fallen pillars, efSsu^ed cornices, top- 
pling walls, and crushed statues, with no feelings 
but those of contempt? Who, unsorrowing, could 
see the stork's nest upon the carved pillar, satyrs 
dancing on marble pavements, and scorpions nest- 
ling where beauty once dwelt, and dragons the bcAb 
tenants of royal palaces? Amid such melancholy 
magnificence, even the misanthrope might weep! 
If here and there an altar stood mibruised, or a 
graven column unblemished, or a statue nearly per- 
fect, he might well feel love for a man-wrought 
stone, so beautiful, when all else is so dreary uid 
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dMdnte. Tkuav tlMii^ nam is m a ^ksofaite cily; 
afld hill pssMD* are lui tibe wM beiusts 
BMs kovlkig ift kkK^i' pakioes^ yel he is God'a 
vorhnuHaflfaip^ and a thouaand tottchea ol exx|iimfea 
heautj temaiB. Siaca Ghost hath put his soYereign 
hand to restore man's ruin, many points are. fe* 
moulded and the fair Icuw «f a new fabric aheady 
appears peimg fiem the ruin9> and the first &int 
fsMe i9 ^ssmering upon the restored altar. 

It is impossibie to indulge in suoh habitual severity 
oi epinion upon our feUow-«ieci, without tejunn^ 
the teRdemess and delioaey (d our own fedynga A 
man will be what his most cherished IMings me. 
U he eneMraga a nol^ generosity, every kel^g 
yfiil ba eniiclied fay it; if he uurse bitDer and m^ 
xmmfiA tfumi^ts^ his own spirit wiU absoirb the 
peJMn) atti )» will crawl aonong men as a Ym^^ 
niahed adder, iria^^se life is wschief, and whose, 
^nrand is death. 

Although ejgperi^ce AmiA correct the indisorim* 
iaate confidsnce of the young, no experience should 
render them callous to goodness wherever seen« He 
who hunts for flowers, wUl find flowers ; and he who 
loves weeds, may find weeds. Let it be remem- 
Ymmdy that no man, who is not himself mortaUy 
diseased, will have a relish for disease in others. A 
swoln wielch, blotched all over with leprosy, aiiay 
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1^ hifacnnlf feU ^nij ivmit ar excmcanc^ «poii 
beftUtfr. A irhfifasanM man ^viU be paiacd an it^ 
and «eek aat to nodce at. Bcjed, den, the moiUd 
aflftbitixm Df ^dw <77iAk^ or oeacse to «a]l ymrietf ft 

lY. I iiaftr that few Tfllagcai esift itvvtfaoilt a s|Mi<* 

BfltfBn^ the LUBKTlNfi. 

Has trrand into this irorid iu «o «&pi<it« «very 
dfi|MAi of iS0Bsualit7i and collect upon bimself Ibt 
fixihieBa t)f ev«ry eiM. Ht is pr^md to be irjte ; iiit 
omlntioa is ^ be v^cx datn other OMu Wet% «im 
Bot ^onfirotited almovt >da% hf such Trretchies^ It 
^vimdd te faaird Id beheve ftwt aaf <conM exist, to 
whom fKokf and decenejr iHexe a biudcii, und «&)y 
eonruption a ddSigbi. This creature has cfaanged 
his nataarQi until oalj that vHbbA i&gaata a puae 
mind j^eases ^his. He is fauied b)r the vBHOi of jcat^ 
rion. Hk >coai»e fedinga, tsttimniatod by gross exei* 
tantq, are insendible to delicac|r. Tht exqiastto 
blofMai, the dew and freabness of dhe ;floa^rs <ef ib» 
heart vhicb delight bolh good men and<jtod hjmseli^ 
be gaaes upon, as a Seh^tnoth wouM gave encmpo 
tured iipon a prairie ^ flowers. It is so mudi 
paetuM. The forms, the lodora, the tanes aae daily m 
moiithful finr ^his fairible 'appetite. Therefove, his 
bieath blights every innocent thong. H» sneers at 
ikiB jnentien of {mrity, and leers in Hib Tety &oe itf 
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Yirtue, as though she were herself corrapt, if the 
trufli were known. He assures the credulous 
diseiple that there is no purity; that its appear*- 
ances are only the veils which cover indulgence. 
Nay, he solicits praise for the very openness of his 
evil; and tells the list^ier that off act as he acts, but 
only few are courageous enough to own it But the 
uttermost parts of depravity are laid open only when 
several such monsters meet together, and vie with 
each other, as we might suppose shapeless mud- 
monsters disport in the slimiest ooze of the ocean. 
They dive in fierce rivalry which shall reach the 
most infernal depth, and bring up the blackest sedi- 
ment. It makes the blood of an honest man run 
cold, to hear but the echo of the shameless rehear- 
sals of their salacious ^iterprises. Each strives to 
tell a blacker tale than the other. When the abom- 
ination of their actual life is not damnable enough to 
satisfy the ambition of their unutterable corruption, 
they devise, in their imagination, scenes yet more 
flagrant ; swear that they have performed th^n, and 
when they separate, each strives to make his lying 
boastings true. It would seem as if miscreants so 
loathsome would have no power of temptation 
upon the young. Experience shows that the worst 
men are, often, the most skilful in touching the 
springs of human action. A yoimg man knows 
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lilde of life; less of himsetfl He feels in his iKwom 
A# Tarious impulses, wild desires, restless erarings 
he eai> hardly tell for what, a sombre melancholy 
when all ia gay, a riolent exhilaration when others 
are sober. These wild gushes of feeling, peculiar 
to youth, the sagacious tempter has felt, hasistudied, 
has pimetised upoo^ until iie ean sit before that most 
capacioos organ, the human mind, knowing erery 
stop, and all the combinations, and competent to 
tnoeh any note through the diapason. As a ser- 
pent deceived the purest of mortals, so now a beast 
may mislead their posterity. He begins afar off. 
He decries the virtue of ~ ad men ; studies to produce 
a jdoubt diat any ate under selfrestrainti He un-- 
packs his filthy stories, plays off the fire-works of 
his •eonrupt imagination^ts bhie*Tights, its red- 
lights, and green4tghts, and sparkle-spitting lights f 
and edgmg in upon the yielding youth, who begins- 
to^ wonder at his experience, he boasts his first ex- 
ploits, he hisses at the purity of women ; he growa 
yst bolder, tells more wicked deeds, and invents 
worse even than he ever performed, though he hasr 
performed worse than good men ever thought ofT 
All thoughts, all feelings, all ambition, are merged 
in one and that the lowest) vilest, most detestable 
amMtioh^ 
Had I a aoB of year?, I could, with thanksgiving; 
11 
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9ee him go down lo the gra^e, rather Hmn £edl ialo 
the saaw of this most bcpoUed deviL The plague is 
mereyi the cholera is loTe> fhe deadlkst fe«ter is 
refreshment to maa's bodyi in comparison unth this 
epitome and essence of moral disease. He lives 
among men, Hell's ambassador with fall credeii^ 
tials; nor can we cmiceire that there shoidd be 
need of any other fiend to perfect the works of dark* 
ness, while he carries his body among us, stuied 
with every pestilent drug of corruption. The heart 
of every virtuous young. man should loathe him; if 
he speaks^ you should as socni hear a wdf baidc^ 
Gather around you the Tenomous make, the pouKm- 
ous toad, the fetid vulture, the prowlmg hyena, and 
thmr e^npany would be an honor to you above his; 
for they at lewit remain wilhift their own naiura; 
hut he goea out of his nature that he may beooma 
more vile than it is possible for a mere animal io be. 
He is hateful to -religion, hateful to virtue, halefid 
to decency, hateful to the coldest m^ality. The 
stenchful ichor of bis dissolved heart has flowed 
over every feeling of his nature, and left them as the 
burning lava leave^t the garden, the orchard, and the 
vineyard. An4 it is a wonder that the bolt of God 
which crashed Sodom does not elay him. It i» a 
wonder that the earth does not refuse the burden 
and <»pen and sw^aUow him up^ i do not fear diat 
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the jomag will be undermined by his <tireei assaiiltii 
But some will imitate, and their example will be 
mgain freely imitated, and finaliyj a remote cirde 
of di8ei|dee will spread the diluted contagion among 
the virtuous. This man will be the fountain-head^ 
and though none will come to drink at a hot springj 
yet further down, along the stream it sends out, wiU 
be found noAuy scooping from its waters. 

Y^ I bare described the devil in his native fevm, 
but he sometimes appears as ^an angel of light. 
There is a polkshed Libertine, in manners studi^ 
ously refined, in taste faultless ; his face is mild and 
engaging ; his words^ drop as pure a8 newly-made 
honey. In general society, he would rather attraei 
regard as a model of purity, and suspi<»<m heraelf' 
cofdd hardly look askance upon himu Under tMi 
brilliant exterior, his heart is like a sepulchre, lull 
of all uncleanness. Contrasted with the gross libera 
tine, it would not be supposed that he had a thought 
in common with hnn. If his heart could be opened 
to our eyes, as it is to God's, we should percrive 
searody dissimilar feeling in respect to appetite. 
Professing unbounded admiration of virtue in gene-> 
ral, he leaves not in private a point untransgressed* 
Bis reading has culled every glowing picture of amo- 
lious poets, every tempting scene of loose dramatists, 
and looser novelists. Eikridied by these, his imagi- 
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Mikm, like a raok tottt is overgrawn wiih » praib' 
gal laxuiiaoceof poiaoQ-i^rbs aod deadly fifiiw^em 
lieo, sttoh aa this maa is, fvequeady aspire 10 be the 
censors of morality. They are hurt at the ii|^MU» 
cioftf r^cehensioos of yiee jQrom the pulpit 1 They 
make great outcry when plain words are employed 
to denounce base things^ They are astonishingly 
soisitive and fearful lest good men should soil their 
iMmds with too much meddling with eviL llieir 
dies are not the evid^ice of sensibility to virtue, but 
of too lively a sensiJMlity to vice. SensibiUiy is, 
often, only the fluttering of an impure heart 

At the very time that their voice is ringing an 
alarm against immoral reformaticms, they are se* 
ocetly skeptical of every tenet of virtue, and {Hracti* 
eally unfaithful to every one. Of these two liber- 
tines, the most refined is the more dangerous. The 
ope is a jrattlesnake which 4;arries its warning with 
it; the other, hiding his burnished scales in the 
grass, skulk9 to perform unsuspected deeds in dark* 
nei». The one is the visible fog and miasm of the 
morass; the other is the serene air of a tropical 
city, which, though brilliant, is loaded with invisible 
pestilence. 

. The PounciAN. If there be a man on earth 
who«e character should be framed a( the most ster- 
ling honesty, and whose conduct should ceoform to 
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die moet scrupulous morality, it b the man -who ad>- 
uteisters public afihirs. The most romantic notions 
of integrity are here not extraragant As; under 
oor institutions, publie men will be, upon the wholes 
fiiir exponents of the character of their constituents, 
the plainest way to seeuve honest public men, is t6 
hi^rive those who make them, with a right under^ 
standing of what political character ought to be; 
Young men should be prompted to descriminate be* 
tween the specious, and the real; the artful, and tfie 
honest; the wi8e,«nd the cunning; the patriotic, aad 
the pretender. I will sketch — 

VI. The DfiMAooGUB* The lowest of poKtieiaRS 
is thirt: man who seeks to gratify an invariable self* 
irimess by pretending to seek the public good. For 
a profitable popularity he accommodates himself to 
iUl opinions, to all dispositions, to every side, and 
to each prejudice. He is a mirror, with no face of 
its own, but a smooth surface from which each 
man of ten thousand may see himself reflected. He 
glides from man to man coinciding with their views, 
pretending their feelings, simulating their tastes: 
with this one, he hates a man ; with that one, he 
loves the same man ; he favors a law, and he dis- 
likes it ; he approves, and opposes ; he is on both 
sides at once, and seemingly wishes that he cotild 
be on one side more than both sides. He att^di 
II* 
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ttABliags to sapprtss iateiiipenuiae,^^but at olaetieBf 
mskes every giog-ehop free to all drinken. He can 
witb equal relish plead most eloquently for tempeiu 
Mice, or to88 off a dozen glasses in a dirty grocery* 
He thinks that there is a time for ewrything, and 
therefore! at one time he swears and jeers and leera 
with a carousing crew; and at another time^ having 
bappiiy been converted, he displays the various fta« 
tares of devoti<»i. Indeed, he is a capacious Chris- 
tian; an epitome of faith. He piously asks the 
dass-leader, of the wdfore of his charge, for As was 
always a Methodist and always shall be,«— until he 
weets a Presbyterian; then he is a Presbyterian, 
<4d-sebool or new, as the case requires. However, 
as he is not a bigot, he can afford to be a Baptist, in 
a good Baptist neighborhood, and with a wink he 
teUs ttie zealous elder, that he never had one of his 
children baptised, not he ! He whispers to the Re- 
former that he abhors all creeds but Baptism and 
the Bible. After all this, room will be found in his 
heitrt for the fugitive sects alsO) which come and go 
like clouds in a summer sky. His flattermg attcoi- 
tion at church edifies the simple-hearted preacheri 
who admires that a plain sermon should make a 
jpm whisper amenl and weep. Upon the stump 
his tact is no less rare. He roars and bawls with 
courageous plainness, on points about which all 
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•giee: but (m subjecto where mea differ, his lodan^ 
HI nicely balanced on a pivot that it may dip either 
way« He depends for succeed chiefly nfoax humor- 
ous, stories. A glowing patriot artelling stories is a 
dang^pous antagonist; for it is hard to expose the 
lidlacy of a hearty laugh, and men ccmyulsed with 
merriment are slew to peroeire in what way an 
iUignment is a reply to a story. 

Perseversuifie, effrontery^ good nature, and versa- 
tile cunning haye advanced many a bad man higher 
than a good man could attain. Men will admit that 
he has npt a siAgle moral virtue; but he is mnmi. 
We oliiect to no man for amusing himself at the 
fertile resources, of the politician here painted; lor 
sober men are sometimes pleased with the grimaces 
and mischievous tricks of a versatile monkey \ but 
would it not be strange indeed if they should select 
him for a ruler, or make him an exemplar to their 
sons? „ 

YII. I describe next a more respectable and more 
dangerous poUtician-^the Pa&tt Man. He has asso- 
ciated his ambiticm, his interests, and his alBbctic^ia 
with a party. He pref^s, doubtless, that his side 
should be victorious by the best means, and under 
the championship of good men ; but rather than lose 
the victory, he will consent to any means, and follow 
any man. Thus, with a general desire to be upri^tp 
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tti6 cKigenoy of \m patty oonatanUy piMhes him t» 
dUhoiiorable deedfl. He apfoaia fraud by eraft; 
U6, by lie; dander, by cotmter-aaperaioii. To be 
sfue it is wmig to misHErtote) to distoft, to suppieaa 
or color facts; it is wrong to employ ibe mH pas- 
sions ; to set class against dass; the poor against the 
rich, the country against tiie city, the farmer against 
the mechanic, one section against another secticHi« 
Bnt his opponents do it, and if they will take 
advantage of m^'s corruption, he must, or lose by 
his virtoe. He gradually adopts two characters, a 
personal and a pcditical character. All the requi^ 
sttions of his conscience he obeys in his private 
character ; all the requisitions of his party, he obey» 
in his political conduct In one character he is a 
man of principle ; in the other, a man of mere expe^ 
dients. As a man he means to be veracious, honest, 
moral ; as a poUHciatiy he is deceitful, cunning, un*- 
scrupulous, — anything for party. As a man, he 
abhors the slimy demagogue; as a pditidan, he 
employs him as a scavenger. As a man, he shrinks 
from the flagitiousness of slander; as a politiciaa, 
he permits it, smiles upon it in others, rejoices in die 
success gained by it. As a man, he respects no ono 
who is rotten in heart; as a politician, no man 
through whom victory may be gained can be too 
bad. As a citizen, he is an apostle of tempecance ; 
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us a p oii t i c tan, he putB his ahouUl^ under the mai 
who deluge their traok with whisky, marching i^ 
eiew of brawhng patriots, pugnacioudy drunk, te 
0Xei€i06 <the fieeman's noblesi franchise, — the totb. 
As a eitizen, he is oonsid^ate of the young, and 
GOUDseb them with admiraUe wisdom ; th^ as a 
poUtician, he votes for tods, supporting for the mag- 
istracy wotshipful aspirants scraped firom the ditch, 
Ihe grog-shop, and the brothel ; thus saying by deeds 
which the young are quick to understand : " I jested^ 
when I warned you of bad company ; for yoii per* 
oeiTe none worse than those whom I delight to 
honor." For his rdi^on he wfll give up all his 
secular interests; but for his politics he gives ixp 
mea his religion. He adores virtue, and rewards 
vioe. Whilst bolst^ing up unrighteous measures, 
and more unrighteous men, he prays for the ad^ 
vancement of religitm, and justice^ and honor f i 
would to God that his prayer might be answeied 
upon his own political head; for never was there a 
place where such Uessii^ were more needed 1 I 
am puaasled to know whi^ will happen at death to 
^s politic Christian, but most unchristian politician. 
Will both of his characters go heavenward togettier % 
If the strongest prevails, be will certainly go to heU. 
If his weakest, (which is his Christian character,) 
is saved, what will become of his poUtiibal chigr* 
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aetert ShaH he be emndered in two, a« SolomM 
proposed to diride the ccmtested infant? If ttda 
style ^ character were not flagitiously wicked, it 
would still be sQpremely ridiculons — but it is botfi* 
Let young. men mark these amphibious ex^nplars 
lo ovoid ttieir influence* The young haire nothing 
to gain ftom those who are saints in religion and 
morals, and Machiarels in polities ; who have parti* 
tioned off their heart, invited Christ into one half^ 
and Belial into tfie other. 

It is wisely said^ that a stricliy honest man who 
desires purely the puUie good, who will not crimi* 
nally flatter the people, nor take part in lies, or 
purty^slandcr, nor descend to tbe arts of die rat^ the 
weuel, and the fox, cannot succeed in politics^ It 
ia ^ahnly said by thousands that one cannot be a 
politieian and a ChristiaUi Indeed^ a man is liable 
t> downright ridicule if he speaks in good earnest of 
a sempuloittly honest and rsligiouiriy moral polki* 
eian. I regard all such representations as falsa We 
are not widiout men whose career is a reftitatkni of 
the slander. It poisons the community to teach this 
fatal necesaty of corruption in a course whidbi so 
many must pursue. It is not strange, if such be 
the popular oi»ni<»i, that young men include the 
aaftffifice d strict integrity as a necessary elem^it of 
a^poiitical life, aad calmly agree to it, as to an i&tv^ 
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Mtie iDitfiMtiHie, zsther than to a daik nnd 
iMcy Minnie. 

(My if a majt is an ignoraat heathea, ean bm 
escape Uame for such a dedaion! A young man, al 
this day, in diia land, who can coolly pofpoae a lift 
of most unmanly guile, who mecms to earn his 
hteaA and fame by a saciiice of integiity, is one 
who leqiiites only taaptatiati and opportunity ta 
teeome- a firion. What a heart has iimt man, wha 
cai^ stand in the very middle at the BiUe, with ita 
tEanaoeiident truths zaising their glowing fiponta mi 
erory aide of him, and feet no inqiiralioii but Aat 
of immorality aod meanness! He knows that for 
Ua have bem founded the perpetoid iuetitnticHis of 
irfigiaD; for him profdiels have spoken, mirackea 
been wrought, heaven robbed of its Magistrate^ and 
te eaapth made sacred above all planets as tlie 
Redeemer's burial*place; — he know? it all, and^ 
j^nnges fimn this hei^t to the very bottom of cofg^. 
niplion i He heats that he is immortal, and despiasa 
die immortality; diat he is a son of God, and sooraa 
the dignity ; an heir of heaven, and infomoualy sells: 
his heirship, and himself, for a contemptible mess of, 
loathsome pottage ! Do iu>t tell me of any excuses^ 
It is a diame to attempt m ezcusel If tfiere were 
no religion, if that vast sphere, out of which glow 
afi the a n p eg eBi inent troths of die BiUe, was a mare 
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and Toid, yet, meHunks, Ae rtaj ides of 
Fatherland, the exceeding jHreciousness oi the Laivn 
and liberliea of a gnat peopitt^ would enkindle tauix 
a hig^ and noble wdinaiaaiDi, diat ail baser feeUBga* 
would be consmhed ! But if the lov« of oounlryv a 
sense ci charaeter, a manly regard for integrity, tba 
ezamfde of our most illui^ous moi, the warnings 
•f religieii and afl its sohcitattons, and the prospect 
^ tfie future,^4a«k as PerJ^on to the bad, and 
h^t as Paradise to the goodj-^H^tmot inspBret a 
ytmng man to any^ing higher than a snoalrmg, 
tmekling, dodging scramble for fraudulent fame and 
^fahonest l»ead, it is because such a creatinre has 
never feit one smsation ci manly Tirtue;--^it » fee* 
oaose his heart is a howling wildemess, infaoi^tabie 
to innocence. . 

Thus hare I sketched a few of the chamtcteiv 
which abound in every comnmnity; dangerous, neH 
more by th^ direet ten^tat inns, than by their insen*' 
sible influence. The sight of their deeds, of their 
temporary success, their apparent ha{q[>iness, relaxer 
the tense rigidity of a scrupulous honesty, inspires 
a ruinons liberality of soitiment toward vice, and 
breeds tfie thoughts of evil'; and evil thouobts 
are the cockatrice's eggs, hatching into all bod* 
deeds. 

Bcmember, if by any of these you are entiead tft 
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turn, yott will have to l^ear it alor<! They ai» 
atioiig to sodiiee, but heartless to sustain tfieir vie- 
fim& They will exhaast youF meanis, teaeh you i» 
despise the God of your fathers, lead you into eVef y 
siDj g0 with you while you afford them any ptea^^ 
sure or profit, and Iben, when the inevitable ^sastev 
of wickedness begins to oyerwhelm you, Ihey will 
abandon whom they have debauched. When, alf 
kngtby death gnaws at your bones and knocks at 
your heart; when staggering, and worn out, your 
cvurage wasted, your hope gone, your purity, an* 
long, long ago your peaee-^ will he who first enticedf 
your steps, now scftvo your extremity v^lih one 
ofiee of kindn^s 1 Will Iw stay your h^dT^— cheer 
yonr dying agooy wil*i one wo»d of hope?— w light 
the way for your coward steps t^ ^he griaye 1--— o>r 
weep when you are gone? — or send one pitiful s^^ap 
to your desolate family ? What reveller wean^ 
crape for a dead drunkard? — what gang of gam- 
blers ever intermitted a game for th^ death of a 
companion? — or went on kind missions of relief to 
broken-down fellow-gamblers? What harlot weeps, 
for a harlot ?— what debauchee mourns for a debau* 
chee ? They . would carouse at your funeral, and 
gamble on your coffin. If one flush more of plea* 
sure were to be had by it, they would drink shame 
and ridicule to your memory out of your own skull» 
12 
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md yetf in bMfdnnal-YeTelr7 over your danmatioii ( 
All ttw diamdem atiooiliei of wickei men ai» no- 
thing to Iheu k9Wibame$s towurd eaoh other when 
bvokennlowa. As I boiym seen iimrms writhing on 
& carcasa, oveicrawling each other, and eierating 
llieir Aery heads in petty fesocity against eaeh 
OtKer, while all weie enshrined in the eonnption of 
a common canrion,-^ have thong^t, ah t sham^il 
j^lora of tmehed mm tsmpting each oth«r, abetting 
a^oH other, nnlil ealamity orertook them, and iben 
fghiing and deToufing or abandoning each other, 
without pity, or scnttow, or compassioii^ or lemoraa.. 
RtiI iwn of e¥Wf degnse will nse yon, flatter yoa^, 
lead yon oa until you at^ useless; then^ if the vib* 
tiious do not pity 3101}., or God oompassieMate, ymir 
1^ without a friend in the* untveise. 

My son, if sinners entice thee, consent thou not. 
Tf they say, Come with us, , . , we shall find aU 
precious substtmce, we shall fill our houses with spoil:, 
cast in thy lot among us ; let us all have one purse : 
my son, walk not thou in the way with them ; refrain 
thy feet from their path : for their feet run to evil^ 
and make haste to shed blood, . . . and th^ lay in 
wait for their own blood, they lyrk primly for their 
own Kves. 
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Then pM floldien, when titfy hid ttMclAad Jmmftmk ^B ^^iOtutim^tA 
made four parts, to eTery soldier a part, and also his coat. Now the 
coat was without seam, woven from the top throughout. They said 
therefore among themsdves, Let us not rend it, but cast hits for it, 
whose it shall be. These ihiags therefore the soldiers did. 

I HATB condensed into one account the separate 
parts of this gaiabling transaction as nanrdted by 
each evangelist Hov mailQsd in every a^ is a 
(Sambler's character ! The enraged priesthood of 
ferocious sects taunted Christ's ctying agomies; tha 
bewildered multitude, accustomed to cruelty, could 
shout ; but no earthly creature^ but a Gambler, oould 
be BO lost to all feeling as to ait down coolly under a 
dying man to wrangle for his garments, and arbi- 
trate tbeir avaricious differences by casting dice for 
his tunic, with hands spotted with bis spattered 
blood, warm and yet undried upon them- The d©^ 
scendants of these patriarchy of gambling, however, 
have taught us that there is nothing possible to heU^ 
uncongenial to these, its eleci saints. In this leetoae 
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it 18 my disagreeable task to lead your steps down 
the dark path to their cruel haunts, there to exhibit 
their infernal passions, their awful ruin, and their 
ghastly memorials. In this house of darkness, amid 
fierce faces gleaming with the fire of fiercer hearts, 
amid oaths and groans and fiendish orgies, ending 
in murders and strewn with sweltering corpses, — do 
not mistake, and suppose yourself in Hell, — you are 
only in its precinets and vestibule. 



Gambling is the staking or winnmg of property 
upon mere hazard. The husbandman renders pro* 
duce for his gains; the mechanic renders the pro- 
duct of labor and skill for his gains ; the gambler 
renders for his gain the sleights of useless skill, or 
more often, downright cheating. Betting is gam- 
bling; there is no honest equivalent to its gains. 
Dealings in fancy-stocks are oftentimes sheer gam- 
bling, with all its worst evils. Profits so earned are 
no better than the profits of dice, cards, or hazard 
When skill returns fbr its earnings a useful service, 
as knowledge, beneficial amusements, or profitable 
labor, it is honest commerce. The skill of a pilot in 
threading a narrow channel, the skill of a lawyer in 
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tlupei^ditig a still more intricate ode, ate ae eubetaib- 
tial equivakiits for a price reeeivedj as if they wett 
AMMchsat goods or agricullufal pMKlttcts. But all 
gains of mere skill wkieh result in lio real benefit, 
adre gsaDbUng gaiits^ 

Gaming, as it springs fi*etii a priocipie of out na- 
tMse, has, in some form, probably existed in every 
age. We traoe it in remote periods and among the 
most barbarous peo{4e« It loses none of its fascia 
natkms among a ci?ilized people. On the contrary, 
tbebaUt of fieme, stimulants, the jaded appetite of 
luxury, and the satiety of wealth, seem to intrite 
the master-exoitant. Our land, not apt to be behind 
ia good or eril, is foil of gambling in all its forms — 
the gambUng of commerce, the gambling of bets and 
wagers, and the gambling of games of hazard. 
There is gambling in refined circles, and in the low- 
est^ among the members of our national govern*' 
ment, smd c^ our state-governments. Thief gambles 
with thief, in jail ; the judge who sent them there, 
the lawyer who prosecuted, and the lawyer who 
defended them, often gamble too. This vice, once 
almost universally prevalent among the Western 
bar, and still too frequently disgracing its memberS| 
is, however, we are happy to believe, decreasing. 
In many circuits, not lon^ ago, and in some now, 
die judge, the jury, and the bar, shuffled cards by 
12* 
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iiight, aqd law by day— dealing out money and juih 
tice alika The clatter of dice and cards disturbs 
your slumber on the boat^ and rings drowsily from 
the upper rooms of the hotel This vice per?ad0s 
the city, extends over every line of travel, and 
infests the most moral districts. The secreted lamp 
dimly lights the apprentices to their game; with «Br 
suspected disobediea^ce, boys creep out of iheit beds 
to it; it goes OB in the store clo8^bythetaU;ithaQ»ts 
the shop. The scoundrel in his lair, Ibe scholar Uk 
his room ; the pirate on his ship, gay womeaat par«> 
ties ; loafers in the street-ccMrner, public funetiona* 
ries in their offices; the beggar under the hedge, 
the rascal in pris(m, and some professors of religioii 
in the somnoleat hours of the Sabbatli, — ^waste their 
energies by the ruinous excitement of the game. 
Besides these players, there are troops of professional 
gamblers, troops of hangers-on, troops of youth to 
be drawn in. An inexperienced eye would detect 
in our peaceful towns no signs of this vulture-flock; 
— so in a sunny day, when all cheerful birds are 
singing merrily, not a buzzard can be seen ; but le^ 
a carcass drop, and they will push forth their gauni 
heads from their gloomy roosts, and come flapping 
from the dark woods to speck the air, and dot the 
ground with their numbers. 

The universal prevalence of this vice is a reason 
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ton pdimtal T^lanee^ and a fea^cm of remdnstratiee 
imm die citizen, the pareat, the minister of the go»« 
pel, the patriot, and the press. I propose to trace its 
opening, describe its subjects, and detail its effects. 

A yonng man, proud of freedom, anxious to exert 
h]» manhood, has tumbled his Bible, and sober bookiSy 
and letters of counsel, into a dark closet. He has 
learned rarious accomplishments, to iirt, to boast, 
to swear, to fight, to drinks He has let etery one 
of these chains be put around him, upon the solemn 
promise of Satan that he would take them off when* 
ever he wished. Heading of the artistic feats of 
eminent gamblers; he emulates diem. So, he pon* 
de» the game. He teaches what he has learned to 
his shopmates, and feels himself their master. As 
yei he has never j^yed for stakes. It b^ins thus: 
Boeping into a book-store, he watches till the sober 
customers go out; then slips in, and with assumed 
boldness, not concealing his shame, he asks for 
cards, buys them, and hastens out The first game 
is to pay for the cards. After the relish of playing 
fixr a stake, no game can satisfy them wiikatU a 
stakes A few nuts are staked ; then a bottle of wine; 
an oyster-supp^. At last they can venture a six* 
pence in aciuctl money — just for the amusement of it 
I need go no further — whoever wishes to do any- 
Ihjng With the lad, can do it now. If properly pUed» 
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and fnidii8% led^ he vfll go to nqr longib, nd frtpjp 
eniy at tbt gaUowa Do yoa doubt it) let ua tracd 
faim m year xfr two fhrtfaier on. 

Widi his fatheFi^ faleseasig^ and his inoAar'a tan, 
Ike yovmg man depaits from hornet He has reoeiired 
his patrimoay^ and emharks for life and indqpei^ 
dsace. Upon, his yaamef he rests at a &ty; virits 
the ^'school of moonis;'^ Mngeis in more SQspie»ma 
places; is seen by* a sharper; and mslces his acqaaiAi* 
tanee. The loiaye sits by him at dihaer; gives him 
the netrs of the place^ and a ivorld of adidee} 
oautJDiss him against sharpers; incpiires if he has 
mcKiey, and charges Ilim to keep it seciet; oiSbn 
himsetf to maiss ^rith him (he rounds of the town^ 
and seeure him Irom imposition. At kngdi, that he 
may see all, he is taken to a gaming-house, bat, 
MriAi apparent kindnei^ warned not to play^ He 
stands by to see the various fortunes of the gaans; 
some^ Ibrerer losing; some, touch what nmnber 
tkey will, gaining piles of gold. Looking in thirst 
where wine is fiee. A glass is taken ; another of a 
better kind ; next the best the landlord has, and. two 
glasses of that. A change comes over the youth; 
his exhilaration raises his courage, and lulls has 
caution. Gambling aeen^ seems a different thing 
firom gambling pabited by a pious father ! Just then 
his friend remarks diat one mig^t easUy double hie 
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numey by a few Tentiucesi. but. that it was, perimpi^ 
pnidmt not to ride. Only this was nedded toe five 
bis mind. What! <mly jHndenee between me and 
gain? Thai that shall not be long! He stakes; 
he wins. Stakes again ; wins again. Glorious 1 I 
am the lucky man that is to bieak the bank t He 
stakes, and wins again. His pulse races ;. his face 
buzns; his blood is up, and fear gone. He losea; 
loses again j loses all his winnings ; loses more. But 
fortune turns again; he wins anew, ^e has now 
lost all self-Kxnnmand. Gains excite himi and losses 
excite him more. He doubles his stakes; then 
treUes them^— and all is swqpt. He rushes oUi puti 
up his whole purse, and loses the whole ! Then he 
would borrow ; no man will lend. He is desperalei 
he will fight at a word. He is led to the street, and 
thrust out. The cool breeze which blows upon his 
fevered cheek, wafts the islow and solemn s^xdte 
of the clock, — one, — two, — ^three, — ^four ; fofor of ih^ 
morning I Quick work of ruin ! — ^an innocent man 
destroyed in a night! He staggers to his hotel, 
remembers as he enters it, that he has not eyen 
enough to pay his bill. It now flashes upon him 
that his friend, who never had left him for an homr 
before, had stayed behind where his mcmey is, and, 
doubtless, is laughing over his spoils. His blood 
boils with rage. But at length comes up the remenip* 
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iRtioiee of hmne ; a pat^ntf « tmkiiiig and tooMeite 
tot moie <faMi i^mnly ydan, de^troydl in a nigbt t 
MQood Oodt ^ftt a •irretch I ha^e beea^ ! am 
tiot fit to live, i oattftot |^ heme. ! am a stm!tg«t 
here. Oh I thai I were dead I Oh ! that I had died 
before t knew this gfHiM, caid Wefe lying where tnf 
merterlies! Oh God! Oh G^ ! my head will bnrtrt 
wiA agony!" He stalks his londy room Wi* 
act agony whidi only the young heart knows in 
iW fifst horriHc awafcemng to temotm^whm it 
looks despair fM bt the face, ftnd ieels ies hideoM 
teeantationa tempting libn to suicide. Subdued at 
kingth hy «gony, eowed and weaki^ed hy distt«s», 
he is sought agafa by rtiow who plucked him. 
Oonnitig to subvert inexperience, to raise the evfl 
passions; and to aHay fiie good, they make him thebf 
pliant tool. 

Farewell, young man! 1 see fliy steps turned to 
ttiat haunt again f I see hope lighting thy face; but 
in IB a lurid light, and nerer came from heaven: 
Stop before fhat fiirea^old ! — ^tum, and bid £sireweD 
to home ! — ferewell to iimocence !— farewell to ven- 
erable father and aged mother !— the nestt step shslt 
part thee from them all forever. And now henco^ 
forth be a mate to thieves, a broAer to corruptiott. 
iFhbVL hast made a league wilh death, and vaM 
dea A Shalt &0U go. 
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JUt tts here fMiae^ to <fe»^lhe ikeness^ afeir 
who stand conspicuous in that vulgar crowd of ga»H 
Uers, wilk which tienaAer be wili consort. The 
iinirMa teoitiftm, qmt mam No ono kmws when 
he oonifi into fdwii, or when b«: bares. No maii 
llmrs of his gaimn^; f<Hr ha nevear Boasts^ nor reporta 
]k» luek. Hb spends: little for pamki; hia mancff 
seems to* go and oomcr only thnragh the game. He 
iMMb nons^. convenea nonB, ia aeeither a ghuion nor 
a haad darinker; he: sports few anumiecrtB^ and weani 
plain doAing. Upoa the whol^ he seema a gentle**' 
manly man; and sebef cftiaens say, ^ hie onlyi fault 
ia gambling." What tikext is thia ^^ onfy fault ? '^ in 
his haait ha has' the most intenise and consumdng! 
lust of play. He is quiet heeauae every pasmbn; ia 
aibsoidiediD one; and that one burning ait the highest 
fiateSL He thinks of nothing else, eaiaa only foa 
thtSL All other things, even the hotbnl lusls of othec 
men, are too eool to be temptatianB to hhn; sa mmslD 
deepev ia the style of hia passions. He will sit tipan> 
his chair, and no man shaU see hdm move fov hMvs^ 
except to play his cards. He sees none, ceme in, 
mme go out DeatiL might groan ca one side of 
die vooni^ and marriage might sport ock the other, 
-**he would know neither. Every created in&VL^ 
enea is shut ocit; one diing only moves himt^tfaei 
game; and that leaves not one pnTse of extila^ 
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btlity imaroiised^ but stirs hiii soul to'liie >^' 
dregs. 

Yery different is the roisteruig gamester. He 
heaxn a jolty faoe, a glist^ung eye something vrkterf 
through watching said drink. His fingers are man* 
aeled in rings; his bosoni ^ows with peaHs and 
diamonds. He learns the time which he Surastes 
from a watch ftiH gorgeously carved, (and not witii 
ttie most modest scenes,) and idung around his neck 
by a pcmderons golden chain. There is not so s]^eh« 
did a fellow to be seen sweeping through the streets. 
The landlord makes him welcome-^he will bear a 
Ml bUl. The taUor smiles like May — ^he will boy 
half his shop. Other places bid him' welcome^-te' 
will bear lai^e stealings. 

Like the Judge, he makes his circuit, but not £qv 
justice; like the Preacher, he has hk appcantments, 
but not fi»r inMruotion. His circuits are thle raoe* 
courses, the crowded capital, days of general convo* 
caticHi, conventiDns, and mass-gatherings. He will 
flams OB the race-track, bet his thousands, and beat 
tb6 ring at swearing, oaths Temacidiax, imported, 
sim]^e, or compound. The dritiking-booth smokes 
^hen he draws m his welcome suit. Did you see 
him only by day, flaming in apparel, jovial and free- 
kwxtned at the Restaurateur or Hotd, you wcnild 
think him a Firisice let loose---^ cross bstween Prince. 
Hal and Falstaff. 
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. Bat night is his day. These are nteiiB exefptses, 
and brief pre£ftoes to bis real accomplishments. He 
is a good fellow, who dares play deeper ; he is wild 
indeed, who seems wilder ; and he is keen indeed, 
who is sharper than he is, after all this show of 
frankness. No one is quicker, slyer, and nu»e al^d 
at a ^me. He can shuffle the pack till an honest 
man would as soon Ihink of lookmg for a partbn** 
lar drop of water in the ocean, as fer a partieufaiv 
card in any particular place. Pesbaps ie is ignoK 
rant which i» at the lop and which ait the bottera ! 
At any rate, watch bim closely, sf ytm wiU get m 
lefl^ hand and he a £ELt one. A plain mmib wobU 
think him a wizard or the deriL Wtmi k»40iiehes 
a pack they seem oKve, and aelang <ta hm will father 
than his Mtsh, He deals them like Bghtmng, tbey^ 
rain li]&s snow^-flakes, sonaetimes one, sometimes 
two, if need be imr ov five together^ and his haaA 
baaidly moved. If he Loses, very well, he laughs ; 
if he gai'HS, be only la«ugbs a little more. Full af 
stories, full of songs, fuH of wit, full of rdalerin^ 
spirit— yet do not trespass too much upon kks good 
nature with insult! All this outside is only tber 
spotted Jiide which covers the tiger. He who piWhP. 
vokes this man, shall see what lightniag can biaaJr 
out of a summer-seemiBg cloud ! 
These do not faixly s^present the ra^^e of gaub-^ 
13 
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Uera^ — eoDTeying too favorable an impression. 
There is one, often met on Steam-boats, travelling 
solely to gamble. He has the servants, or steward, 
Gt some partner, in league with him, to fleece every 
unwary player whom he inveigles to a game. He 
deals fsilsely; heats his dupe to madness by drink, 
drinking none himself; watches the signal of his 
accomplice telegraphing his opponent's hand ; at a 
stray look, be will slip your money off and steal it. 
To cover &lse playing, or tp get rid of paying losses, 
he will lie fiercely, and swear uproariously, and 
fareak up the play to fight with knife or pistol — 
first scraping the table of every penny. When the 
passengers are asleep, he surveys the luggage, to see 
what may be worth stealing ; he pulls a watch from 
under the pillow of one sleeper; fumbles in the 
pockets of another; and gathers booty throughout 
the cabin. Leaving the boat before morning, he 
appears at some village hotel, a magnificent gentle- 
man, a poUshed traveller, or even a distinguished 
nobleman ! 

Theve is another gambler, cowardiy, sleek, steal- 
thy, humble, mousing, and mean — a simple blood- 
sucker. For money, he will be a tool to other 
gamblers; steal for them, and from them; he plays 
the jackal, and searches victims for them, humbly 
satisfied to pick the bones afterward. Thus, (to em- 
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ploy his own language,) he trapes in the inexperi- 
enced young, flatters them, teaches them, inflames 
tfieir passions, purveys to their appetites, cheats 
them, debauches them, draws them down to his own 
level, and then lords it <yver them in malignant 
meanness. Himself impure, he plunges others into 
lasciviousness ; and with a train of reeking satellites, 
he revolves a few' years in the orbit of the game, the 
brothel, and the doctor's shop; then sinks and dies : 
the world is purer, and good men thank God that he 
is gone. 

. Besides these, time would fail me to describe the 
inefiable dignity of a gambling jttdge ; the cautious, 
phlegmatic lawyer, gambling from sheer avarice; 
the broken-down and cast-away politician, seeking 
in the game the needed excitement, and a fair fidd 
for all the base tricks he once played off as a pa* 
triot; the pert, sharp, keen, jockey-gambler; the 
soaked, obese, plethoric, wheezing, bacchanal; and 
a crowd of ignoble worthies, wearing all the badges 
and titles of vice, throughout its base peerage. 

A detail of the evils of gambling should be pre- 
ceded by an illustration of that constitution of mind 
out of which they mainly spring — ^I mean its exci- 
tability. The body is not stored with a fixed 
amount of strength, nor the mind with a uniform 
measure of excitement; but both are capable, by 
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tfkamulaticKi, of expaosioii of sticnglh or feeUns 
•Imost without limit Experience shows, that widiia 
certain bounds, excitement is healthful and neces* 
aary, but beyond this limit, exhausting and destruc- 
tive. Men are allowed to choose between moderate 
but long*continued excitement, and intense but short- 
lived excitement. Too generally they prefer the 
latter. To gain this intense thrill/a thousand meth- 
ods are tried. The inebriate obtains it by drink 
and drugs; the politician, by the keen interest of the 
civil campaign; the young by amusements whidi 
violently iiiftame and gratify their appetites. When 
once this higher flavor of stimulus has been tasted^ 
all that is kss becomes vapid and disgustful A 
saUof tries to live on shore ; a few weeks suffice. To 
be sure, there is no hardship, or cold, or suffering; 
but neither is there the strcnig excitement of dM 
ocean, the gale, the storm, and the world of strange 
sights. The politician perceives that his private 
affairs are deranged, his family neglected, his char- 
acter aspersed, his feelings exacerbated. When men 
hear him confess that his career is a hideous waking 
dream, the race vexatious, and the end vanity, they 
wonder that he clings to it ; but he knows that no* 
thiAg but the fiery wine which he has tasted will rouse 
up that intense excitement, now become necessary 
Id his happiness. For this reason, great men often 
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cling to public office with all its envy, jealousy, 
care, toil, hates, competitions, and unrequited fidel* 
-ity ; for these very disgusts, and the perpetual strug^ 
gle, strike a deeper chord of excitement than is pos- 
sible to the gentler touches of home, friendship and 
love. Here too is the key to the real evil of promis- 
cuous novel-reading, to the habit of reverie and 
mental romancing. None of life's common dilties 
can excite to such wild pleasure as these ; and they 
must be continued, or the mind reacts into the leth- 
argy of fatigue and ennui. It is up<m this principle 
that men love pain ; suffering is painful to a specta- 
tor ; but in tragedies, at public executions, at pugil- 
istic combats, at cock*fightings, horse-races, bear- 
baitings, bull-fights, gladiatorial shows, it excites a 
jaded mind as nothing else can. A tyrant torments 
for the same reason that a girl reads her tear-bedewed 
romance, or an inebriate drinks his dram. No 
longer susceptible even to inordinate stimuli, actual 
moans, and shrieks, and the writhing of utter agony, 
just suffice to excite his worn-out sense, and inspire, 
probably, less emotion than ordinary men have in 
listening to a tragedy or reading a bloody novel. 

Gambling is founded upon the very worst perver- 
sion of this powerful element of our nature. It heats 
every part of the mind like an oven. The faculties 
which produce calculation, pride of skill, of superi- 
13* 
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onty, love of gain, hope, fear, jealousy, hatied, are 
absorbed in the game, and exhilarated, or exacerba- 
led by victory or defeat These passions are, doubt- 
less, excited in men by the daily occurri^ces of life; 
but then they are transient, and counteracted by a 
Ibousand grades of emotion, which rise and fall like 
tio^ undulations of the sea. But in gambling there 
is no intermission, no counteraction* The whde 
saind is excited to the utmost, and concentrated at 
its extreme point of excitation for hours and daysi 
vith the additional waste of sleepless nights, pro- 
fuse drinking, and other congenial immoralitie& 
Every otlnw pursuit becomes tasteless ; for no ordi«> 
iiary duty has in it a stimulus which can scorch a 
jpind which now refuses to burn without blazing, at 
to fed an interest which is not intoxication. The 
victim of excitem^oit is like a mariner who ventures 
into the edge of a whirlpool for a motion more exhil- 
^arating than plain sailing. He is unalarmed during 
the first few gyrations, for escape is easy. But each 
turn sweeps him further in^ the power augments, 
the speed becomes terrific as he rushes toward the 
vortex ; all escape now hopeless^ A noble ship w^it 
10^ it is ^t out in broken fragments, splintered 
spars, crushed masts, and cast up for many a rood 
along die shore. The specific evils of gambling 
may now be almost imagined. 
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L It diseases the mmfl, nnliAtiiig it for the dvtaet 
«f Mfe. GamMers ate addoiB iiuhMtrioas men in 
amy useful Tooation. A gamblmg mecfaanic finds 
hu labor less rdish&I as his passion for play in- 
exeases. He grovts unsteady, neglects his work, 
becomes unfaithful to promises; what he performs 
he riights. Little jobs seem little enough ; he desires 
immense contracts, whose uncertainty has nnich the 
excitement of gambling— and for the best of reasons; 
and m the pursuit of great and sudden profits, by 
wild sdaftmes, be stambles over mto ruin, leaTing aU 
who employed or trusted him in the rubbish of his 
qieculations. 

A gambling lawyer, ueglecting the drudgery of 
his profession, will court its exciting duties. 1V> 
explore authorities, compare reasons, digest, and 
write, — this is tiresome. But to advocate, to engage 
in fiery contests with keen opponents, this is nearly 
as good as gambling. Many a ruined client has 
cursed the law, and cursed a stupid jury, and cursed 
everybody for his irretrierable loss, except his law- 
yer, who gambled all night when he should have 
prepared the case, and came half asleep and de-^ 
bauched mto court in the morning to lose a good 
ease mismanaged, and snatched from his gamUing 
hands by the art of sober opponents. 

A gambling student, if such a thing can be, witb^ 
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draws from thoughtful authors to the hriUiant and 
spicy; from the pure among these, to the sharp aod 
ribald; from all reading about depraved life, to ^se- 
i$ig; from sight to experience. Gambling vitiates 
the imagination, corrupts the tastes, destroys the 
industry — ^for no man will drudge for cents, who 
gambles for dollars by the hundred; or practise a 
piddling economy, while, with almost equal indiffn- 
enoe, he makes or loses five hundred in a night 

11. For a like reason, it destroys all dcMnestio 
habits and aflfecticms. Home is a prison to an invet* 
erate gambler; there is no air there that he can 
breathe. For a moment he may sport with his 
children, and smile upon his wife; but bis heart, its 
strong passions, are not there. A little branch-rill 
may flow through the family, but the deep river of 
his affections flows away from home. On the issue 
of a game, Tacitus narrates that the ancient Ger-- 
mans would stake their property, their wives, th^ 
children, and themselves. What less than this is it, 
when a man will stake that property which is to 
give his family bread, and that honor which gives 
them place and rank in society? 

When playing becomes desperate gafnbUngy the 
heart is a hearth where all the fires of gentle feelings 
have smouldered to ashes; and a thorough-paced 
gamester could rattle dice in a charnel-house, and 
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wrmngle for his stakes amid nmrder, and pocket gM 
dripping with the blood of his own kindred. 

III. Gambling is the parent and companion of 
every rice which pollutes the heart, or iftjoies 
society. 

it is a practice so disallowed among Christians, 
and so excluded by mere tzMnalists, and so hateful 
to industrious and thriving men, diat those who 
practise it are shut up to themselves ^ unlike lawful 
pmrsuits, it is not modified or restrained hy coUisiiai 
with others. Gamblers herd with gamblers. They 
tempt and provoke each other to all evil, without 
affbrding one lestramt, aiod without providing 4he 
counterbalance of a single virtuous inqpube. They 
are like snakes coiMng among snakes, poison ssnd 
poisoning ; like plague-patients, infected and diffii»* 
iog infection; each sick, and all contagious It ia 
impossiUe to put bad men together and not have 
tiiem grdw worse. The herding of convicts promi»- 
euously, produced sudi a fermentation of depravity, 
that, Icxig ago, legidators forbade it When criminals, 
out of jail, herd together by choice, the same corrupt 
nature will doom them to growing loathsomeness, 
because to increasing wickedness. 

IV. It is a provocative of thirst. The bottle is 
almost as needful as the card, the ball, or the dioe^ 
Some are seduced to drink ; some drink for imila- 
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tion^ at first, and fashion. When saper^xcitementa, 
at intervals, subside, their victim cannot bear the 
deathlike gloom of the reaction; and, by drugs or 
liquor, wind up their system to the glowing point 
again. Therefore, drinking is the invariable con- 
comitant of the theatre, circus, race-course, gaming- 
table, and of all amusements which powerfully 
excite all but the moral feelings. When die double 
fires of dice and brandy blaze imder a man, he will 
soon be consumed. If men are found who do not 
drink, they are the more noticeable because excep- 
tions. 

Y. It is, even in its fairest form, the almost inev- 
itable coMse of dishonesty. Robbers have robbers' 
honor; thieves have thieves' law; and pirates con- 
form to pirates' regulations. But where is there a 
gisimbler's code 1 One law there is, and this not 
universal, pay your gcmMing debts. But on the 
wide question, how is it fair to uin — ^what law is 
there ? What will shut a man out from a gambles 
club 1 May he not discover his opponent's hand by 
fraud ? May not a concealed thread, pulling the 
significant one; — one^ two; or one^ two^ three; or 
the sign of a bribed servant or waiter, inform him, 
and yet his standing be fair? May he not cheat in 
shuffling, and yet be in full orders and canonical? 
May he not cheat in dealing, and yet be a welcome 
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gambler? — ^may he not steal the m<»iey from your 
pile by laymg his hands upon it, just as any other 
thief would, and yet be an approved gambler? 
May not the whole code be stated thus: Pay 
what ytni lose, get what you catty and in any way 
you can ! I am told, perhaps, that there are honest 
gamblers, gentlemanly gamblers. Certainly; there 
are always ripe apples before there are rotten. lAea 
always begin before they end; there is alwajrs ati 
approximation before there is contact. Players wiU 
play truly till they get used to playing untruly; 
will be honest, till they cheat ; will be honorable, 
till they become base; and when you have said all 
this, what does it amount to but this, that men who 
reaUy gamble, really cheat; and that they only do 
not cheat, who are not yet real gamblers? If this 
mends the matter, let it be so amended. I have 
spoken of gamesters only among themselves; this iis 
the least part of the evil; for who is concerned 
when lions destroy bears, or wolves devour wolf- 
cubs, or snakes sting vipers? In respect to that 
department of gambling which includes the roping-in 
of strangers, young men, coQecting-clerks, and un- 
suspecting green-hands, and robbing them, I have 
no language strong enough to mark down its turpi- 
tude, its infernal rapacity. After hearing many of 
the scenes not unfamiliar to every gambler, I think 
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gatan iQight be proud ot their dealings, and look 19 
W tibem with that delefeintial xespeet, with whicb 
one moDster gasMs upon, a superior. There is not 
e¥en the expectation of honegtjr. Some sculUon* 
herald ^ iniquity decoys the uawary wretch into 
ib» secret room; he is tempted to drink; made 
eonfident by the specious simplicity of the game; 
allowed to win; and every bait and lure and blind 
is eB^tbyed-^then he is plucked to the skia by tricjis 
wiiich ai^ear as fair as^ honesty itself. The robber 
aTOws his deed, does it openJy ; the gambler sneaks 
to the same result und^ skulking pret^u^es. There 
Is a fittiik way, and a m^m way of doing a wicked 
Ibmg. The gambler takes the i^eanest way of 
dDing the dirtiest deed. The yjctim's own partner 
is Bueking his blood; it is a league of sharpers, to 
get his money at any rate ; and the wickedness is so 
unbluishing and immitigated, that it gives, at last, an 
JSQStaiMse of what the deceitful human heart, knavish 
as it is, is ashamed to try to cover or conceal; but 
eonfesses with helpless honesty, that it is fraud, 
cheating, stealing, robbery^ — and nothing else. 

If I walk the dark street, and a perishing, hungry 
wretch meets me and bears off my purse with but a 
single dollar, the whole town awakes; the offices 
are alert, the myrmidons of the law scout, and hunt, 
8^ bring in the trembling culprit to stow him 
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hi ^^ jail. But ft worse thief tnay meet me, decoy 
my steps, and by a greater dishonesty, filch ten 
thousand dollars, — and what then? The story 
spreads, the sharpers move abroad nnharmed, no 
one stirs. It is the day's conversation ; and like a 
sound it rolls to the distance, and dies in atl ecfaa 

ESiall Such aslonnding ifticiuittes be vomited out 
amidst us, and ho man care? Do tre feve our chil- 
dren, and 3ret let them walk in a den of vipers % 
Shall we pretend to virtue, and purity, and refKgron, 
and yet make partners of our social life, men whose 
heart has conceived suchdamftable deeds, and whrose 
hands have performed them? Shall there "be even 
ib the eye irf fetigion no difference between the cor- 
ruptCNT of youth and their guardian? Aps all the 
lines and marks of morality so effaced, is the nerve 
and coarage of virtue so quailed by the IVequency 
and boldness df flagitious crimes, that men, covered 
over with wickedness, shall find their iniquity no 
obstacle to their advancement among a Christian 
people? 

Ii^ almost every form of iniquity there is some 
shade or trace of good. We have in gambHng a 
crime standing alone — dark, malignant, uncom^ 
pounded wickedness ! It seems in its ftdl growth a 
monster without a tender mercy, devouring its own 
offspring without one feeling but appetite. A gami9^ 
14 
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ster, as such, is the cool, calculating, essential spirii 
of concentrated avaricious selfishness. His intellect 
' is a living thing, quickened with double life for vil* 
lany ; his heart is steel of fourfold temper. Whea 
a man begins to gamble he is as a noble tree full of 
sap, green with leaves, a shade to beasts, and a 
covert to birds. When one becomes a thorough gam- 
bler, he is like that tree Ughtning-smitten, rotten in 
root, dry in branch, and sapless; seasoned hard 
and tough ; nothing lives beneath it, nothing on its 
branches, unless a hawk or a vulture perches for a 
moment to whet its beak, and fly screaming away 
for its prey. 

To every young man who indulges in the least 
form of gambling, I raise a warning voice ! Under 
the specious name of amusement, you are laying the 
foundation of gambling. Playing is the seed which 
comes up gambling. It is the light wmd which 
l»ringa up the stcNrm. It is the white frost which pre- 
ludes the winter. You are mistaken, however, in 
supposing that it is harmless in its earliest beginnings. 
Its terrible blight belongs, doubtless, to a later stage; 
but its consumption of time, its^ destruction of indus<- 
try, its distaste for the cahner pleasures of life, be- 
long to the very beginning, Tou will begin to play 
with every generous feeling. Amusement will be 
the plea. At the beginning the game will excite en- 
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tfiumasm, pride of skiU, the love of mastery, and the 
love of money. The love of money, at first almost 
imperceptible, at last will rule out all the rest, — ^like 
Aaron's rod, — a serpent, swallowing every other 
serpent Generosity, enthusiasm, pride and skill, 
love of mastery, will be absorbed in one mighty feel- 
ing, — ^the savage lust of lucre. 

There is a downward climax in this sin. The 
opening and ending are fatally connected, and drawn 
toward each other with almost irresistible attrac* 
tion. If gambling is a vortex, playing is the 
outer ring of the Maelstrom. The thousand pound 
stake, the whole estate put up on a game — what are 
these but the instruments of kindling that tremen- 
dous excitement which a diseased heart craves? 
What is the amusement for which you play but the 
excUemeni of the game ? And for what but this, 
does the jaded gambler play ? You differ from him 
only in the degree of the same feeling. Do not so* 
lace yourself that you shall escape because others 
have ; for they stopped^ and ytm go on. Are you as 
safe as they, when you are in the gulf-stream of 
perdition, and they on the shore? But have you 
ever asked, how many have escaped ? Not one in a 
thousand is left unblighted ! You have nine hun- 
dred and ninety-nine chances against you, and one 
for you ; and will you go on ? If a disease should 
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fttalk through the towo, devouring whole HmAmt 
and aparing not one in fiye hundred^ would you li< 
down under it quietly because you bad one cb«ne^ 
in fi?e hundred 7 Had a seorpioa stung you» would 
U alleviate your pangs to reflect that you h^d cmly 
CM chance in one hundred ? Had you swallowed 
corrosive poison, would it ease your convulsions to 
Ihiuk there was only one chance in fifty for you? I 
do not call every man who plays a gambler, but a 
gambler in embryo. 1^ me trace your course from 
the amusement of innocent playing to its almpsf 
kievitable wd« 

Setn&^sL A gentecd coffee-house, — whose hu« 
mane screen conceals a line of grenadier bottles, and 
hides respectable blushes from impertinent eyes* 
There is a quiet little room opening out of the bar; 
and here sit four jovial youths. The cards are out, 
the wines are in. The fourth is a reluctant hand ; 
he does not love the drink, nor approve the game. 
He anticipates and fears the result of both. Why 
is he here? He is a whde-souled fellow, and is 
afraid to seem ashamed of any fashionable gaiety. 
He will sip his wine upon the importunity of a 
friend newly come to town, and is too polite to spoil 
that friend's pleasure by refusing a part in the game. 
They sit, shuffle, deal; the night wears on, the 
dock tellmg no tale of passing hours — the prudent 
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liqiior-fiend has made it safely dumb. The night is 
getting old ; its dank air grows fresher; the east is 
grey ; the gaming and drinking and hilarious laugh«* 
ter are over, and the youths wending homeward* 
What says conscience? No matter what it says; 
they did not hear, and we will not. Whatever was 
said, it was very shortly answered thus: '^ This 
has not been gambling; all were gentlemen; there 
was no cheating; simply a convivial evening; no 
stakes except the bills incident to the entertainments 
If anybody blames a young man for a little inno- 
cent exhilaration on a special occasion, he is a siv 
perstitious bigc^ ; let him croak ! " Such a garnished 
game is made the text to justify the whole round of 
gambling. I^et us, then, look at 

Scene the second. In a room so silent that there 
is no sound except the shrill cock crowing the m«rn'- 
mg, where the forgotten candles bum dimly ov^ the 
long and lengthened wick, sit four men. Carved 
marble could not be more motionless, save their 
hands. Pale, watchful, though weary, their eyes 
pierce the cards, or furtively read each other's faces. 
Hours have passed over them thus. At length 
they rise without words; scone, with a satisfaction 
which only makes their faces brightly haggard, 
scrape off the piles of money ; others, dark, sullen, 
silent, fierce, move away from their lost money. 
14* 
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The darkest and fiercest of the four is that young 
firiend who first sat down to make out a game ! He 
will neyer sit so innocently again. What says he to 
his conscience now ? I have a right to gamble ; I 
have a right to be damned too, if I choose \ whose 
business is it?" 

Skene the third. Years have passed on. He has 
seen youth ruined, at first with expostulation, then 
with only silent regret, then consenting to take part 
of the spoils; and finally, he has himself decoyed, 
duped, and stripped them without mercy. Go with 
me into that dilapidated house, not far from the 
holding, at New Orleans. Look into that dirty 
roonk Aroutid a broken table, sitting upon boxes, 
kegs, or rickety chairs, see a filthy crew dealing 
cards smonched with tobacco, grease and liquor. 
One has a pirate-face burnished and burnt with 
brandy ; a shock of grizzly, matted hair, half cover- 
ing his villain eyes, which glare out like a wild 
beast's from a thicket. Close by him wheezes a 
white-faced, dropsical wretch, vermin-covered, and 
st»ichful. A scoundrel-Spaniard, and a burly ne- 
gro, (the jollies t of the four,) complete the group. 
They have spectators — drunken sailors, and ogling, 
thieving, drinking women, who should have died 
kng ago, when all that was womanly died. Here 
hour draws on hour, sometimes with brutal laughs 
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ter, sometimes with threat^ and oatfi, and npieex. 
The last few stolen dollars lost, and temper too, each 
eharges each with cheating, and high words ensue, 
and blows ; and the whole gang burst out the door, 
beating, biting, scratching, and rolling over and oyer 
in the dirt and dust. The worst, the fiercest, the 
drunkest, of the four, is our friend who began by 
making up the game? 

Scene the fourth. Upon this bright day, stand 
with me, if you would be sick of humanity, and 
look over that multitude of men kindly gathered to 
see a murderer hung ! At last, a guarded cart drags 
on a thrice-guarded wretch. At the gallows' ladder 
his courage fails. His cowatd-feet refuse to ascend ; 
dragged up, he is su{^rted by bustling officials ; his 
brain reels, his eye swims, while the meek minister 
titters a final prayer by his leaden ear. The prayer 
is said, the noose is fixed, the signal is given ; a shud* 
der runs through the crowd as he swings free. After 
a moment, his convulsed limbs stretch down, and 
hang heavily and still ; and he who began to gam- 
ble to make up a game, and ended with stabbing an 
enraged victim whom he had fleeced, has here played 
his last game, — ^himself the stake ! 

I feel impelled, in closing, to call the attention of 
all sober citizens to some potent influences which an 
exerted in favor of gambling. 
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. In our ciyil economy we have Legislators to de- 
vise and enact wholesome laws; Lawyers to comisel 
and aid those who need the laws' reUef ; and Judges 
to determine and administer the laws. I£ Legis- 
lators, Lawyers, and Judges are gamblers, with 
what hope do we warn off the young from this 
deadly fascination, against such authoritative ex- 
amples of high public functionaries? With what 
eminent fitness does that Judge press the bench, who 
in private commits the vices which officially he is 
set to condemn ! With what singular terrors does 
he frown on a convicted gambler with whom he 
played last night, and will play again to-night! 
SEow wisely should the fine be light which the 
sprightly criminal will win and pay out of the 
Judge's own pocket! 

With the name of Judgb is associated ideas of inu- 
maculate purity, sober piety, and fearless, favorless 
justice. Let it then be counted a dark crime for a 
recreant official so far to forget his reverend place^ 
and noble office, as to run the gantlet of filthy 
vices, and make the word Judge^ to suggest an 
incontinent trifler, who smites with his mouth, and 
smirks with his eye ; who holds the rod to strike the 
criminal, and smites only the law to make a gap for 
criminals to pass through ! If God loves this land, 
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may he sare it from truckling, drinking, shearing, 
gajmbling, vicious Judgea!"^ 

With such Judges I must associate corrupt Lb«s« 
LATORS, whose bawling patriotism leaks out in all 
the sinks of infamy at the Capital These living 
exemplars of vice, pass still-b(»ii laws against vice. 
Are such men sent to the Capital only to prac* 
tise debauchery 1 Laborious aeedsmea — ^they gather 
every germ of evil ; and laborious sowers-«*«t home 
they strew them far and wide! It is a burning 
shame, a high outrage, that pubUc men, by eorrupt* 
ing the young with the example of manifold vices, 
should pay back their constituotits for their honors t 

Our land has little to fear from abroad, and much 
&cm within. We can bear foreign aggression, sear* 
city, the revulsions of commerce, plagues, and pesti* 
lences ; but we cannot bear vicious Judges, corrupt 
Courts, gambling Legislators, and a vicious, corrupt, 
and gambUng ccmstituency. Let us not be deceived ! 
The decay of civil institutions begins at the core. 
The outside wears all the lovely hues of ripeness, 
when the inside is rotting. Decline does not begin 
in bdld and startling acts; but, as in autumnal 
leaves, in rich and glowing colors. Over diseased 

* Tbe gCDeral eminent integrity of the Bench is unquestionabie— and no 
nemarks in the text are to be construed as an oblique aspersion of the pro* 
lession. But the purer our Judges generally, the more shameless is it that 
wamt win wit abandon either tiietr Ticaa or ittax office. 
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vitals, C(msaii^itiY6 laws irear the hectic blush, a 
brilliant eye, and transparent skin. Could the public 
sentiment declare that personal morautt is the first 
element of patriotism ; that corrupt Legislators are 
the most pernicious of criminals; that the Judge 
who lets the Tillain off, is the villain's patron; that 
tolerance of crime is intolerance of virtue, — our 
nation might defy all enemies and live forever ! 

And now, my young friends, I beseech you to let 
alone this evil before it be meddled with. You are 
safe from vice when you avoid even its appearance ; 
and only then. The first steps to wickedness are 
imperceptible. We do not wonder at the inexpe- 
rience of Adam; but it is wonderful that six thou- 
sand years' repetition of the same arts, and the same 
imifonn disaster, should have taught men nothing ! 
that generation after generation should perish, and 
the wreck be no warning ! 

The mariner searches his chart for hidden rocks, 
stands off from perilous shoals, and steers wide of 
reefs on which hang shattered morsels of wrecked 
ships, and runs in upon dangerous shores with the 
ship manned, the wheel in hand, and the lead con- 
stantly sounding. But the mariner upcm life's sea, 
carries no chart of other men's voyages, drives be- 
fore every wind that will speed him, draws upon 
horrid shores with slumbering crew, or heads in 
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upon roaring reefs as though he would not perish 
where thousands have perished before him. 

Hell is populated with the victims of " harmless 
amusements,^^ Will man never learn that the way 
to hell is through the valley of deceit 1 The power 
of Satan to hold his victims is nothing to that mas- 
tery of art by which he first gains them. When he 
approaches to charm us, it is not as a grim fiend, 
gleaming from a lurid cloud, but as an angel of light 
radiant with innocence. His words fall like dew 
upon the flower; as musical as the crystal-drop 
warbling from a fountain. Beguiled by his art, he 
leads you to the enchanted ground. Oh! how it 
glows with every refulgent hue of heaven ! Afar 
off he marks the dismal gulf of vice and crime; its 
smoke of torment slowly rising, and rising forever ! 
and he himself cunningly warns you of its dread 
disaster, for the very purpose of blinding and draw- 
ing you thither. He leads you to captivity through 
fiJl the bowers of lulling magic. He plants your 
foot on odorous flowers; he fans your cheek with 
balmy breath; he overhangs your head with rosy 
clouds; he fills your ear with distant, drowsy music, 
charming every sense to rest. Oh ye! who have 
thought the way to hell was bleak and frozen as 
Norway, parched and barren as Sahara, strewed 
like Golgotha with bones and skulls, reeking with 
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itench like the vale of Gehenna, — witness your 
mistake! The way to hell is goi^eous! It is & 
highway, cast up; no lion is there, no ominous hird 
to hoot a warning, no echoings of the wailing-pit, 
no Itirid gleams of distant fires, or moaning sounds 
of bidden woe ! Paradise is imitated to huild yott 
a way to death; the flowers of heaven are stolen 
and poisoned ; the sweet plant of knowledge is here ; 
ihe pure white flower of religion; seeming virtue 
and the charming tints of innocence are scattered all 
along like native herbage, llie enchanted victim 
travels on. Standing afar behind, and from a silver- 
crumpet, a heavenly messenger sends down the wind 
a solemn warning : There is a way which seemeth 

ftlOHt TO MAN, BUT TH£ END THEREOF IS DEATH. And 

again, with louder blast: The wise man fore- 

SEiTfi THE evil; fools pass on and are PtTNISHED. 

Startled for a moment, the victim pauses; gazes 
round upon the flowery scene, and whispers. Is ii not 
harmless? — "Harmkss,^^ responds a serpent from 
the grass ! — ^^Harmiess,^^ echo the sighing winds ! — 
BdmUess,^^ re-echo a hundred airy tongues I If 
now a gale from heaven might only sweep the 
clouds away through which the victim gazes; oh! 
if God would break that potent power which chains 
the blasts of hell, and let the sulphur-stench roll up 
flie vale, how would the vision change ! — ^the road 
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become a track of dead men's bones ! — the heavens 
a lowering storm ! — the balmy breezes, distant wait- 
ings — and all those balsam-shrubs that lied to his 
seises, sweat drbpe of Hood updn their poison- 
boughs ! 

Ye who are meddling with the edges of vice, ye 
are on this road ! — and utterly duped by its enchant- 
ments ! Your eye has already lost its honest glance, 
your taste bas^ lost its purity, your heart throbs with 
poison ! The leprosy is all over you, its blotches 
and eruptions cover you. Your feet stand on slip- 
pery places, whence in ^hxe time they shall slide, if 
you rafuisie the wamii^ ivhich I raise. Th^y shall 
sUde from heaven j nevet to be visited by a gamble ; 
riide down to that fitsry abyss below you, out of 
which none ever come. Then, when the last card is 
6ast, and the game over, and you lost ; then, when 
the echo of your fall shall ring through hell,— in 
malignant triumph, shallthe ArchMSramUer, who 
cuBningty played for your soul, have his prey ! Too 
late you shall look hexk upon life as a miohtt oams, 
in which you were the stake, and Satan^ the wnmer I 
16 
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LECTURE VI. 



All scripture is giien by inspintion of God, and is profitable for doctrine, 
for repioof, for eorrectioti, for instmction in rigbteoiunesa : that the man 
of God jnay be perfisct, thoroughly funished nnto all good works. 2 
Tim. iii. 16, 17. 

SvBBLT one cannot declftre the whole counsel of 
God, and leave out a subject which is interwoToi 
with almost every chapter of the Bible. So invet- 
etate is the prejudice against introducing into the 
pulpit the subject of Xicentiousne ss, that Ministers 
of the Gospel, knowing the vice to be singularly 
dangerous and frequait, have yet by silence almost 
complete, or broken only by circuitous allusions, 
matufested their ^submission to the popular taste. =* 
That Vice upon which it has pleased God to be 
more explicit and full than upon any other ; against 
which he uttered his voice upon Sinai, Thou shali 

* Tlie liberality with which this Lecture was condemned before I had 
written it, and the prompt criticisms aflerwaids, of thoee who did not 
hear it, have indueed me to print it «lmoet unaltered. Otherwise I should 
have changed many portions of it firom forms of esqnression peculiar to the 
pnlpit iato those better suited to a book. 
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fu^ commit adultery ; upon which the lawgiver, 
Moses, legislated with boldness ; which Judges con- 
demned ; upon which the venerable Prophets spake 
oft and again ; against which Christ with singular 
directness and plainness uttered the purity of reli- 
gion ; and upon which He inspired Paul to discourse 
to the Cbrinthians, and to almost every primitive 
church ; this subject, upon which the Bible does not 
so much speak, as thunder — ^not by a single bolt, 
but peal after peal — ^we are solemnly warned not ta 
introduce into the pulpit ! 

I am entirely aware of the delicacy of introducing 
this subject into the pulpit. 

One difficulty arises from the sensitiveness of un-^ 
affected purity. A mind, retaining all the dew $ind 
freshness of innocence, shrinks from the very idea 
of impurity, as if it were sin to have thought or 
heard of it, — as if even the shadow of the evil would 
leave some soil upon the unsullied whiteness of the 
virgin-mind. Shall we be angry with this ? or shall 
we rudely rebuke so amiable a feeling, because it 
regrets a necessary duty? God forbid! If there 
be, in the world, that whose generous faults should 
be rebuked only by the tenderness of a reproving 
smile, it is the mistake of inexperienced purity. 
We would as soon pelt an angel, bewildered among 
men and half smothered with earth's noxious va- 
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pors, for bis trembliog apprehensions^ ,To wy^u^l^ 
who have half wished that I might not .9pe^k, I 
say: — Nor would I, did I not kopw. that, puriiy :wiH 
suffer more by the silepce of shamei than fay.th^ 
honest voice of truth. • - . j 

Another difficulty springs from the nature of the 
English language, which has hardly been> framed 
in a schoolwhere it m^y.wind and fit itself to all 
the phases of impurity. But were I speaking Frenqh 
—the dialect of reined .sensualism and of Iieeatiou» 
literature; the language of a land where taste and 
learning and art wait upon the i^ltars of ifiipuritjrj — 
flien I might copiously speak pf this evjil, ZK>r. use^ 
one plain word. But I thank Ood, the honest Efig- 
lish tongue which I have learned, ^has,neyer been so 
bred to this vile subservience of evil. We havo 
plain words enough to say plain things, but the ^iff- 
nity and manliness, of our language has never grown 
supple to twine around brilliant dissipation. It haa 
too manjf plain wor^s, vulgar words, vile words ; 
but it has few mirror-words, which cast a sidelong 
image of an idea ; it has few words which wear a 
Ijieaning sm^Ie, a courtesan-glance significant of 
son^thing unexpressed. When public vice necessi- 
tates public reprehension, it is, for these reasons, 
diffiult to. rede<^ai plainness from vulgarity. We 
must speak plainly and properly; or else speak by 
innuendo — which is the deviPs language. 
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'Another diiflicalty lies in the confusM echoeli 
which vile men breate in evety comihuhityi whert 
the pulpit disturbs them. Do I not know the arts 
of cunning men ? Did not Detaetrius, the Silver- 
smith (worthy to have lived in our day !) becdme 
mosft wonderfully pious, and run iail over the city to 
rouse tip the dormant zeal of Diana^s worshippers, 
and gather a mobr, to whom he preabhed thai Diana 
must be scared for ; when, to his fellow-craftsfmen, he 
tol<t the trath : omi Orjlft. is in liANGEii f Men will 
not qui^ly be exposed. They foresee the rising 
of a- vinnously rettibutive' public serititoent, as' the 
fiiarifier seee the doud of the storm rolling bp the 
heaveihs! Tb^y strive to forestall and resist it 
How loudly will a liquor-fiend protest against tem-^ 
perance lectures — sinftil enough for redeeming vic- 
tims from his paw ! How sensitive some men to a 
church bell! they are high priests of revivals at a 
horse-race, a theatre, ^r a liquor-isnpper ; but a reli- 
gious revival pains their sober minds. Even thus, 
the town will be made vocal with outcries against 
sermons on hoenttousness. Who c ries out? — the 
sober? — the iriamaculate? — the devout? It is the 
voice of the sdn of midnight ; it is the sh j^fllf n^ *^^n 
STRANGE woMAN^s vjctimj <md th^ir se nsitjti^jaeaa A - 
not of purit y, but of fear ! Men protest against the 
indecency of the pulpit, because the pul|>it ihakes 
16* 
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them fed their own mdecency ; they weuld drive us 
from the investigation of vice, that they may keep 
the field open for their own occupancy. I expect 
such men's reproachea I know the reasons of them. 
X am not to be turned by them, not one hair's 
breadth, if they rise to double their pres^it volume, 
until I have hunted home the wolf to his lair, and 
ripped off his brindled hide in his very den! 

Another difficulty exists, in the criminal fastidi- 
ousness of the community upon this subject. This 
is the counterfeit of delicacy. It resemUes it less 
than paste-jewels do the pure pearl. Where deM- 
oacy, the atmosphere of a pure heart, is lost, or 
never was had, a substitute is sougjit; and is 
found in /«n9is of delicacy, not in its feelmgs. It 
is a delicacy of exterior, of etiquette, of show, of 
roles ; not of thought^ not of pure imaginaiimi, not 
of the crystal-current of the heart I Criminal fas- 
tidiousness is the Pharisee's sepulchre; clean, white, 
beautiful without, full of dead men's bones within ! 
— the Pharisee's platter, the Pharisee's cup — it is the 
very Pharisee himself; and like him of old, lays on 
burdens grievous to be borne. Delicaey is a spring 
which God has sunken in the rock, which the win- 
ter never freezes, the summer never heats ; whidi 
sends its quiet waters with ipusic down the flowery 
hili'-side, and which is pure and transparent, because 
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U has at the bottom no sediment I would that 
every one of ua had this well of lifei gushing from 
pur hearts-^«n everlasting and full stream ! 

False modesty always jud^s by the outside; it 
cares how you speak, more than what. That wbich 
would outrage in plain words, may be implied fu^- 
tively, in the sallies of wit or &ncy, and be admis- 
sible. Every day I see this giggling modesty, which 
blushes at language mote than at its meanmg; 
which smiles upon base things, if they will ai^pear 
in the garb of virtue ! That, disease of mind I0 
which I have frequently alluded in these lectures, 
which leads it to clothe vice beautifully and then 
admit it, has had a fatal effect also upon Literatufe; 
giving currency to filth, by coining it in the mint of 
beauty. It is under the influence of this disease of 
taste and heart, that we hear expressed such strange 
judgments upon English authors. Those who speak 
plainly what they mean, when they speak at all, 
are called rude and vulgar; while those iqpon whose 
requisite sentences the dew of indelicacy rests like 
so many brilliant pearls of the morning upon flow- 
ers, are called our moral authors ! 

The most dangerous writers in the English lan- 
guage are those whose artful inmnuations and mis- 
chi^vous poli^ reflect upon the mind the image of 
impurity, without presenting the impurity itself. A 
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pkin Tulgarity in 'a writer is Hb elm mitid<M;e;' If 
is like A foe who attacks ui^ openljr/ and* "give us op-' 
portunity of defence. But impimty, secreted under 
beauty, is like a treacherous friend who strolls with 
us in a garden bf sweets, and destroys us by the 
odor of pofsoDoiur flowers proffered 4o our senses. 
Let the reinreh^isible groiSsness of Ghaucer bo com- 
pared with Ae perfiimed, elaborate hrilliancy erf* 
Moore's Ikense. I would not wfllingly answer at 
the (mmt of God for the writings of either ; but of the 
two, I would rather bear the sin of Chaucer's plain- 
sfokea words, whioh never .suggest more than they 
say, than the mn of Moore's language, over which 
plays a witchistg hue and shade of Ueentiousnesa. I 
woukt rather put the downright, and i^ften abomina- 
ble vulgarity of Swift iftto my ohild's hand,. than 
t]i9 scoundrel-indiroQtions of Sterne. They are both 
impqre writers ; but not equally harmful. The one. 
says what h^ means ; the other means what he dare 
not say. Swifft is, in this reelect, Belial in his own 
form; Sterne is Satan in the form of an ang^ of 
light: and many will receive the temptation of the 
Angel, who would scorn the proffer of the Demcm. 
What an incredible state of morals^ in the Engtidi 
church, that permitted two of her eminent clergy to 
be the most licentious writers of the age, and aa im- 
pure as almost any of the Englisln literature ! Evm 
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more effect upon the passion? thw ^pea the taslsT 
'^imhQBQXigii^- j^^>^\^ ;}^ glowiig 

SeiBks^Sj oi^. finds ,4^sq|:i|ptionA 'imwit'AA^^ hy anjf 
past of .,Di^ J.uan; a{»d as umiph riiic^ dangerous 
than it is, as % Qi^ui^tesao, eouaieaanoBd by Tirtuous 
society, is.,^ore^;dangeious,than i^ea among: h^r 
owfiassoc^test Indeed, an ;autb(H! ivhovsurprisea 
yon vnikjpSmf^ indelio^oiea in iMralaml repntabte 
wriungfifiis^ worse than one, w4k>) widiout disgrnse, 
afidpo; ptirposcb serves pp a wbt)le basiqvet df indel^ 
icfic^s. .Many will admit, poison^morselaiwett scu* 
g^ed, wjbo would rey€4t from to (infernal feast, of 
ipnpu^ity* Theire is Jittle danger that rbtim: txrill 
tempt the honest yocmg to robbery. :Baa£<d one first 
tempts him to. jbjsebood ; tiext, .to pet^y diriiones- 
ties; next, to pilfering; then, to tbienring; indjiaw,^ 
only, will the robber influence him, when others 
have handed him down to his region of oriihe. 
Those authors who soften ^vil, and show, deformity ^ 
with tints of beauty ;, who arm their gsoeral purity 
with the occasional sting of imparity y — these are 
they who take the feet out of the straight, path — the' 
guil^est path of seductioq. He who feeds an in- 
flamed appetite with food spieed to fire, is less guilty 
than ha who hid in the mind the leaven which 
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wrought tiik appetite. The polished seducer is cer^ 
tainly more dangerous than the vulgar d^auchee— 
both in Itfe and in literature.* 

In this contrast are to be placed Shakespeare and 
Bui war: ^akespeare is sometimes gross, but not 
often covertly impure. Bulwer is slily impure, but 
not often gross. I am speaking, however, only of 
^lakespeare'a Plays, and not of his youthful fugi- 
tive pieces; vrhich, I am afraid, cannot have part in 
this exception. He began wrong, but grew better. 
At first, he wrote by the taste of his age ; but when 
a man, he wrote to his own taste: and though he is 
not without sin, yet, compared witti his contempo* 
raries, he is not more illustrious for his genius ihan 
for his purity. Beprehension, to be effisctive, should 
be just No man is prepared to excuse properly the. 
oeoasional Uemishes of this wonderful writer, who 
has not been shocked at the immeasurable licen^- 
taousnesa of the Dramatists of his cycle. One play 
of Ford, one SKSt, one conversation, has more abomi-' 
nations than the whole world of ^akesi^eare. Let 
those women, who ignorantly sneet at Shakespeare, 
remember that they are indebted lo him for the no- 
blest conceptions of woman's character in our litera- 
ture — the more praiseworthy, because he found na 
modeb in current authors. The occasional touches 
of troth and womianly delicacy in the early Drama- 
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tiats are no compensation for the wlurtesale coarse- 
ness and vulgarity of their female characters. In 
Shakespeare, woman appears in her true form-— • 
pure, disinterested, ardent, devoted ; capable of the 
noblest feelings and of tlie highest deeds. The Am* 
guage of many of Shakespeare's women would be 
shocking in our day ; but so would be the domestic 
manners of that age. The same actions may in one 
age be a sign of corruption, and be perfectly inno- 
cent in another. No one is shodced that in a pio- 
neer-cabin, one room serves for a parior, a kitchen, 
and a bed«room, for the whole family, and for ^x>- 
miscuous guests. Should fastidiousness revolt at 
this, as vulgar, — the vulgarity must be accredited 
to the fastidiousness, and not to the custom. Tet, 
it would he inexcusable in a refined metropcdis, and 
everywhere the moment it ceases to be necessary. 
Biit nothing in these remarks must apologize for lan- 
guage or deed, which indicates an impure heart No 
age, no custom, may plead extenuation for essential 
lust; and no sound mind can refrain from commen- 
dation of the master-dramatist of the world, when 
he learns that in writing for a most licentious age, 
he rose above it so far as to become something like 
a model to it of a more virtuous way. Shakespeare 
left the dramatical literature immeasurably purer 
than it came to hiuL 
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Bnlwer hw Hn^dte iHe En^ish;' noveMitetattm 
more vile 4baii he f<Muld it. - The etie viras a reform* 
er, ike other ta implacable' corrupter. ' We respect 
and admire :the one, (while^ we marie his faults,) be* 
eause he witbetood his age; dnd we despise with 
ntter loathing the bther, .whose specific gravity 6t 
wickedness stink him below the level of his own 
age. With a modetate caution, Shakespeare may 
be safely put ihtb -the haiids of the youtig. ' 1 regard 
the admission of Bulwer as a crime against the first 
principles of virtue. 

In all the cas<^s which I have considered, y6u will 
remark a greater indulgence to that impurity which 
Breaks out on the surface, than to th«lt which lurks 
in the blood and destroys the constitution. It is the 
ourse of our literature that it is traversed by so 
many rills of impurity. It is a vast champaign, 

waving W '**^ linPIT"*"!^^ ltt^nrian/>a nf fJrt^gf, and 

vine, and fruity but the poisonous flower every- 
^Se^^m^^TwUhjlic^^ 

ter lays its c heek on the wholesome grape ; nay, in 
the^amg^^ljlaasiiMrgr^ and the 

hurtful berry; so that the hand can hardly be' 
stre tche3"ou t To gatner nowCT^pjt^ JJtblL 
ii]^15ac¥^|^£^Lllt.isLboth a shame and an amaz- 
Tng wonder, that the literature of a Christian nation 
should reek with a filth which Pagan antiquity 
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eoirtd scateety endate^; that the Mhiiiitefd of Chrisf 
should have left floating in the pool of offensive writi- 
ngs; much that would hatre brought biood to the 
cheek of a Roman priest, and hav^ shsnned an actor 
of the ciehbol of Aristophaiii^s. Literature is, in turn, 
both the cause and efffect of the sprrft of the age* 
Its cflfect upon this age has been to create a lively 
lelish for ex(juisitely artful licentiousness^ and dis- 
gust only for ttilgaKty. A witty, brlffiant, sugges- 
tive indecency is tolerated for the sake of its genius. 
An age which translates and floods the community 
With P^Micfc novels, (inspired by Ventis and( Bac- 
dhus,) which reprints in popular forms(, fiyron, and' 
Bulwer, and Moore, and Fielding, proposes to revise 
Shakespeare and expurgate the Bible I ! M^ who, 
at home, atfow Don Juan to lie within reach of 
every reader, wifl not allow a Minister of the gospel 
to expose the evif of such a literature! To read 
authors whose lines drop with the very gall of death j 
to vault in elegant dress as near the edge of inde- 
cency as is possible without treading over ; to ex- 
press the utmost possible impurity so dexterously, 
that not a vulgar word is used, but rosy, glowing, 
suggiestive language — this, with many,* is refine- 
ment. Hilt to expose the prevalent vice; to meet 
its glittering literature with the plain and manly 
Ifltnguage of truth ,'^ to say nothing except what 
16 
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one desires to say plainly — this, it seems, is tu1« 
garity ! 

One of the first steps in any reformation must be, 
not alone nor first the correction of the grossness, 
but of the elegancies of impurity. Could our liter- 
ature, and men's conversation, be put under such 
auth(»rity that neither should express, by insinua- 
tion, what dared not be said openly, in a little time, 
men would not dare to say at all what it would be 
indecent to speak plainly. 

If there be here any disciples of Bulwer ready to 
disport in the very ocean of license, if its waters 
only seem translucent; who can read and relish all 
that fires the heart, and are only then distcessed and 
shocked when a serious man raises the rod to cor«. 
rect and repress the evil ; if there be here any who 
can drain his goblet of mingled wine, and only shud- 
der at crystal- water; any, who can see this modem 
prophet of yillany strike the rock of corruption, to 
water his m^otiey herd of revellers, but hate him 
who out of the Rock of Truth should bid gush the 
healthful stveam ; — I beseech them to bow their heads 
in this Christian aj^sembly, and weep their tears of 
regret in secret places, until the evening service be 
done, and Bulwer can staunch their tears, and com- 
fort again their wounded hearts. 

Whenever an injunction is laid upon plain and 
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UAdeniable scriptuie^truth, and I am forbidden, upon 
pain of your displeasure, to preach it ; then, I should 
not so much regard my personal feelings, as the 
affiront which you put upon my master ; and in my 
inmost soul I shall resent that affront. There is n o 
esteem, there is no love, like that which is founded 
in the sanctity IT reTrgionT^^BelW^fOT' fl ra ciry ' Of 70U 
aflame, that sanctity exists. I stood by your side 
when you awoke in the dark valley of conviction, 
and owned yourselves lost I have led yon by the 
hand out of the darkness; by your side I have 
prayed, and my tears have mingled with yours. I 
have bathed you in the crystal-waters of a holy 
baptism ; and whai you sang the song of the ran* 
somed captive, it filled my heart with a joy as great 
as that which uttered it Love, beginning in auch v^ 
scenes, and dr awn from joCScrfd a foimtHJUj it WH ^ 
conmieprifl^ ^, nfi* flu^^natitt^ ^^t"i^ severe toils and r^^^ ^ 
not a few anxieties, it is the crown of rejoicing to a u 

Pastor. What have we in this world but you ? To 
be your servant in the gospel, we renounce all those 
paths by which other men seek preferment Silver 
and gold is not in our houses, and our names are 
not heard where fame proclaims others. Rest we 
are forbidden until death; and girded with the 
whole armor, our lives are spent in the dust and 
smoke of continued battle. But even such love will 
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wA totoat^ bondage We q91i be aenrwM to hjf% 
but never isUtyes to eiipri^j jitiU leas 9«ii we beed 
ibe miQdektep <xf iniquitjr ! 



The proverbs of Solomon are deseed to furnish 
UB a series of mayims for every r^ti<m of life. 
Hi^re will naturally be the most said where there 
is the most seeded. If the frequency of warning 
against i^y sin measures the liability of man to jduUt 
on, then none is worse than Impurity. In many 
separate passages is the solepm warning against 
the f TaAii o6 WOMAN given wiA a force which txmsi 
terrify all but the innocent or incorrigible; and with 
a delicacy which all will feel but those whose mad* 
esty is Ihe flutterii^ of an impure imaginatioa. I 
shall take sudi parts of all these passages as will 
make out. a connected narrative. 

When unsdam ententh into thy hearty and knwolr 
fdge ispUa^ant tmio thy sotd^ discretUm shMpreseme 
ihpe ^ . . to dfli^er thee from (he strange tpotnan^ 
which fiattereth with her tongtie; her lips^ drop as a 
hmey-eomb^ her monih is smoother than oil. She 
mUeth at the door of her house on a seat in the high 
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ptaees of the city^ to call to passengers who go right 
on their ways : '^ Whoso is simple let him turn in 
hither.^' To him that wanieth understandings she 
saiih^ ^^ Stolen waters are sweet and bread eaten in 
eecret is pleasant f^ but he knoweth not that the dead 
are there. Lust not after her beauty ^ neither let her 
take thee with her eyeUds. She forsaheth the guide 
mf her youth, and forgetietk the covenant of her Qod. 
Lest thou shmddst ponder the path of life, her ways 
are movable, that thou canst not know them. Remove 
Ay way far from her, and come not nigh the door 
of her house, for her house indineth unto death. She 
has east down many wounded; yea, many strong 
men have been ^in by her. Her house is the way 
to hell, going down to the chamber of death; none 
that go unto her, return again; neither take they 
hold of the paths of life. Let not thy heart decline 
to her ways, lest thmt mourn at last, when thy flesh 
and thy body care consumed, and say : ^How have T 
hated instruction, and my heart despised reproof. I 
was in all evil in the midst of the congregation and 
aosemhly?^ 

I. Can language be found which can draw, a cor- 
rupt beauty so Yiridly as this ; Which forsaketh the 
guide of her youth, and forgeUeth the covenant of 
her Ood. Look out upon that fallen creature whose 
gay sally through the street calls out the significant 
16* 



Digitized 



by Google 



186 THB STRANdB WOBUIT. 

lAVif^ of bad men, the pity of good mmi, and <ii^ 
horror of the pure. Was not her cradle as pme 
as eyer a loTed kifiuit pressed? Love soothed its 
^ries. Sisters watched its peaceful sleep, and a 
melher pressed it fondly to her bosom ! Had you 
nfierwards, when spring-flowers covered Uie earth, 
and every gale was odor, and every sound was 
musiCi sei^ her, fairer than the lily or the violet, 
aearching them, would you not have said, ^' Socmer 
tdiall the rose grow poisonous than die ; both may 
wither, but neither corrupt." And how ofien, at 
evening, did she cl^atp her liny hands in prayer? 
How often did she put the wonder*^raising qiiestions 
to her mother, of God, and baaven, and the dead — 
as if she had seen heavenly things in a titfion! 
As young womanhood advaaoed, and these fom- 
ahadowed graces ripened to the bud and bnrst into 
Uoom, health glowed in her cheds, love looked from 
her eye, and purity was an atmosjAere around her. 
Alas ! she forsook the guide ef her yau4h. Faint 
thoughts of evil, like a far-off ckmd which the sun- 
set gilds, came first; nor does the rosy sunset blush 
deeper alcHig the heav^i, than her cheek, at the 
first thought of evil. Now, ah ! mother, and thou 
guiding elder sister, could ybu have seen the lurking 
spirit embosomed in that cloud, a holy prayer might 
have broken the spell, a tear have washed its stain ! 
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Al9Bl tbey nam it not; 9he 9poke it not; she vras 
fiirsakmg th^ guide of her yonah. She iliiid(«th 
DO mme of heaven. She bneejtbeib no more pvaye^k 
She hath no moie penjlpntial tears to shed; until, 
lifter a long life, she drops the bittar tear upon 
Ifae dieek of deqpair,-r.theii her only suitor. Thou 
hast for$cJcen the eovenani of thy Ood. Go down ! 
fan nev^i to rise I Hdl <qpens to be Hxj home ! 

Oh Prince of torment! if thou hast transforming 
power, give sc^ne relief to this once innocent chfld, 
whom another has eormpted! Let diy deepest 
damnation sdze him who brought her hither! let 
his corcmation be upon the ve^ mount of torment ! 
and tibe raki of fiery hail be his salutation! He 
diall be crowjaecl with thorns pcHSoned and anguish- 
bearing; and every woe beat upon him, and every 
wave of hell roll over the first risuigs of baffled 
hope. Thy guilty thoughts, and guilty deeds, shall 
flit after thee with bows which never break; and 
quivers forever emptying but never exhausted ! If 
Satan hadi one dart more poisoned than another; 
if God hath one bolt more transfixing and blast- 
ing than another; if there be one hideous spirit 
more unrelenUng than others; they shall be thine^ 
most execrable wretch I who led her to forsake the 
guide of her youth^ and to abandon the covenant of 
her Ood. 
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n. The next injunction of God to the young is 
upon the ^anyriny tinner ^ f Beauty, D ^ire noi 
km* beauif in iky hearty neither lei her take ihee with 
her eyeUda. God did not make so much of nature 
with exquisite beauty, or put within us a taste for it, 
wilhout object He meant that it i^uld delight us. 
He made every flower to charm us. He never made 
a color, nor graceful-flying bird, nor silvery insect, 
without meaning lo please our taste. When He 
clothes a man or woman with beauty, He confers a 
favor, did we know how to receive it Beauty, wiik 
amiable dispositions and ripe intelligence, is more to 
any woman than a queen's crown. The peasant's 
daughter, the rustic belle, if they have woman's 
sound discietion, may be rightfully prouder than 
kings' daughters; for Qed adorns those who am 
both good and beautiful; man can only conceal the 
want of beauty, by Uazing jewels. 

As moths and tiny insects flutter around the bright 
blaze which was kindled for no harm, so the foolish 
young, fall down burned and destroyed by the 
blaze of beauty. As the flame which bums to de- 
stroy the insect, is consuming itself and, fWH P'^nHf*, 
into thesockist, so beauty, too often, draws on itself 
THaTram^wKKF^itln^ 

If God hath given thee beauty, tremble ; for it is 
as gold in thy house — thieves and robbers will 
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prowl around and aeek to possess it. If God hath 
pot beauty before thine eyes^ vemeij^r bow many 
strong men haT« been east down wounded by it. 
Art thou stronger than David? Art (hou stronger 
duui mig^y patriardis? — ^than kings and princes, 
iHio, by its &scinations, have lost peace and purity, 
and honor, and riches, and armies, and even king- 
don» ? Let other men'^ destruction be thy wisdom ; 
for it is hard to reap prudence upon the field of ex* 
perience. 

III. In the minute description of this dangerous 
creature, mark nest how seriously we are cauticmed 
of her Wn.E8. 

£kr wiles ef dteas. Coverings of tapestry and 
the fine Unen of Egypt are hers ; the perfumes of 
myrrh and aioes and tinnamon. Silks and nbbons, 
laees and rings, grid imd equipage; ah ! how mean 
a price for damnation. l%e wret^ who would foe 
hung simply for the sake of riding to the gallows on 
a goldmi dxarioT, ^dothed in king's raiment-^what a 
fool were he ! Yet how many consent to enter the ' 
chariot of Death, — drawn by the fiery steeds of lust 
which fiercely fly, and stop not for food or breath 
till they have accomplished their fatal journey — ^if I 
they may spread their seat with flowery silks, or I 
flamit their foorms with glowing apparel and precious) 
jewels i 
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Her mlea of $peech, BeMta may not speak ; tUs 
honor is too high for them. To God's imaged-soa 
(bis prerogative beloiigs, to utter thought and feel- 
ing in articulate sounds. We may breathe our 
thoughts to a thousand ears, and infect a muhitude 
with the best portions of our souL How, then, has 
this soul's breath, this echo of our thoughts^ this only 
image of our feelings, been perverted, that from the 
lips of sin it hath more persuasion, than from the 
lips of wisdom ! What horrid wizard hath put tbtt 
world under a spell and charm, that words from the 
Ups of a STRANOB WOMAN shall ring upon th^ ear like 
tones of music ; while words from the divine lips of 
religion fall upon the startled ear like the funeral 
tones of the burial-bell ! Philosophy seems crabbed ; 
sin, fiedr. Purity sounds morose and cross ; but from 
the lips of the harlot, words drop as honey, and 
flow smoother than oil ; her speech is fisiir, her laugh 
is merry as mune. The eternal glory of purity has 
BO lustre, but the deep damnation of lust is made 
as bright as the gate of heaven i 

J%r wiles of love. Love is the mind's light and 
heat; it is that tenuous air in which all the other 
faculties exist, as we exist in the atmosphere. A 
mind of the greatest stature without love, is like the 
huge pyramid g[ Egypt— chill and cheerless in all 
its dark halls and passages. A mind with love, is 
as a king's palace lighted for a royal festival 
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Shame ! that the sweetest of all the mind's attri- 
butes shonid be suborned to sin ! that this daughter 
of God should become a Ganymede to arrc^ant 
lusts ! — th(B cup-bearer to tyrants ! — ^yet so it is. 
Devil-temjjter ! will thy poison ftever cease ? — shall 
beauty be p6isoned ?^^hall language be charmed ? 
—shall bve be made to defile like p itch, and bu m 
as the living coals ? Hftf ^^^gi^ iff likfi a b^ti4i^il 
bo y, which sends the siboery shaft of flattering 
words. Her eyes shall cheat^thee, her dres s shall 
beguile thee, her beauty is a trap, her sighs are 
baits,;her words ^^ ji^jf^j. jjgy InYft w pfti^Tnftng^ Wy 
flattery is^the^ spider^ jreb spread for thee^. Oh ! 
trust not thy heart nor ear with Delilah I Th^ locks 
of the mightiest Samson are soon shorn off, if he 
will but lay his slumbering head upon her lap. He 
who could slay heaps upon heaps of Philistines, and 
bear upon his huge shoulders the ponderous iron- 
gate, and pull down the vast temple, was yet too 
weak to contend with one wicked artful woman ! 
Trust the sea with thy tiny boat, trust the fickle 
wind, trust the changing skies of April, trust the 
miser's generosity, the tyrant's mercy; but ah! 
simple man, trust not thyself near the artful wo- 
man, armed in her beauty, her cunning raiment, her 
dimpled smiles, her sighs of sorrow, her look of loire, 
her voice of flattery ;— for if thou hadst the strength 
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ot tea iTlyBses, uhlbsB Gad help thee, Cilypw s&all 
make ttiee fast, 9M hold thee in her isIaoA t 

Next beware the trile of her retmmings. To him 
thai wanieth understanding she giaUk^ stamen wa^ars 
are sweety and bread eaten in eeenet is jdeasmi. I 
camefwih to meei thee\ and Tha^e found ihse. 

What says she in the credulons ear of hie^peri- 
encel Why, she tells him that sin is safe;: sh^ 
swears to him that sin is pure; she protests to him 
that sin is innoeent Out of history she will entice 
him, and say : Who hath ever refused my meat' 
offerings and drink^ffarings ? What king have 
I not sought 1 What conqueror have I not con- 
quered ? Philosophers have not, in all their wisdom, 
learned' to hate me. I have been the guest of the 
world's greatest men. The Egyptian priest, the 
Athenian sage, the Roman censor, the rude Gaul, 
have all worshipped in my temple. Art thou afraid 
to tread where Plato trod, and the pious Socrates? 
Art thou wiser than all that ever Kved? 

Nay, she readeth the Bible to him; die goeth 
back along the line of history, and readeth of Abra-* 
ham, and of his glorious compeers; she skippeth 
past Joseph with averted looks, and readeth oi 
David and of Solomon; and whatever chapter tella 
how good men stumbled, there she has tumed down 
a leaf, and will persuade thee, with honeyed speech^ 
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fii^Uke boat decids of gcx)4 mp W^m 4^^ 9il»% 
And (bat thou should?! wly imtate tt^m* ifk idMr 
fD^i^ming md &ll9 ! 

Qr j jbf the BUde wjill i^t oheat i^l^i^ bow wU) |||^ 
plead thine own nature; ho'fv w^l ^h^ wlips|N^y'QfMf 
Ao^ 9iHi(^ ^A«0 9ih QoW| like ^r £M<1w, ivillidhe 
lujce thee tp.pMwJk Jhe ftppL^ wying, 7%w nMt.M^ 
^urel^4ii^ And slp^ )»riJJ hj38 at virtjiMms • in^ jm4 
qjMiton i^gxjLest woiqw, and ^Ips ]pk^r,^rpcui|-fo»gKi^ 
9iJBa$Y P^^^y whjph ptyall ^oef iSfo^ fTQ^h$ip vr^Sf^, 
p^i thep; listen to what Qod f^s: Wfk nmeik 
fair speech sA^ cqv^A hifii fo ifidff S ^k^ t/^JMh 
tery of her Ups $h4& farced JHffi, Itf gmt^ ^tfH^ k^ 
^sanjQ^ jgpeth to sbmghter^ or a^ ^fgfAi^tl^.^mmo>f 
a^n of Jthe $iocJcs^ till ^ dtxrt efriifce fkrw^k^^AU kuwt 
— as a bird hastetk to a mqr^ q^ Mo9fi¥k mf tk$f 
if is for Hslife, 

\ will ppint oply to ai¥>ither wile. Wfiea if^pe^ 
igueuce has been begiiiled by her in|en^ ^^|kcM9%f> 
tion^, how, like a flock of startled birds^ will svnt!% 
up late r^gretf, and sbao^, and fear; d^A worf^^of 
all, bow will conscieiiice ply her scojrpiqpi-'Vbip ^xA 
lash tbee, uttering ^itb 3tem t28«|^ ''t^ax3 art dis* 
bouoced, thpi; art a wretcb) ^^^m ^art }a^\ " Wbw 
thp spul ia full of flwch outcry, n^mory x^i^9W^ 
sleep ; she WAkes^ avid wUl^ fxmsf^au^ stilL plis# ^ 
scourge, will bring back to thy thought«| y/Hitbfi^ 
17 
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^rity, home, a mather's face, a sister's lorOf a 
fiilher's counsel. Perhaps it is out of the high hea* 
yen that thy mother looks down to see thy baseness. 
Oh rif she has a mother's heart, — nay, but she can* 
not weep for thee there ! 

These wholesome pains, not to be felt if there 
were not yet health in the mind, would save the yic^ 
tim, conid they have time to work. But how often 
hay« I seen the spider watch, from his dark round 
h<de, the sIruggUng fly, until he began to break his 
web ; and then dart out to cast his long lithe arms 
about him, and fasten new cords stronger than ever. 
So, God saith, the strange woman shall secure her 
ensnared victims, if they struggle : Lest thou shauldst 
p&nder the path of Ufe^ her ways are mowMe that 
ikau canst nbt fcnoh them* 

She is afraid to see thee soberly thinking of leav- 
ing her, and entering the path of life ; therefore her 
ways are movable. She multiplies devices, she 
studies a thousand new wiles, she has some sweet 
word for every sense— obsequi^ice for thy pride^ 
praise for thy vanity, generosity for thy selfishness, 
religion for thy conscience, racy quips for thy weari- 
sbmeness, spicy scandal for thy curiosity. She is 
never still, nor the same ; but evolving as many 
riiapes as the rolling cloud, and as many colors as 
. dress the wide prairie. 
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IT. Having disclosed b^ wi]ies, let me sho^ ym 
what God say43 of the chances of escape to thosa 
who<mce fdilow her: None that go unio her rehtm 
again^ neither take they hold of the paths ^ Ufe. 
The str^gth of this language was not meant ahso- 
hitely to exclude hope from those who, having wasted 
flieir substance in riotous living) would yet retjdm ; 
but to warn the unfall^ into what an abnM 
hopeless gulf they plunge, if they venture. Somo 
may escape-^as here and there a mangled sailor 
erawls out of the water upon the faeach,.--4he <nily 
one or two of the whole crew ; the rest are gUi^;Ung 
in the wave with impotent struggles, or already sunk 
to the bottom. There are many evUs which hold 
their victims by the force of habit ; thBre are oHmes 
which fasten them by breaking their return to ao* 
eiety. Many a person never reibnixs, because neifarm 
would bring no relief. There are other evils wfakdi 
bold men to them, because they are like ite b^^iA- 
ning of a fire ; &ey tend to bum with fierciMr and 
wider flames, until all fuel is consumed, and go out 
only when there is nothing to bum. Of this last 
kind is the ain of lic^itiousness ; said when the 
conflagration once foseaks out, experience has i^iowBi 
what the Bible long ago declared, that the chances 
of ref<»mation are few indeed. Tie certainty o€ 
oontiuttanoe is so great, that the chances of escApt. 
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i,¥ef dropped from Ae ilttlcalation; soul i^ is s^d 
toiiiidlyj miNE tHAt go ""^"^ *"*" *nTTfitf' iiii<TTrf 
T. We are il^jnTBSiy warned agai&st <be d^sing^ 

Thete kr no viM 13^ Ikimiioasness, te dehide 
iritfa the mo^ fitfleinatkgr p^ofleiti of dejigbt, and 
iSilU Bid imniGSS^'^wIth the fioost loathMtne expo* 
llMee^ AU tiees at the begiimihg are divert 
fongned) but none so impttmoned as ^lis. AU 
Tkea ill tiie end cheat their dupes, but none wiHi 
Midi oKervhdiBiing dkwuiter as lieentiousneUL I 
Aali deseribe by an allegory^ its spdeious sedn^ 
ttaaa, its j^usifale ptoiais eiT itn appartiit jn n nnnii i inj 
iai dehifliire saifeptr, ? *** jfifypf'T> jn^rgj ihiit i haiij^ri^ 
ItauLgtiB&Jtheir flighty flieir,.OJweryyjM 
tfan's rrnn^ 

i^Bouaa faaa been cunningly planned by an mrw 
aaomtBoi* to attract and please the attention* It 
stands in a rast garden fiili of endianting objeets.^ 
It diises ill glowing tdk>rs, and seems full of peace 
imd fiili of pteasurei AU the signs are of unbounded 
Mjbyment-^safe, if not innocent. Though er«ry 
beam is rotictn, and the house is the house of deaths 
$xiA «t it are aU the vieiseitudes of inf^:nal misery ; 
yi^ to the young it appears a palace of delight 
Tbey will not believe that death can Iturk behind so 
MiBbbnt a fabric. Itiose who are within^ look enl 
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aod pine to letimi^ and tfiose who wi9 without, lo^ 
in and pine to enter. Such is the mastery of .deh]ir 
dingsin* 

That part of the gaiden which bprders on tbp 
highway, of innoc«ice is <»refuUy pliMited. Tfyeste 
is not a poispn^weed, nor thorn, pojr thistle ther^ 
Ten thousand flowers bloom, and waft a thousaojl 
odors. A victnn cautiously inspects it; but it tui# 
been too carefully patterned uppn innocence to b^ 
easily detected* This outer garden i$ i]^poGent;~r 
innooence is the lure to wile you from the path if^tg 
het grounds ;— rinnoce^ce is the ba^t.pf that 4ra{^ tgr 
which she has secured all her victims. At diie g^ 
standf a comely, porter, saying blandly : Who^ if 
simple let him turn in bUher. Will the youth eoj^tl 
Will he seek her house? To himself h^ .^ay^ ^'I 
will enter only to see the gard^, — ^its finiits, it^ 
&werSy its birds, its arbors, its warbling fountains I" 
He is resolved in yirtue. He seeks wisdom, not 
p^leasure! — Dupe! you are deceived already; and 
this is your first lesson of wisdom. He passes, and 
the porter leers behind him ! He is within an En- 
chanter's gard^! Can he not n<yw retuAiy if he 
wishes? — ^be will not widi to retii^n, until it is too 
late. He ranges the ouler g^urden near to the high- 
way, thinking as he walks : " Hpw fodishly have I 
be^i alarmed at pious lies about this beautifiil 
17« 
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Emboldened by the innocency of his firsl fl*qpt, 
4i6 e^loves thb gaiden foiAer fitMn tti^ foad. The 
iBowers grow ticher^ ^ir odonr exhilartti^; the 
f^ frail bre&fbes perftime Ifte flowen; and Mrds 
(MMi iMosKiciBiWd with delight aiKietig the fragrant 
Mihilto ftiad loaded Uees. Soft and silvery musie 
VteftiB Along Hie aht!. <^Afe angels shi^gT-^h! 
4id tliat I was, to fe^r this plaee ; it is all the heaven 
4 iteed ! Ridieuloiis pdest, to tell me that death was 
Hkt^, where all is beattty, fittgrance, and mdodyl 
dQ^, death Bever lurked m so gorgeous a^paxel 
te tins ! Qekth is grim, and hideoos ! " He hat 
ibcttne liectf to tfie strange woman's uoinis. If it was 
l)eautiftd ftom a&r , it is celestial now ; for his eyiss 
^itte bewitdied with knagic: Wheh our passions 
enehant us, bow beautiful is the way to deadi ! fe 
46VtBry window are sights of pleasure; from «very 
^^ning, issue sounds of joy-^the lute, the harp^ 
liMindifig feet, and echoing laughter. Nymphs have 
idteecfied this Pilgrim of temptaticm; — they smile 
^d beldam. Where are his resoluttcms now? This 
4tr iStke virtutfus youth wt^ came to ^erve/ He 
iM ^aheady seen too much! but he wiH see more; 
lie will taste, feel, i^egret, Weep, wait, diet The 
teem fceau^til nymph that ^e ever rested OBi 
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k> give him hosj^itatile uretedni^. F<tf «i iMmefll iMi 
tecslls his h6im, his tedth^, his sister -^efitcle f bit 
ikey seem fiu^awaj^^ dim, ^xt^isiasl Ikiito his ««¥ 
tfxie t)eailtifiil hei^ald pottrsOi^ frw^eeleBt rounds 4f 
tore : ^' You are ^relc^Hte here^ aod worthy ! You 
hiKTe eaily wisAcmi, to bteak 'Hfie bmiois of supef^- 
Hdtioii, tM to 86ek tfitese ^oolicb wheie sumiiii«r 
Q!dt«ir oeases, ifimd sorrcyraever 6omes! Hail! and 
wdecttae to^ the House of ^ctasare { ''' Th^ e seemed 
to bfe a Teapotise Do these Isolds; &e house, ib» 
trees, and Ihe very air, seemed to ec^o, <^ filail ! fttti 
"vrdcome ! '^ In the stillness which followed, had the 
Yictim heca less kilosdcated, he mi^t hare heard u 
tieat and solemn voice which seemed to fall straig^ 
down ftoih heaven : Comb mot iMh th^ door op mm 

^aOOlte. Hib fiOlteX K THB WAT TO fiSLL, OOINO BOWtl 
'^tO THB CHAMfiSas OF DBATH ! 

it is loo late ! He has gone in, — wbD shall neveir 

^ 'the simghter ; or as a foal to Ste correcH^n of 
ike stoeks . . . and knmMA not that it is ftn- Mb 

Enter with me, in imagination, the strange wo- 
"lrian*« HOUSE-— trfiere, <5rod grant you may never 
tsifter in any other Way. There axe five wards — 
Measutre, Satiety, Discovery, Disease, and Death. 
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HTor^ ^ Pleasw^^-'Tbe eye ib dazxied with, ihf 
magoificeace of , its apparel|---ela8tic yelvel, glossj; 
iilksy bumubed satin, crimson drapery, plushy car- 
pets* - Exquisite pictures glow upon the walls, carved 
marble adoams every niche^ The inmatiw are de- 
ceived by these lying shows; they dance, they sing; 
with beaming eyes they utter softest strains of flat* 
iery and graceful complim^it. They partake the 
amorous wine, and the repast which loads the table. 
They eat, they drink, they are blithe and merry. 
Surely, they, should be; for aiiter this brief hour^ 
they shall never know purity nor joy again ! Fix 
this mom^it's. revelry, they are sdlii^ heaven! 
The strange woman walks among her guests in all 
her charms ; fans the flame of joy, scatters grateful 
odors, and urges on the fatal revelry. As her pois- 
oned wine is quafled, and the gay creatures begin to 
reel, the torches wane and cast but a twilight One 
by one, the guests grow somnolent; and, at length, 
^y all reposie. . Their cup is exhausted, their plear 
sure is forever over, life has exhaled to a^ essence^ 
and that is consumed ! Whi^e they sleep, servitors, 
practised to the work, remove them all to anotiber 
Ward. ^ 

Ward of Satiety, — Here reigns a bewildering twi- 
light through which can hardly be discerned tfa^ 
wearied inmates, yet sluggish upon their couches. 
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Orarflufiiiod iritb dance^ sated with wide ^nd fruity 
a fitful drovftiness reies them. They wafce, 10 
cfave; they tasle^ fo kiathe; they cleep, to dream; 
tirey irake again from itnquiet visiona. They long 
iot the sharp taste of {deasore, sp gratefal yestevday« 
Again they dink, repiBiiig to sleep; by starts^ they 
lOtise at an ominous dr^am ; by iMarts, they hear 
strange eties! l%e fruit bums Md torments; dM 
wine sh&eM itorp pains through their pulse. Strangis 
wonder fills thesa. *niey rememlier the receiit joy^ 
as a reveller i& the morning thinks of his midnigiii^ 
faiadness. The glowing gasden and the basqtrat 
now seem aQ sti!q>pi9d and ^oomy. They meditate 
setnm ; j^nsively they long ibr their natiire spot ! At 
tfeepless mcMneiits, mighty leaolntieits lbrm,-**««mb* 
stajfttial as a dseam. Memory giiows dark^ Hope 
will Ji0t flhine. The past is not pheasant ; the present 
is wearisome ; and the fatare glooniy. 

TMe Ward of Dismeeiy.-^Ia. die third Ward no 
dec^tion remains. The floors iire badre ; the naked 
Walls drip filtfi; the air is poisonous with sickly 
fumes, and edftoes with mirth concealing hideous 
misery. Neod supposes that he has been happy. 
Th^ past sdems.like the dream of the miser, who 
gfeitbers gold spoiled like Irain upoii thie road, and 
Wsdcea, clijitehing his bed, and crjring ^^ where is it?'' 
On your tight hand, as yoii amter, close by the ioot^ 
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is a group of fierce felons in deep drink with dmf* 
ged liquor. With red and swoln faces, or white 
and thin ; or scarred with ghastly corruption ; with 
scowling brows, baleful eyes^ bloated lips and de* 
moniac grins; — ^in person all uncleanly, in morals 
all debauched, in peace, bankrupt — ^the desperate 
wretches wrangle one with the other, swearing \nU 
ter oaths, and heaping reproaches '^ach upon eachi 
Around the room you see miserable creatures unap* 
pareled, or dtessed in rags, sobbing and moaning. 
That one who gazes out at the witidow, calling fo^ 
her mother and weeping, was tight tenderly and 
purely bred. She has been baptised twicej-^^-once to 
God, and once to thd Devil. She sought this place 
ill the Tery vestments of God's boase. '^Gall not 
on thy mother! she is a saiiat in Heaven, and ca&« 
not hear thee ! " Tet, all night long she dreams of 
home, and childhood, and wakes to sigh and weep; 
and betwe^ her sobfi^ she cries '^mother! moth^ !" 
Tond^ is a ^outfa, once a servant at God's altar. 
His hair hangs tangled and torn ; his eyes are blood- 
shot ; his face is livid ; his fist is eiehched. All the 
day, he wanders up and (k)wn, cursing sometimes 
himself, and sometimes tfie wretch that brought him 
hither; and when he bleeps, he dreams of Hell; 
and then he wakes to fed all he dreamed. Thiisi is 
the Ward pf reality. All know why the first rooms 
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looJc^d 80 gay-— they were enchanted t It was en^ 
ehanted wine they drank ; and enchanted fruit they 
«te : now tiiey know the pain of fatal food in erery 
Hmb! • 

Ward of DiHOMc—Ye that look wistfully at the 
pleasant front of this terrific house, come with me 
now, and look long into the tentnr of this Ward ; for 
here are the seeds of sin in their full harrest form! 
We are in a lazar-room; its air oppresses every 
sralse; its sights confoand our thoughts; its sounds 
pierce our ear; its stench repels us; it is full of diflh 
eluMs. Here a shuddering wretch is clawing at Ins 
breast, to tear away that worm which gnaws his 
heart. By him is another, whose limbs are drop- 
ping from his ghastly trunk. Next, swelters another 
in reeking filth; his eyes rolling in bony sockets, 
every breath a pang, and every pang a groan. But 
yonder, on a pile of rags, lies one whose yells of 
frantic agony appall every ear. Clutching his rags 
with spasmodic grasp, his swotn tongue lolling from 
a blackened mouth, his bloodshot eyes glaring and 
rolling, he shrieks oaths; now blaspheming God, 
and now imploring him. He hoots and shouts, and 
shakes his grisly head from side to side, cursing or 
praying; now calling death, and then, as if driving 
away fiends, yelling, avatmt! avaunt! 

Another has been ridden by pain, until he can no 
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"gmm the ptUot-HlioMtfi ibme «« m U^fd^ dpeieln 
^S8ue out — ^trembling all the time with the 8hud4#l1l 
wtA chiQs of nit^r egpof. The ii«|f{Kiest ii^pelflb in 
eU. thi$ W9j4, is jm Idi€fi^r^re{mcel» diel^rtedy^o^f^ 
^wiepiiig; aU day be. i9»0i bi9 bMd, eod olMitlei^ 
ud lavi^yjind hiie«bi9iii^; ibea be ^itt^ «it fei 
be«m noiiifiis^, irilb open jfiw^ iftid ifae^f e]re 
ixed-et^Taomey^ la lbi» liFitfd «re teiddle4 aU the 
dftwa^es <4 PLfAi^TBB* Th^ is ihi^ toi;Uir«H»oia[|><if« 
Die strapge voiofiaf^ Hense, eJHid it e^eeb l|ie Inquin 
fitioa.. Tfae.wbeeI,.^rao](; tbebedofM^^ 4lf 
Epasling jfifBy the buMen j^wt^ alpwijr hmtedi |bci 
sU'mwdwfiWi ^ador ibe q«(ils»,^'bat pii^jseisr^wbaA 
a«e jthe^e t» the agpiBes foC die l^at dayi^fof Ucestipua 
|ri$e ? UuBdireds of ret^g wfetobes wg^ld ^ dwai^ 
their epoch ^ loiVKieat ia Ihe strange woman's 
Katjisey fer l^e.gioomiest terror of the (oquieitioi^y 
fuid i^ofit bjr the chapge. NcOm^ herself heeoiaei 
fbe toiTQantor* Natufre, loog tiiesps^ssied.iui and 
^ftNiaedj al; Ipogtfa casts dow^ jthe wi«lQh ^ Iseerohes 
eviery veie^ fiM^kes a road pf every nerve fer Iha 
seorebiiig tmt p£ pi^n to tra^vel on, pnlls jSt eir«r|R 
smsele^ breaks mi the breast, buiUe fit ea in the hEaiai» 
eats out the skin, naoA oaets living coals of termant 
en the hciaiit Whstt adrabol pineers to the enssen- 
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onled claws of diseaie? What is it to be put into A * 
]Mt of snakes and slimy toads, and feel their cold 
eoit or piercing faiig, to the creeping of a whole 
body of vipers?— wh ere every nerre is a v*pi»r^ »nA 
every, vein a viper, and every muscle a serpent: and 
the w hole body, in all its ^artsjsojls and twist s upon, 
itself m u nima j^inable anguish 1 I tell yon, there 
IS no Inquisition so bad as that which the Doctor 
looks upon ! Young man ? I can show yon in this 
Ward worse pangs than ever a sayage produced at 
the stake! — ^than ever a tjnrant wrung out by en- 
gines of torment ! — than ever an inquisitor devised f 
Every year, in every town, die wretches scalded 
and scorched with agony. Were the sum of all the 
pain that comes with the last stages of vice collected, 
it would rend the very hefavens with its oirtcry; 
would shake the earth; would even blanch the 
cheek of Infatuation I Ye that are listening in the 
garden of this strange woman, among her cheating 
flowers; ye that are dancing in her halls in the first 
Ward, come hither; look upon her fotirth Ward — 
its vomited blood, its sores and fiery blotches, it9 
prurient sweat, its dissolving ichor, and rotten' 
bones! Stop, young man! You turn your head 
from this ghastly room ; and yet, stop ! — and stop 
soon, orthpn AbH lie here ! mark the solemn signahr 
of thy passage f Thou hast had already enough^ 
18 
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of wanungs in thy eheek, ki thy boaon, in fiif 
yMg« of premonition I ' 

But ah ! every CHie of yo9i irbo are dancing irith 
the covered paces of death, in the strange womao'^ 
first hall, let me break your spell; for now I shall 
open the doors of the last Ward. Look ! — List^i ! — 
Witoess your own end, unless you take quickly a 
warning ! 

Ward of Z>sa/A.-*-No longer does the incarnate 
wretch pretend to conceal her cruelty* She thrusts 
— aye! as if they were dirt-^-ehe shovds out the 
wretches. Some fall headlong throngh the rotten 
floor, — a kmg fall to a fiery bottom^ The floor trem* 
bles to deep thunders which roll below. Here and 
there, jets of flame sprout up, and give a lurid light 
to the murky hall Some would fain escape ; and 
flying across the treacherous floor, which man never 
safely passed, they go^ through pitfalls and treacher- 
ous traps, with hideous outcries and astounding 
yells, to perdition} Fiends laugh! The infer- 
nal laugh, the cry of agony, the thunder of dam« 
nation, idiake the very roof and echo from wall to 
wall 

Oh ! that the young might see the end of vke 
Ustwe they see the begmning! I know that you 
shrink from this picture; but your safety requires 
that you AouM look long in^ the Ward of Death, 
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ibat fear may supply strength to yotir tiirtue. Sed 
tiie blood oozing from the wall, the fiery bandtt 
which pluok the wretches down, the hght of hell 
gleaming through, and hear its roar as of a distitat 
ocean chafed with storms Will you sj^inkle the 
wall with your blood? — will yon feed those flames 
with your flesh 1 — ^will you add your voice to those 
thundering wails ?--^will yon go down a prey 
through the fiery floor of the chamber of death 1 
Believe then the word of God : Her house is the way 
to iettj going doum to ths chambers of deaih^ . . 
avoid ii, pass not by it, turn from iT, andpass atMyt 

I have described the strange woman's House in 
strong language, and it needed it. If your taste 
shrinks from the description, so does mine. Hell, 
tod all the ways of hell, when we pierce the cheat* 
mg disguises and see the truth, axe terrible and try- 
ing to behold ; and if men would noi walk there, 
neither would we pursue their steps, to sound the 
alarm, and gather back whom we can. 

Allow me to close by directing your attention to a 
few points of especial danger. 

L I solemnly warn you against indulging a nu>r^ 
bid imagination. In that busy and mischievous 
faculty b^ins the evil. Were it not for his airy 
Imaginations, man mi^t stand his own master-^^not 
overmatched by the worst jMirt of himself But ah t 
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these summer-reyeries, these yentuiesoaie dieanus; 
these fairy castles, builded for no good purposes,— 
they are haunted by impure spirits, who will. fasci- 
nate^ bewitch, and corrupt you. Blessed are the 
pure in hearL Blessed art thou, most favored of 
God, whose thouohts' or^ chasiened; whose imag- 
ination will not breathe or fly in tainted air ; and 
whose path hath been measured by the golden reed 
of Punty. 

May I not paint PuBrrr, as a saintly rirgin, in 
spotless white, walkmg Vrith open face, in an air so 
clear that no rapor can stain it? 

" Upon her lightning-brow love proudly sitting. 
Flames out in power, shines out in majesty/' 

Her steps are a queen's steps ; God is her father, and 
thou her broths, if thou wilt make her thine ! Let 
thy heart be her dwelling ; wear upon thy hand her 
ring, and on thy breast her talisman. 

II. Next to evil imaginations, I warn the yoimg 
q£ evil companions. Decaying fruit corrupts the 
neighboring fruit. You cannot make your head a 
metropolis of base stories, the ear and tongue a 
highway of immodest words, and yet be pure. 
Another, as well as yourself, may throw a spark on 
the magazine of your passicms — ^beware how your 
companions do it 1 No man is your friend who will 
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eoamxpt you. An impure nmn is every good man's 
eDem|r*^]ronr deadly foe ; «Dd all the wcmie^ if he 
hide his poisoBed dagger under the cloak of good 
fdloiffihip. Therefore, select yonr associates, assort 
tfaem^ winnow thern^ ke^ the grain, and let the wind 
sweep away the chaff. 

IIL But I warn you, with yet more solenm em- 
phasis^ against Evn. books and bvu. psctubis. TbeM 
is in every town an nnder-current which glides be* 
neath our feet unsuspected by the pore; out of 
wfaiefa, notwithstanding, oar sons scoop many a 
goblet. Books ate hidden in trunks, ooncealed in 
dark holes; pietiures are stored in sly portfolios, or 
trafficked firom hand to hand; and the handiwork 
of depraved art is seen in other forms which ought 
SO make a harlot blush. 

I diould diink a man would loathe himself^ and 
wake up from owmng such things as from a horrible 
nightmare. Those who circulate them are incen- 
diaries of morality ; those who make them, equal 
the worst public criminala A pure heart would 
shrink from these abominable things as from death* 
France, where relsgiDn long ago went out smothered 
in licentiousness, has flooded the world with a sp^ 
cies of literature redolent of depravity. Upon the 
plea of exhibiting nature and man, novels are now 
scooped out of the very lava of corrupt pasaionsu 
18* 
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They are trae to nature, bat to nature as it exists 
in knaves and courtesans. Under a plea of human- 
ity, we have shown up to us, troops of harlots, to 
prove that they are not so bad as purists think; 
gangs of desperadoes, to show that there is nothing 
in crime inconsistent with the noblest feelings. We 
have in Ffench and English novels of the infernal 
school, humane murderers, lascivious saints, holy 
infidels, honest robbers. These artists never seem 
lost, except when straining after a conception of re 
ligioQ. Their devotion is such as might be expected 
from thieves, in Hie purlieus of thrice-deformed 
vice. Exhausted libertines are our professors of 
morality. They sorape the very sediment and muck 
of society to mould their creatures ; and dieir vcd- 
umes are monster-galleries, in which the inhabitants 
of old Sodom would have felt at home as connois- 
seurs and critics. Over loathsome women, and 
unutterably vile men, huddled together in motley 
groups, and over all their monstrous deeds, their 
Ues, their plots, their crimes, their dreadful pleasures, 
their glorying conversation, is thrown the check- 
ered li^t of a hot imagination, until they glow with 
an infernal lustre. Novels of the French school, 
and of EInglish imitators, are the common-sewers 
of society, into which drain the concentrated filCh 
of the worst passions, of the worst creatures, of the 
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woiei cities. Sach novels come io us impudently 
p»tending to be lefonners of morals and liberalizers 
of religion ; they propose to instruct our laws, and 
teach a discreet humanity to justice! The Ten 
Plagues have visited our literature; water is turned 
to blood; frogs and lice creep and hop over our 
most familiar things, — ^the couch, the cradle, and 
the bread-trough; locusts, murrain, and fire, are 
smiting every green thing. I am ashamed and out- 
raged when I think that wretches could be found to 
open these foreign seals, and let out their plagues 
upon U0 — ^ttiat any Satanic Pilgrim should voyage 
to France to dip from the dead sea of her abomin- 
ation, a baptism for our sons. It were a mercy to 
this, to import sisrpents from Africa and pour them 
out on our prairies ; Uons from Asia, and free them 
in our forests ; lizards and scorpions and black taran- 
tulas, from the Indies, and put them in our gardens. 
Men could slay these, but those offspring-reptiles 
of the French mind, who can kill these? Tou 
might as well draw sword on a plague, or charge 
a malaria with the bayonet This black-lettered 
literature circulates in this town, floats in our stores, 
nestles in the shops, is fingered and read nightly, 
and hatches in the young mind broods of salacious 
thoughts. While the parent strives to infuse Chris- 
tian purity into his child's heart, he is anticipated 
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Vyaaotiaeeiined aMstngenof evil; andtbekaavt 
Insaes alseadf like a sett of y^mig and niuiM^ 
▼ipeuL 

IT. Once moce, let me penuode yon thai no ex-* 
tiii{de8 in high places, can justify imitatum in low 
places. Your pozitj n too precious to be bartered^ 
because an official kaaTe tempts by his example. I 
\rould that every eauneat jdace of state were a 
sphere of liglit, from whidi shovdd be flmig down 
on your path a cheering glow to guide you on to 
virtoe. Bat if Aese wandering stars, resrarved I do 
belierre fcr final blackness of daricness, wheel tfaw 
HHilign spheres in the orbits of comxption, — go not 
aliter them* God is greater than widced great mot; 
heacren ia hig^r dian the highest jdaces of nations; 
and if God and heaven are not brighter to your eyea 
Aaa great men in high places, then you must take 
part ia their doom, when, ere long, God shall daah 
tibem to pieces ! 

Y. Let me beseech you, laatly, to guard youa 
heart-purity. Never lose it; if it be gone, you have 
k>st from the ca3kot the meet precious gift of God* 
The first purity of imagination, of thought, and of 
feeling, if soiled, can be cleansed by no full^'s soap ; 
if lost, cannot be found, though sought carefully 
with tears. If a harp be br<^en, art may repair it ; 
if a lig^t be quenched, the flame may enkindle it; 
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but if a flower be crushed, what art can repair it? — > 
if an odor be wafted away, who can eoUect or bring 
it back? 

The heart of youth is a wide prairie. Over it 
hang the clouds of heaven to water it, the sun 
throws its broad sheets of light upon it, to wake its 
life ; out of its bosom spring, the long season through, 
flowers of a hundred names and hues, twining 
together their lovely forms, wafting to each other 
a grateful odor, and nodding each to each in the 
summer-breeze. Oh! such would man be, did he 
hold that purity of heart which God gave him! 
But you have a depraved heart. It is a vast conti- 
nent; on it .are mountain-ranges of powers, and 
dark deep streams, and pools, and morasses. If once 
the full and terr&le clouds of temptation do settle 
thick and fixedly upon you; and begin to cast down 
their dreadful stores, may God save whom man can 
never ! Then the heart shall feel tides and streams 
of irresistible power, mocking its control, and hurry- 
ing fiercely down from steep to steep, with growing 
desolation. Your only resource is to avoid the 
uprising of your giant-pafisions. 

We are drawing near to a festival day,* by the 
usage of ages, consecrated to celebrate the birth of 
Christ. At his advent, God hung out a prophet-star 

#Tbii Lecture was deliTered upon Christmas^Te, 
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in the heavea ; guided b^ it, the vise men journeyed 
firom the east and worshipped at his feet Oh ! let 
the star of Purity hang out to thine eye, brighter 
tiban the orieni orb to the Magi ; let it lead thee, not 
to the Babe, but to His feet who now stands ixk 
Heaven, a Prince and Sarionr ! If then hast sin«« 
ned, one look, one touch, shall cleanse thee whilst 
thou art worshipping, and thou sfaait rise up healedL 

NoTC. — Tile ezeepttons taken to the current reformation-noTels of God- 
viiift Bolwer, Dickens, (perhaps,) Eucene Sue, and a hoet of others^ 
require a word of explanation. 1. We do not object to any reasonalile 
efiort at reformation, moial, social* eiril, or ecoaomicai—muai is needed. 
So for, the design or this sdiool or romnncers is jnraise worthy. 2. But 
ve doubt tiie propnet; of employing fictions as an instrument ; espeeiallf 
flctloos wrongbi to produce a stage-efieet, a violent xM\\, nther than m 
eonyictioo. These works affisct the Jeelinjn more than the qpinwna. ?« 
Nino tenths of novel-leaders are the young,The unreflecting, or those whoso 
hearts have been macadamised by the incessant tramping often times tea 
tliMMand heroes and herotnes) marehing across their ^eHngs. Efibrts a* 
leibrmaUon should be directed to other readers than these. 4. But tho 
«oml is ijret to be told. UMer the prstenee of soeki relbt|nations, tti# 
most flagitious rioes are inculcated. There can be no doubt of it. Aa 
aaaljnis or, the best eharaelers would gi^ pride, lawlessness^ passion^ 
leTenge, lusts, hypocrisies ; in short, a catalogue of yices^ Eugene Sue 
flwks to raike tbe s^Krolibes, to show the mtneus paftialttY of lav, the 
hideous eyils of prisons, &«., &c. The design appears well. What pajrt of 
thiB dcsin am the eonMaat and delihetate Ue$ of Rodolphe, the ktmt 
This wandering prince coolly justifies himself in putting out a man's eyes, 
bcoawe the lav woifld skiy him if delivered ap!«--|«rop|des meanp^ikc! 
deoojring convicts from prison !— sets on foot atrocious deceptions, to crush 
deeeptions f This iothf bestehnmeter in thefor*foiBed BIysteriesof Pari^.: 
Unquestionably the purest woman is Goualeuse, redeemed from prostitu- 
tion 1 Madame Loceaaiy lives m tmbtushtng aclultery with Skint Eemy, 
who proTes to be a forger ! We are edified by a scene of noble inaigna- 
tion and virtue, in whioh this woman, who has violated the most ssmA 
instincts, and all the sanctities of the fomily, teaches Remv his d^jada- 
tion ibr yiolating civil laws I Admiiable reibrm ! An unolvshiag adul- 
teress preaches so well to.her paramour forger! The diabolical voluptu- 
Qttsnese of Ceeily^the assigQatians of the ^^tire Madame D^HarriUe— the 
astonishing reformations produced in a single hour, in which harlots turn 
vnstalf, mnrderers philaatbropistSi pooclinn and marauders more honea^ 
than honest men — ^tnese are but specimens of the instruments bv which this 
new and pt^ular reform is changing ow mondi^.and Chriitianiaingiiai 
What then shall he said of the works of 0€ot^ Sands, Mtisson, Domas. 
M. de Balsac and others like them, by whose side Eugene Sue is an angel 
of purity ? A bookseller in a large city on the Ohio river^oo being asked, 
of what work he sold the most, replied—" of Paul de iCofiK:/ "— the lit* 
crary prince of nastinesa. 
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lUJMbB, O ^mtaH Hian, in thy ^tb, mi IH thf heut dwer tk^ intte 
days of thy youth, and walk in the ways of thine heart, and in the sight 
•f timie ey«8 1 but know thoo, tbaiibriffl thes* tfti^^ CM will brinf 
thee into jndgmenL Bod. si. 9. 

1 ABC to ventolre the deKeate task of reprehensioii, 
always iinwelcoiue, but peculiarly offensive upott 
topics of public popular amusement I am anxious, 
io the beginning, to put myself right with the young. 
If I satisfy mysdf, Christian men, and the sober eom^ 
mnaity, and do not satisfy tAemy my success will b# 
Kke a physician's, whose prescriptions please bim« 
self, and the relations, and do good to eyerybody 
except the paiieni, — ^he dies. 

Allow me, first of all, to satisfy you that I am not 
meddling with matters which do not concern me. 
This is the impression which the patrons and part-* 
ners of criminal amusements study to make upon 
your minds. They represent our duty to be m Ae 
dktereh, — taking care of doctrines, and of our own 
members. When more than this is attempted; when 
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^we speak a word for you who are not chuich-meio- 
bers, we are met with the surly answer, '< Why do 
you meddle with things which don't concern you ? 
If you do not enjoy these pleasures, why do you 
molest those who do? May not men do as they 
please in a free country, without being hung up in 
a gibbet of public remark 1" It is conveniently for- 
gotten, I suppose, that in a free country we have 
tiie same right to criticise pleasure, which others 
have to enjoy it Indeed, you and I both know, 
young gentlemen, that in coffee-house circles, and 
in convivial feasts nocturnal, the Church is regarded 
as little better than a spectacled old beldam, whose 
impertinent eyes are spying everybody's business 
but her own ; and who, too old or too homely 
to be tempted herself, with compulsory virtue, pouts 
at the joyous dalliances of the young and gay. 
Religion is called a nun, sable with gloomy vest- 
ments ; and the Church a cloister, where ignorance 
is deemed innocence, and which sends out querulous 
reprehensions of a world, which it knows nothing 
about, and has professedly abandoned. This is 
pretty; and is only defective, in not being true. The 
Church is not a cloister, nor her members recluseSi 
nor are our censures of vice intermeddling. Not to 
dwell in generalities, let us take a plain and common 
case: 
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• A alfdliitg oempanir oAbr to ftdoMte ova jroulh; 
Md to diow the conliininily the voftd of meraliiyv 
which, probably they have not seen themselres fog 
Hrenty years. We cannot, b^ laughing aft a gen- 
enosity ao mocb abore one's means: and when dwy 
proceed to hew and haek c«eh other with rusty iron^ 
to teaeb o«r b9y» falor; a^d drees up pvactieai 
mountebanks, to lec^eli theor^ieal tirtne; if wa 
laugh somewhat more, they turn upon us testily t 

mtTM, We ih mi interfere wih fmtt pr4mhmg, d» 
f/eu hi aktie m$r aeiimg. 

Bat^i^Uy-^may not reiigioue people amitee theaa^ 
selveft^ with very diyertiog men 3 I hope it ie Ml 
bigotry to htnre etyee a»d eaie: I hope it ie «ot 
iaoaiipiin» i^ the use of tbeee e^LoellMi Misea^ iv vk 
to jpdge.tbfit throwing one^s haeis higher than thdir 
head e«d9Q0tag, is not exaedy the wdy to teai^ 
▼iriue to our daughters; and that women, whose 
gmial wnrmiii of tAmperament has led tfiem into a 
generosity something too great, are not the persona 
to leach Yirtiie, at any rata Oh ! no*; we are letd^ 
Chf isUan<s must not know that all thb is very sin* 
gitlar. Chrislisdiis ought to think that men M^h» an 
kings and dvhea and philofiRsphers on the stage, mm 
▼irtuous meo, even if they gamble at night, and ava^ 
drunk aU day ; and if men ase so used to comedy, 
19 
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tliat thek life beeomes a perpetual fiuoe on moral&yi 
ve baTe no right to lau^ at this extra professional 
acting ! 

Are we meddlers, who only seek the good of our 
own families, and of oar own community where we 
live and expect to die? or ikejf, who wander np add 
down without ties of social connection, and without 
aim, except of money to be gathered off from men's 
Tices? 

I am anxious to put all religious men in their 
right position before you; and in this controversy 
between them and the gay world, to show you the 
ftets upon both sides. A floating population, in 
pairs or companies, without leave asked, blow the 
trampel for all our youth to flock to their banners! 
Are they related to them? — ^are they concerned in 
the welfare ^ our town?— ^o they live among ua? 
—do they bear any part of our burdens? — do they 
care for our substantial citizens? We grade our 
streets, build our schools, support all our municipal 
laws, and the young men are ours; our sons, out 
brothers, our wards, clerks, or apprentices; they 
are living in our houses^ our stores, our shops, and 
we Me their gn&rdians, and take care of them in 
health, and waudi tb6m in sickness; yet every vag« 
abond who floats in hither, swears and swaggers^ 
as if they were all hts : and whm they offer to cor* 
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rupt all thete youth, we pajring them round suma 
€^ moQef for it, and we get courage finally to aay 
that we had rather not; that industry and honesty 
are hotter than expert knavery — ^they turn upon us 
m great indignatioix with, Why don^t you mind ycwr 
own Inismeas — what are feu medHing with our affair^ 

I will suj^se a case. With much pains-takiagi 
I hare saved enough money to huy a little garden- 
spot I put all around it a good £^nce — I put the 
apade into it and mii^ow the- soil full deep ; I go to 
Ae nursery and pick out choice fruit ti^ees — ^I 9^14 
abioad and select the best seeds of the rarest veg9* 
tables; and so my garden thrives, I know every 
inch of it, £» I have watered eveiy inch with sweat 
One morning I am awakened by a mixed sound <tf 
Mwiag, digging, and delving; and looking out, I 
•ee a dozen men at work in my gard^ I run 
down and find one man sawing out a huge hole in 
Ihe. fence. ''My dear sir, what are you doing?" 
^^Oh, this high fence is very troublesome to cUmb 
over; I am fixing an easier way for folks to get in.'^ 
Another man has beaded down several choice trees, 
and is putting in new grafts. ''Sir, what are you 
changing the kind for?" '^ Oh, this kind don't suit 
me ; I like a new kind." One.man is digging up my 
beans, to plant cockles; another is rooting up my 
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Mrawberries, to pm in puTslef; and aiioAer is 
dettioying my currants, and gooaeberrits, and tBsp*^ 
Carries, to plant muataid and Jamestown weed. At 
last, I lose all patioice, and cry out, ^' Well, gende*- 
met^, tills will never do* I will never tolerate ibia 
abominable imposition; you are mining hiy gar* 
den." One of them says, ''You old hypocritiea) 
Ugot ! do mind your business, and let us enjoy our* 
selves. Take dure of your hbuse^ and do not pry 
into our pleasures." 

FeIlow*citizens ! I own that no man eouM ao 
Invade your garden; but men are allowed dius la 
invade our town, and destroy our children* You 
Vill let di^n evade your laws, to fleeee and demeir* 
aliae you ; and you sit down under their railing, aa 
Aoug^ you were the inmiders ! — just as if the man, 
Who drives a thief out of his bouse, ought lo ask the 
rascal's pardon for interfering with his little plans of 
pleasure and pmfit ! 

Every parent has a right^^^v^ry cittsen and 
every minister has the same right, to expose traps, 
which men have to set them ; the same right to pre* 
vent mischief, which men have to plot it; the same 
right to attack vice, -vrtiich vice has to attack viv^ 
Uie; a better right to save our sons and brothens^ 
and companions, than artful men have to destray 
tibem« 
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• The nece^ity of amtisem^nt, i8 admitted on all 
iMnds. There is an appetite of the eye, of the ear, 
and of erery aense, for which God has provided the 
material. Oaiety of every degree, this side of pue- 
rile levity, is wholesome to the body, to the mind, 
and to the morals. Nature is a vast repository of 
manly enjoyments. The magnitude of God's works 
is not less admiraUe than its exhilarating beauty. 
The mdest forms have something of beauty; the 
mggedest strength is graced with some charm ; the 
very pins, and rivets, and clasps of nature, are 
attractive by qualities of beauty move than is neces- 
Ary ion mere utility. The sun could go down 
without gorgeous clouds; evening could advance 
without its evanescent brilliance; trees might have 
4tMirished without symmetry ; flowecs have existed 
withoat odor, and fruit witbaut flavor. When I 
have journeyed through forests, where ten thousand 
shrubs and vines exist wkhout apparent use; 
through prairies, whose undulations exhibit sheets 
of flowers innumerable, and absolutely dazzling the 
eye with their prodigality of beauty — ^beauty, not a 
tithe of which is ever seen by man — I have said, it 
is plain that God is himself passionately f<»id of 
beauty, and the earth is his garden, as an acre is 
man's. God has made us like Himiself, to be pleased 
by die imivBxsal beauty of the world. He has made 
19* 
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l^rorision in nature, in aociety, and in the famHf , for 
amusement and esthilaialion enaa^ to fill the heart 
with the perpetual sunflhine of ddi^t 

Upon this broad earth, puifled with floireBS, 
scented xrith odors, t»rilliant in colors, yocal with 
echoing and re-eohoing melody, I take my stand 
against all demoralizing pleasure. Is it not Plough 
that our Father's house is so full of dear delights, 
that we must wander prodigal to the swine-hwrd for 
husks, and to the slough for drink 1 — ^wfaen the trees 
pf God's heritage bend oyer our head, and solicil 
our hand to pluck the g^en fmitagei^ must we still 
go in search o£ the apples of Sodon^— outside fairi 
and inside ashes? 

Hen shall crowd to the C&n>U8 to hear elewta^ 
and see rare feats of horsemandiip ; bat a Uxd may 
poise beneath the yery sun, or flying downward, 
swoop &om the high heaven ; then flit with graceful 
ease hither and thither, pouring liquid song as if it 
were a perennial fountain of sound-*-no man cares 
for that 

Upon the stage of life, the vastest tmgedies are 
performing in every act ; nations {ntohiag headlong 
to their final catastrophe ; ethers, taismg their y<mth- 
ful forms to begin the drama of their existence. 
The world of society is as full of exciting interest, 
aa nature is full of beauty. The great dramatie 
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Chtrnig of life is hustling alon9--the wise, tfie fool» 
(be down, the mi^eir, the bereaved, the btoken^ 
hearted. Life mingles befbte ns tttiiles and tears, 
sighs and Isuighter, joy and glooiA, as the spring 
mingles the wkiter-storm and summerHSttHshine. To 
this vast Theatre which GoA hath buildod, where 
stranger plays are seen than ever antiior writ, man 
sdd<Hn caies to com^. When Qod dramatiKes^ when 
nations aet, or aO the human kind c<sispire to educe 
the vast catastrophe, men sleep and snore, and let 
. tlie busy scene go on, milooked, imthooght upon ; 
and turn from all its varied magnific^ice to hunt 
out some candl^Iighted hole and gaze at drunken 
ranters, or cry at the piteous virtue of harlots in diff* 
tress. It is my object then, not to withdraw the 
young from jriieasiire, but from unworthy pleasures; 
not to lessen their enjoyments, but to increase then^ 
by rejecting the counterfeit and the vile. 

Of gamblmg, I have already sufficiently spoken. 
Of cock-fighting, bear-baiting, and pugiUstic con* 
tests, I need to speak but little. These are the des** 
perate excitements of debauched men; but no man 
becomes desperately criminal, until he has beea 
genteelly criminal. No one spreads his sail upon 
such waters, ai first; these brutal amusements are 
but the gulf into which flow all the streams of crim* 
inal pleasures ; and they who embaris: upon the rwer^ 
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are sailing toward the gulf. Wretches who haye. 
waded all the depths of iniquity, and burned every 
passion to the socket, find in rage and blows and 
blood, the only stimulus of which they are suscep^ 
tible. You are training yourselyes to be just such 
wretches, if you are exhausting your passions in 
illicit indulgences. 

As it is impossible to analyze, separately, each 
Yicious amusement pr<^feiied to the young, I am 
ecMnpelled to select two, each the representatiye of a 
clan. Thus, the reascmings applied to the amuse- ^ 
ment of Racing, apid3r, equally well to all violent 
amusements which congregate indolent and dissi- 
pated men, by ministering int^ise excitem^it. The 
reasonings applied to the Theatre, with some modi- 
fications, apply to the Circus, to promisQuous balls^ 
to night-revelling, bacchanalian feasts, and to other 
similar indulgences. 

Many, who are not in danger, may incline to turn 
firom these pages; they live in rural districts, in 
villages, or towns, and are out of the res^ch of 
jockeys, and actors, and gamblers. This is the very 
season why you should read. We are such a mi- 
gratory, restless people, that our home is usually 
everywhere but at home; and almost every young 
man makes annual, or biennial visits to famous 
cities; conveying produce to market, or purchasing 
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wares and gooda It is at such times that the youAg 
are in extr«:ne danger; for th^j are partienlarly 
anicioos, at sueh times^ to appear at their full age. 
A young man is ashamed, in a great hotel, to seem 
raw and not to know the mysteries <tf the bar and 
of the town. They put on a very remarkable air, 
which is meant for eate; they affect profusion of 
expense; they think it meet for a gentkman to 
know all that certain other city*gentlemen seem 
proud of knowing. As sober c^aens are not fomid 
lounging at Hotels; and the gentlemanly part of 
the travelling community are nsoally retiring, mod-* 
est, and unnotieeable,— the young are left to come in 
contact chiefly with a very iasb class of men who 
swarm about city-Restaurateurs and Hotdsr'^w<ria 
dsrks, crack sportsmen^ epicures^ and rich, green 
youth, seasoning. Hiese axe the most numerous 
class which engage the attention of the young. 
They bustle in the sitting room, or crowd the bar, 
assume the chief seats at the table, and play the petty 
lord in a manner so brilliant, as altoge&er to dazsdo 
our poor country boy,. who mourns at his deficient 
education, at the poverty of his rural oaths, and the 
meagerness of those illicit pleasures, which he for* 
merty mbbled at with mouselike stealth; and be 
sighs for these riper accomplishments. Besides, it 
is well known* that large oonmiercial establishments 
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have, residing at such hotels, well appointed clerka 
to draw customers to their counter. It is their buai*« 
ness to make your acquaintance, to fish out the 
probable condition of your funds, to sweeten your 
temper with delicate tit-Uts of pleasure; to take 
you to the Theatre, and a little further an, if need 
be ; to draw you in to a generous supper, and initiate 
you to the high life of men whose whole life is only 
the Yaried phases of lust, gastronomical or amorous. 

Besides these, th&te lurk in Such places lynx^yed 
procurers; men who have an interest in your appe< 
tttes; who look upon a young man, with mam 
money, just as a butoher looks upon a bulloek — a 
thing of so many pounds avoirdupois, of so mudi? 
bee^ so much tallow, and a hide. If you have ne^ 
thing, they will haye nothing to do with you ; if yoa 
have means, they undertake to. supply you with die 
disposition to use them. They know the mty, they^ 
know its haunts, they know its secret doors, its 
blind passages, its sp»y pleasures, its racy viees, 
clear down to the mud-slime of the very bottom. 

Meanwhile, the accustomed restraint of home cast 
off, the youth feels that he is unknown, and may 
do what he chooses, unexposed. There is, moreover, 
an intense curiosity to see many things of which* 
he has long ago heard and wmdered; and it ia 
the ymry art and edneation of vice, to make itself ^ 
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atiraetire. It comes with garlands of roses about 
its broW| with nectar in its goblet, and love upon its 
tongue. 

If you have, beforehand, no settled opinions as io 
whieit is right and what is wrong ; if yoUr judgment 
is now, for the first time, to be formed upon the 
prc^riety of youractions; if you are not controlled 
fay settled principles^ there is scarcely a ehanoe for 
your purity. 

' For this purpose, then, I desire to discuss these 
dungs, that you may settle your opinions and prin<- 
eiples before temptation assails you. As a ship te 
faniU upon tlw dry shore, which afterwards is to dare 
tlkO' storm and l»ave die sea, so would I build yoo 
staunch and strong, ere you be launched abroad 
vponlife. 

L iUoBfo. This amusemMt justifies its exist- 
ence by die plea of utiutt. We will examine it 
uppn its own ground. Who are the patrons of the 
Turfl-^farraersT — laborers?^— men who are practi- 
cally the most interested in the improvement of 
alook? The unerring instinct of self-interest would 
lead these men to patronize the Course, if its utility 
ipeie real. It is notorious that these are not the 
pations of radng. It is sustained by two classes oi 
men — gambling jockeys and jaded rich. men. In 
England, and in our own country, where the turf- 
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spofta aro ftea^ecl, Hb^j owb thtir e^dstenca entirely 
lo the extfaonlioary tMcitmmA which they «ffi>rd 
to dissipation, or to cloyed appetites. For thoM 
iodu$tml purposes for whkh lh« hone is chiefly 
ralnaUs, fiwr roadstem, hades, and oaft-h<me% vhai 
do the patnHM of th^ turf oaife 1 Thefar whole iib» 
lety )a eentrad upon wianiog onpe aad aKaliea; anA 
that is iocompsiffl^ljr the hesc blood whieh wffi rvm 
the longest space in the shortest time. The poiiita 
Yeqtftred fer iftia aro tei; and fitver wftt be, the poiats 
for sabfitaatial aerriee. Aad H is notorioiis, diat 
lactag in England deftefioraied nhe stoek in aiieh^ 
importaot wa p aets , thiat tiie laght-^aralry aqd dm- 
goon->aarvfoe soflered aeveroly, until dependenoe 
!lpeii'tuif aiaUes was ahandaned. Neir En^and, 
where racing is unknown, is to this day the plaoe 
wtoora the hoim exiala io^ha frn^t qimMtidS; alid 
|6r all ^conoQBrieal parpoaesi,. Tii^ia and Kmtnaky 
mwi yield ta New Bngland. Except fer the aoia 
purpose 0[ radogi an ea^^em horse biiaga a hig^r 
price than any other. 

The other class of patrona who snataiB a Comaa 
are mere gambting jockeys. As crows to a com* 
field, oa Tultures to their paey ; as flies to aominer- 
sweety 80 to the annual races, flow Iha whale tnhm 
of gaoaeaCera and pleasuie-Iovef a It is the Jeruaa^ 
lam of wicked men; and tiulhw the tttbea go v^ 
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like Israel of old, but for a iar different sacrifice. 
No form of social abomination is unknown or un- 
practised ; and if all the good that is claimed, and a 
hundred times more, were done to horses, it would 
be a dear bargain. To ruin men for the sake of im- 
proving horses; to sacrifice conscience and puritj 
for the sake of good bones and muscles in a beast ; 
this is paying a little too much for good brutes. In^ 
deed, the shameless immorality, the perpetual and 
growing dishonesty, the almost immeasurable secret 
¥il)any of gentlemen of. the tnrf, has alarmed and 
disgusted many stalwart racers, who, haying b9 
objeotioa to some evil, are appalled at the very 
ocean of dejHravity which rolls before them. 1 ex* 
tract the words of one of the leading sportsmen 
of England. '^ How many Jlne domains have been 
shared utmang these hosis of rapacious sharks, dur^ 
ing the bst two kmdred years ; and^ unless the sys-- 
tern be cdteredy how many more are doomed txk fatt 
into the same gvdft For, we lament to say, the evil 
has increased: all heretofore has been 'tarts anh 
CHSBSE-CAKEs' to the viUunous proceedings of the last 
twenty years on the English turf^^ 

I will drop this barbarous amusement, with a few^ 
questions. 

What have yon, young men, to do with the tur^ 
admitting it to be what it claims, a school for horses f 
20 
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leikriiiiig ) 

l6 it ^€tAmcvmi(^m yournelir^s to mch muim^ 
^usiextiiteHwiit ob that of raieiiigl * 

Is the ill voriaUe company of such {vlaeos <iif a kind 
which you ought to be Ibiind i& 't^wffl tacei mak« 
yott ^ore nuMtal/K-tnore industmius V->mofe cam^ 
ful ?--«ooBi}mieai 1-^titostwoithy t 

You who haw attended tfacm, what adviee would 
you give « young man, k younger btother (fet iA« 
slaucei who should eerieiBsIy ask if he had bett^ 
aUead? 

I digfess to tiSf one word to wuifteft. When a 
Cottise was opened at Ginetnuati^ tasliea woold "net 
attefid it : wheft ufte Was opened here^ ietdiei wemld 
not attend it; For very good iMson&^^^Aqf ^etif 
uuxEs* If it beMid that they attend the Raeesai 
the South wd in England, I le^y, that they da a 
great, maay othec things which you would not 
dMose to do* 

Roman ladies could see hundieda of g|ladiatonr stah 
and hack each other-*— eould you 9 Spanish ladiee 
can see savage bulUfight^^would yuut it is p»^ 
aibie ibr a modeat woman to cOunteoialice very ques- 
tionable practices, where the customs of society and 
tjhfi, universal f^hlic ofanioii approve them. But 
BO woman eaa eet herself against public opinioni 
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tat faT0r of an immoral &poi% without being faeraelf 
ivimoral; fof, if worse be wanting, it is immomliQr 
eaoa^ for a wmnan to put herself where her rcipur 
tatkm will lose its snspiciou&dess lustre. 

IL Thb TasATSE. Defl{>earate eflbrta are madi^ 
year by year, to resuscitate Una expirtng eriL Its 
elaims are put forth with vehemence. Let ua ea:aai# 
ine them. 

TheJbramamliivate»thetta9te. Ij&t the appeal be 
to facts. liBtt the rcU of EagUah lit^»tuxe be esr 
|tored-*«c)ur Poets, iUMBfiiii%e«^» HiatcHrlans, £)B&fayl$ts, 
Critical and Dirinea^aod iot what pait of their 
memorable writings are we indebted to the Dfiona? 
If we except caie period <^ our Iiten^ture> die claim 
le wholly groundless; aoid at this day, the imtb in 
so opposite t(^ the olaim> that extraTagaaoe, affa^ta^ 
tiao, a»d i^nt, are proverbially den<)mmat^ rAeo^- 
rieiaL If agriculture should attempt to eupeisc^ 
Ae admirable implements of husbandry, now io use^ 
by ibe primitive plough or sharpened sticks, it would 
lM>t be more absurd than to advocate that elumay 
machine of literature, the Theatre, by the side of 
the popular lecture, the pulpit, and the jNress. It is 
not congenial to our age or necessities. Its day is 
gone by*-^it is in its dotage, as might be suspected, 
from the weakness of the garrulous apologies whieh 
It puts forth. 
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It U a school of morals, — ^Yes, doubdessl So 
Ae guillotine is def(^ded on the plea of humanity. 
Inquisitors declare their racks and tcnrtiure-beds to be 
the instruments of love, affectionately admtHiishiog 
the fallen of the error of tfieir ways. The slare- 
trade has been defended on the plea of humanity, 
and slavery is now defended for its mercies. Were 
it necessary for any school or party, doubtless wc 
should hear arguments to prove the Devil's grace, 
and the utility of his agency among men. 

But, let me settle these impudent pretensions to 
Theatre-virtue, by the home thrust Ksi a few plain 
questions. 

Will any of you who have been to Theatres, 
please to tell me whether virtue ever received impor- 
tant accessions from die gaUery of Theatres? 

Will you tell me whether the Pit is a place where 
an ordinarily modest man would love to seat his 
children ? 

Was ever a Theatre known where a prayer at 
die opening, and a prayer at the close, would not be 
tormentingly discordant? 

How does it happen, that in a school for morals^ 
the teachers never learn theif own lessees? 

Would you allow a son or daughter to associate 
alone with actors or actresses ? 

Do these men who promote virtue so zeaknudLy 
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mfhen ne&ng^ take any part in pablic moral ootor- 
prises, when ttieif stage diessoa are off) 

Which would sturpriae you most, to 9ee aoloni 
steadily at Church, or to see Chriatiana ataadily at a 
Theatre'^ Would not both strike you as singuliMr 
incongruities 1 

What is the reason that loose and ahandoD^ad men 
abhor leligion in a Caiujwh» a^d love it so vam\i m a 
Theatre? 

Since the Theatre is the h^idmaid of virtue, why 
are drinking houses so necessary to its neighbor^ 
hood, yet so offimsive to Qbufcbes'^ The Imstees 
of the Tremont Theatre in Boston, publicly i»rotesl«i 
against an order of eounetl forbiddfhg liquor to be 
sold on the premises, on the ground that it was 
impossible to support the Theatre without it 

I am told that Christians <fo attend the Theatms. 
Th^i I will tell them ^e story of the Ancients. A 
holy monk reproached the devil for stealing a jroung 
man who was foimd at the Theatre. He promptly 
replied, <'I found him on my premises, and took 
him." 

But, it is said, if Christians would take TbMitm 
in hand, instead of abandoning them to loose man, 
they might bec<mie the handmaids of rdigion* 

The Church has had an intimate acquaintanee 
-mih the Theatre for eigi^een hundred years. Dn»- 
20* 
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ing that period, every available ag«it for the diffii- 
mm of morality has been eunestly tried. The 
Drama has been tried. The result is, that feuxuliar- 
ity has bred contempt and aUiorrence. If, after so 
long and thorough an acquaintance, the Church 
stands the mortal enemy of Theatres, the testinMmy 
is conclusive. It is the evidence of generations 
speaking by the most sob^, thinking, and hcmest 
men. Let not this vagabond prostitute pollute any 
longer the precincts of the Church, with impud^it 
proposals of alliance. When the Church needs an 
alliance it will not look for it in die kennel. Ah ! 
what a blissful scene would that be — ^the Church 
and Theatre imparadised in each other's ahDB! 
What a sweet conjunction would be made, could we 
build our Churches so as to preach in the mcmiing, 
and play in them by night 1 And how melting it 
would be, beyond the love of David and Jonathan, 
to see minister and actor in loving embrace; one 
8la3ring Satan by dire<it thrusts of plain preaching, 
and the other sucking his very life out by the en- 
chantment of the Drama ! To this millennial scene 
of Church and Theatre, I o^ly suggest a single 
improvement : that the vestry be enlarged to a ring 
for a Circus, when not wanted for prayer-meetings ; 
that the Sabbath-school ro<Hn should be furnished 
with card-tables, and useful texts of scripture might 
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be printed on the caids^ for the pious meditatknia o£ 
gamblers daring the intervals of play and wiuniiip* : 

But if these places are put dowuy men will go i0 
worse ones. Where will they find worse ones 1 Are 
tfiose who go to Ihe Theatre, the Circus, the Raoe^ 
course, the men who abstain from worse places') 
It is notorious ths^ the crowd of theatre-goers are 
▼omited n^ from these worse places. It is noto* 
fious that the Theatre is the ^P^rto all the sinks of 
iniquity. It is through this infamous place that the 
young learn to lore those vicious associates and 
practices to which,, else, they would have been 
strangers. Half the victims of the gallows and of 
the Penitentiary will tdl you, that tiiese scl^iols Ibr 
morals were to them the gate of debauchery, the 
porch of pcdlution, the vestibule or the very house 
(^ Death. 

The Drama m^ikes one acquainted with humoM 
tife, and with nature. It is too true. There is 
scarcely an evil incident to human life, which may 
not be fully learned at the Theatre. Here flourishes 
every variety of wit — ^ridicule of sacred things, 
burlesques of rdigion, and licentious doubk^enten^ 
dres. /Nowhere can so much of this lore be learned, 
in so dhoft a time, as at the Theatre. There oob 
learns how pleasant a thing is vice; amours are 
consecrated; license is prospered; and the yaung 
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oooM away aiive to the ^orioiifl liberty of oeaqwel 
and luet But the stage is not the only plaee about 
the Drama when human natuie is learned. In the 
Boxes die young may make the acquainlaiiee ai 
those nrho aUtor home and domestic quiet; of tboee 
who glory in profusion and obtrasiTe display; cf 
diose who expend all, and mote than th«r eaminga^ 
vpoa gay clodies end jewelry; of those who thudt 
it no harm to barrow tbmr vwm^ wUh&ui kaoe from 
their employer's till; of those who deG|>i8e Tuigar 
appetite^ but affect pcdisbed and genteel lie«alieiit- 
■EBSS. Or, he may go to the Pi^ and leesn ^ 
whole round of Yillain-4ife, from nuurt)ffls in the foi 
He may sk down among tlneves, hloQd4QTiiig 
aeoundieis, swindlers, broken-down men of piear 
'sur^^the coarse, the Tulgar, the debaii<Aed| i\» 
inhuman, the infernal Or, if stiU more of hnms* 
natutt is widbed, he can learn yet more; fer the 
Theatre epitomizes every degree of conruption. Let 
the virtuous young scholar go to the Oallery, and 
learn there, decency, modesty, and refinement, among 
the ^armliing, dmnkea, ogling, mincing, brutttl 
wom^ of die brothel J Ah ! there is no pboe like 
the Theatre for learning kuman nature/ A young 
man ean gather up loore experimental knowledge 
here in a week, than elsewhere in half a year. But 
[ wonder thai the Drama i^ould ever confess the 
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ftel; and yel mare, that it aboidd lostily plead in 
aelMefence, that Theatres teach men so mudi of 
huma»i nature! Here are Imlliant bars, to teach 
the young to drink ; here are gay companions, to 
undo in half an hour the scruples fimned by an 
education of years; here are pimps of pleasure, to 
ddude the brain with bewUdering sophisms of 
license ; here is pleasure, all flushed in its gayest^ 
bddest, most fascinating forms; and few there be 
.who can resist its wiles, and fewer yet who can 
yidd to them and escape ruin. If you would per* 
▼ert the taste — ^go to the Theatre. If you would 
imbibe fidse views— go to the Theatre. If you 
would effitce as qpeedily as possible aU quahns id 
conscience — go to the Theatre. If you would put 
yourself irreccmcilably against the spirit of yirtm 
and religion — ^ga to the Theatre. If you would be 
infected with each particular vice in the catal<^;ue 
oi Depravity — go to the Theatra Let parents, who 
wish to make their children weary of home and 
quiet domestic enjoyments, take them to the Theatre. 
If it be desiraUe for the young to loathe industry 
and didactic reading, and bum for fierce excitements, 
and seek them by stealth or through pilferings, if 
need be— then send them to the Theatre. It is noto- 
rious that the bill of fare at these temples of pleasure 
is made up to the taste of the lower appetites ; that 
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low wmeijff itid lower &ioev runmng k|to ahBohrtt 
ebsoeoily, are the only mesas of fiUmg a boun^ 
Thaatras n^ch •faofiild eKhibh noAmg but the 
dajno Dvama, would exhibit it to empty eeata 
They nuttt be cermpt, to Uve ; I and thoie who attend 
Aem will be ooffapted 

Let Ddflt turn your attention to leveral imummm 
wfavdi ahoukl inoUne evexy yoang man to forswear 
floch erinunal anmaBOiMits. 

I. The first maon is, Arir wasie^ of Unui I do 
not mean that diey waate eiily the time eonsmnei 
whiia yim are within them ; but they make yea 
wa^te your time afterwaids^ You will gaenee^ and 
widi t» go again; you will go twioe^ and seek it a 
third time; you will go a third thne^-^-a fimith; and 
whenever the bill flamea^ you will be aeiied wiA a 
aeBtteaneaa and crainng to go, until the afyelita 
wiU become a jraatian. You will then waate your 
nighta: yoqr momiagi being heary, mefamehdy, 
and atnpid, you will waate them. Your day will 
aaxt be confused and eiowded : your duties poorty 
executed or deferred ; habits of anant shifUessness 
will ensue ; and day by day, industry will grow 
tiresome^ and leisure sweeter, until you are a wasteip 
of time-r^an idk man ; and if not a regue, you witt 
be a feortunate exoepdon. 

H* You ought not to countenance tb«ie tixinga^ 
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ih^wiUi9a$ii joUr fhimey. Yoitmg gentle^ 
mm J 9fmmiming is bs riumeful as hoarding. A 
fiiol i»ii thiiow «wiiy, flood a Ibol can lock up; but it 
ia a wnia Hian, trtw, aeidier pamBooniocos not pro^ 
ftwB^ atoifera &e middla coarse Of gen^oas ecDiiomif 
and fn^ liberality. A youn^; man, at fitat, tbibka 
tbat «U he spends at such places, si llie ticket^priee 
q£ Ae TiMUte, or die small bet tm Hi^ raoes^ and 
tUs be knovs is not mush* But Ihia is certaibly hot 
llie wh<de Ull^nor hal£ 

Fimty you pay your entraxiGe. Bat theie am a 
HMMBsand petty lusxifies which cm» mod not »eglee^ 
cr ouatMn wiH caJl Mm niggaid. YtMi must b«y 
your cigoia, and your fiiend's. Y«u must buy your 
jolepft, and treat in yew tttm. You must booasiou^ 
atlywait M your iady, aud idie mu6t be c«iin£>rtetil 
intilii i^twm coiifeetio&s. You «a»uiot go to such 
places in homely working dress ; * ciffW and to(S^^ 
ohMlies must he bought. All your «ompani<ms have 
jewelry, — ^you will want a ring, or a seat, •or ^ goldctt 
tuateh) or an ebony es^e, a siivifer «t>othpi^, or qiiiz- 
aifig ^laat. ' Itius, itiem presses upon item, and in 
tile year it long bill tuns up of money spmtfor tUik 

Buttf all Ihis money ooiM buy ytm ^K ftom %h# 
yeft worse effects, the bargain w^ooM not be isb dear. 
Mft C4mipai>e, if yoa ^toase, this mode of 'estpeMti- 
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tnte with the prineipk of yoar ordinary expMio* 
In all ordinary and busineea-transactions you get an 
equivaleni for your money,-^-either food for siqyport, 
or clothes for c(»nfort, or permanent property. But 
when a young man has spent one or two hundred 
dollars for the Theatre, Circus, Races, Balls, and 
reveUing, what has he to show for it at the end of 
the year ? Nothing at all good, and much that is 
bad. Tou sink your money as really as if yoa 
threw it into the sea ; and you do it in sudi a way 
Aat you form habits of careless expense. You lose 
all sense of the value of praperHf ; and when a m»A 
sees no value in property, he will see no necessity 
for labor; and when he is lazy, and careless of i>rop- 
erty, both, he will be dishonest. Thus, a haUt 
which seems innocent — the habit of trifling with 
property — often degenerates to w(»rtfalesaness, indo^ 
l^ice, and roguery. 

III. Such pleasures are incompatiUe with your 
ordinary pursuits* 

The very way to rum an honest business is to be 
ashamed of it, or to put alongside of it something 
which a man loves better. There can be no indus- 
trial calling so exciting as the Theatre, the Circus, 
and the Races. If you wish to make your real 
business very stupid and hateful, visit such places. 
AAer the glare of the Theatre has dazzled yomr 
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ejres, yoar blacksmidi-shop will look smuttier ttian 
«ver it did before, j^fter you hare seen stalwart 
beioes poimding their antagonists, you will find it a 
dull busmess to pound ircm ; and a vaHant appr^i- 
lice vho has seen such gracious glances of love and 
such rapturous kissing of hands, will hate to dirty 
his her(»c fingers with mortar, or by rolling fdt 
on the hatter's board. If a man had a homely, but 
most. useful wife— patient, kind, intelligent, hopefiil 
in sorrow, and cheerful in prosperity, but yet yer^^ 
plain, T«ry homely, — would he be wise to bring 
under his roof a fascinating and artful beauty? 
would the contrast, and her wiles, make him love 
bis own wife better? Young gentlemen, y out wives 
aie your industrial callings 1 These ratee*showe 
tie artfiol Jades, dressed up <m purpose to purfein 
ymur affections. Let no man be led to commit 
adultery wilb a Theatre, against the rights of hin 
own tradfi 

lY. Another reason why you should let aIoii« 
tfiese deceitful pleasures is, that they will engage 
you in bad company. To the Theatre, the Ball, 
the Circus, the Race-course, the gaming-table, rescHrt 
all the idle, the diasipaled, the rogues, ^tm licen^ 
tioHs, Ae epicures, the gluttxxis, the artful jade% 
the inmiodest prudes, the joyous, the worthless, th# 
leliise. When you go, you will not, at &rst, take 
21 
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introductioD to them all, but to those nearest lakB 
yoarself ; by them the way will be opened to otherft. 
And a very great evil has befiBiUen a young vama, 
when wicked men fisel that they have a right to 
his acquaintance. When I see a gamUer slapping 
a young mechanic on the back; or a lecherous 
scoundrri suffusing a young man's dieek by a story 
at which, despite his blushes, be yet laughs; I 
know the youth has been guilty of <»iminal indis- 
cretion, or these men could not approach him this. 
That is a braTC and strcmg heart that can stand up 
pure in a company of artful wretches. When 
wicked men mean to seduce a young man, so tre- 
m^idous are the odds in favor of practiced ezpe- 
rience against innocence, that there is not one chance 
in a thousand, if the young man lets them approttdh 
him. Let e¥«ry young man rranember that he car- 
ries, by nature^ a breast of passions /^isfsticA as bad 
men have. With youth they slumber; but tempta- 
tion can wake them, bad inen can influence them ; 
they know the- load, they know how to serenade 
the heart; how to raise the sash, and elope with 
each passion. There is but one resource for inno- 
cence among men or womoi; and that is, an em- 
bargo upcm all commerce of bad m«i. Bar the 
window !-*4Milt the door !— nor^answer their strain, 
if they charm never so wisely ! In no other way can 
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yoQ be safe. So well am I assured of the powei of 
bad men to seduce the erriag purity of man, that I 
pionounce it next to impossible for man or woman 
to escape, if they permit bad men to approach and 
dallf with them. Oh ! there is more than magic in 
temptation, when it beams down upon the heart of 
man, like tlie sun upon a morass! At the noon* 
tide^hour of purity, the mists shall rise and wreath 
a thousand fantastic forms of delusion ; and a sudden 
freak of passion, a single gleam of the imagination, 
one sadden rush of the capricious heart, and the 
resistance of years may be prostrated in a moment, 
the heart entered by the besieging enemy, its rooms 
sought out, and every lovely affection rudely seized 
by the invader's lust, and given to ravishment and 
to ruin! 

y. Putting together in one class, all gamblers, 
circus-riders, actors and racing jockeys, I pronounce 
them to be men who live off of society without 
returning any useful equivalent for their support 
At the most lenient sentence, they are a band of gay 
idlers. They do not throw one cent into the stock 
of public good. They do not make shoes, or hats, 
or houses, or harness, or anything else that is 
useful. A hostler is useful; he performs a neces- 
sary office. A scullion is useful; somebody must 
act his part. A streetp-sweeper, a chimney-sweep, the 



Digitized 



by Google 



844 MMTLAE AHUSBMSRim* 

flrilcr of old dotbes, a scavenger, a tinker, a i>oo^ 
black — all these men are respectable; for though 
their callings are very humble, tliey are fouoded on 
the real wants of society* The bread which such 
men eat, is the representation of what they have 
done for society ; not the bread of idleness, but of 
usefulness. But what do pleasures-mongers do for 
a living? — what do they invent? — what do they 
make? — what do they repair? — what do they fof 
the mind, for the body, for man, or child, or beast? 
The dog that gnaws a refuse bone, pays for it in 
barking at a tliief. The cat that purrs its gfatitode 
ht a morsel of meat, will clear our bouse <rf rals. 
But what do we get in return for supporting whole 
loads of play-mongers, and circus-clowns? 'Riey 
eat, they drink, they giggle, they grimace, they strut 
in gairisli clothes — and what else? They have not 
afforded even useful amusement; they axe profes^ 
sional laugh-makers ; their trade is comical or tragi* 
cal buffoonery — the trade of tickling men. We do 
not feel any need of them, before they come; and 
when they leave, th^ only effects resulting from 
their visits are, unruly boys, aping apprentices, and 
unsteady workmen* 

Now, upon principles of mere political economy, 
is it wise to support a growing class of improvident 
idlers? If at the top of society, the govemmeot 
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diould erect a class of favored citizens, and pamper 
their idleness with fat pensions, the indignation of 
the whole community would break out against such 
privileged aristocrats. But we have, at the bottom 
of society, a set of wandering, jesting, dancing, fid- 
dling aristocrats, whom we support for the sake of 
their capers, grins, and caricatures upon life, and 
no one seems to think this an evil. 

YI. But even this is cheap and wise, compared 
with the evil which I shall mention. If these mor- 
ality-teachets could guarantee us against all evil 
from their doings, we might pay their support and 
think it a cheap bargain. The direct and neces- 
sary effect of their pursuit, however, is to demoralize 
men. 

Those who defend Theatres would scorn to admit 
actors into their society. It is within the knowledge 
of all, that men, who thus cater for public plea- 
sure, are excluded from respectable society. The 
general fact is not altered by the exceptions — ^and 
honorable exceptions there are. But where there 
is one Siddons, and one Ellen Tree, and one Fanny 
Kemble, how many hundred actresses are there who 
dare not venture within modest society? Where 
there is one Garrick and Sheridan, how many thou- 
sand licentious wretches are there, whose acting is 
but a means of sensual indulgence? In the support 
21* 
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nf gamblers, eircua-riden, actors, and raetng-joefe- 
0]rS| a Christian and industrious people are guilty 
of supporting mere miachief-mak^rs'-Hinen ivfaose 
very heart is diseased, and whose sores exhale con- 
tagion to all around them. We pay moral assas* 
ains to stab the purity of our children. We warn 
our sons of temptation, and yet plant the seeds 
which shall bristle with aU the spikes and thorns of 
the worst temptation. If to this strong language, 
you answer, that these men are generous and jovial, 
that their very business is to pleeue, Aat they do 
not mean to do harm,-^! reply, that I do not charge 
them with trying to produce immorality, but with 
pursuing a course which produces it, whether Aey 
try or not. An evU example does harm by its own 
liberty, without asking leave. Moral disease, like 
the plague, is contagious, whether the patient wishes 
it or not. A vile man infects his children in spite 
of himself. Criminals make criminals, just as taint 
makes taint, disease makes disease, plagues make 
plagues. Those who run the gay round of plea- 
auie cannot help dazzling the young, confounding 
their habits, and perverting their morals — ^it is the 
wwf nature of their emplojrment 

These demoralising professions could not be sus* 
lained but by the patronage of moral men. Where 
da the clerks, the apprentices, the dissipated, get thai 
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BUMiejr vkiek Hiys an eatraacel From whom ur 
that money drained, always, in every land, which 
wmpportB rmi Unqaestletiably fimn the good, the 
kboriout, the caiefitl. The sldli, the cBterprise, the 
IftixNT, liie ^ood morals of every natirni^ are alwaya 
taxed for the expenses of viee. htUn are boUt out 
a[ honest naea^s eanangs. €burts are supported 
ftioni peaceful men's property. Paaitentiades are 
Imh by the toil of virtae. Orime never pays its 
own way. 7i^ has bd hands to woark, no h^d to 
calculate. Its whole ^onlty vi to oomipt and to 
waste; and good men, directly or indirectly, foot the 
bill. 

At this time, when we are waiting in vain for the 
return of that bread which we wastefully east upon 
the waters ; when, all over the sea, men are fishing 
up the wrecks of those argosies, and full freighted 
fortunes, which foundered in the sad storm of rec^it 
times, — some question might be asked about the 
economy of vice; the economy of paying for our 
sons' idleness-; the economy of maintaining a whole 
lazy profession of gamblers, racers, actresses, and 
actors, — ^human, equine and belluine: — whose er- 
rand is mischief, and luxury, and license, and gig- 
gling folly. It ought to be asked of men who 
groan at a tax to pay their honest foreign debts, 
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whether they can be taxed to pay the Utts of notm^ 
ldbanks?« 

It is astonudiing how little the influence of those 
professiooa has been considered, whidi exert them-* 
selves mainly to delight the sensual feelings of men. 
That whole race of men, whose camp is the Thea^ 
tre, the Circus, the Turf, or the Gaming-taUe, is a 
race whose instinct is destruction, who lire to car** 
rapt, and live off of the corruption which they make. 
For their support, we sacrifice annual hecatombs of 
youthful victims. Even sober Christian men, locdc 

* We cannot pay tot honest loarUf but we can pay EUssler hundreds of 
thoosands for being; an airy sylph I America can pay ▼anbond-fiddlera. 
strumpet-cancers, nishionable actors, dancing-horses, and bozin^-men ! 
Heayen forbid that these sbonld trant I^-but to pay honest dehtB,-^uMleed, 
indeed, we have honorable scruples of conscience about that! I 

I>)t our foreign creditors dismiss tlieir fears, and forgive is the eBftaWktr" 
cial debt ; write no more drowsy letters ahpuipublie faiths let them write 
spicy ooinedies, and send over nddiers, and dancers, and actors, and sing^ 
ers ; — they will soon collect the debt and keep us good-natured I Afler 
every extenuation^hard times, deficient currency, want of market. <Ul« 
there is a deeper reason than these at the bottom of our inert indebtedfness. 
Living among the body of the pec^le, and having nothing to lose or pain 
by my opinions, I must say plamly, that the community are not sensitive 
to the dismce of Hasrant public bankruptcy ; they do not seem to care 
whether their public debt be paid or not. I perceive no enthusiasm on that 
subject: it is not a topic for either party, nor of anxious private conversa- 
tion. A profound indebtedness, rumous to our credit and to our morals, 
is allowed to lie at the very bottom of the abyss of dishonest indifference. 

Men love to be taxed for their lusts ; there is an open exchequer for 
licentiousness, and for giddj pleasure. We row suddenly saving, 'when 
benevolence asks alms, or justice duns for debts ; we dole a pittance to 
suppliant creditors, to be nd of their clamor. But let the divine Ftonny, 
with evolutions extremely efficacious upon the feelings, fire the enthusiasm 
of a whole Theatre of men^ whose applauses rise— as she does ; let this 
couraeeous dancer, almost literally true to nature, display her adventuroos 
feats before a thousand men, ana the very miser will turn spendthrift ; 
the land which will not pay its honest creditors, will enrich a stroUinf 
danseuse, and rain down upon the stage a stream of golden boxes, or 
golden coin, wreaths and rosy billet-doux. 
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maiHagXy upon the gurish outaide of these tram^ 
bands of destruction ; and while we see the rsiafte 
to be, unifonnly, dissipation, . idleness, dishonesty, 
yioe and crime, still thef Inll us with the lying 
lyric of " classic dramgj^^ and '' Ataman /t/ie," ^' mmntf- 
i^," ^^poety^^' and ^^ divine eometfy.^* 

Disguise it as you will, these men of pleasure are, 
die world over, cotmuPTBas or youth. Upon no 
prinrtple of kindness can we tolerate them ; no ex- 
cuse is bold enough; we c«n take bail from none 
of their weaknesses — it is not safe to have thera 
abroad even upon excesnve bail. Tou might as 
wdi lake bail of lions, and allow scoorpioBS 1o breed 
in ofur streets for a suitable license) or for a taM 
indulge assassins. Men whose life is given to eril 
jdeasuies are, to ordmary crimittafai^ what a univevu 
sal pestilence is to a local disease. They fttl the air, 
pervade the community, apd bring around erery 
youth an atmosphere of deadi. Corrupters of youth 
have no mitigation of their baseness. Their gener* 
osity avails nodiing, their knowledge nothing, their 
varied accomplishments nothing. These are only 
so many facilities for greater evil. Is a serpent less 
deadly, because his bunusbed scales shine t Shall 
a dove praise and court the vulture, because he has 
such glossy plumage? The more accomplishments 
a bad man has, the more dangerous is he ; — they 
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are the garlands which cover up the knife with 
whidi he will stab. Tfaeie is no such thing as good 
corrupters. You might as well talk of a mild and 
pleasant murder, a very lenient assassination, a 
grateful stench, or a pious devil. We denounce 
them ; for it is our nature to loathe perfidious cor- 
ruption. We have no compunction to withhold 
us. We mourn over a torn and bleeding lamb ; but 
who mourns the wolf which rent it? We weep for 
despoiled innocence ; but who dk&is a tear for the 
savage fiend who plucks away the flower of virtue? 
We shudder and pray for the shrieking victim of 
the Inquisition; but who would spare the hoary 
Inquisitor, before whose shriveled form the piteous 
maid implores relief in vain ? Even thus^ we pal- 
liate the sins of generous youth ; and their down&U 
is our sorrow : but for their destroyers, for the com* 
KUPTEBS OF YOUTH, who practise the infernal chemis- 
try of ruin, and dissolve the young heart in vice — 
we have neither tears, nor pleas, nor patience. We 
lift our heart to Him who beareth the iron rod of 
vengeance, and pray for the appointed time of judg- 
ment. Ye miscreants ! think ye that ye are growing 
tall, and walking safely, because God bath forgot- 
ten? The bolt shall yet smite you! you shall be 
heard as the falling of an o^k in the silent forest — 
the vaster its growth, the more terrible its resound- 
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ing downfall ! Oh ! thou corrupter of youth ! I 
would not take thy death, for all the pleasure of 
thy guilty life, a thousand fold. Thou shalt draw 
near to the shadow of death. To the Christian, 
these shades are the golden haze which heaven's 
light makes, when it meets the earth and mingles 
with its shadows. But to thee, these shall be shad- 
ows full of phantom-shapes. Images of terror in the 
Future shall dimly rise and beckon; — ^the ghastly 
deeds of the Past shall stretch out their skinny 
hands to push thee forward! Thou shall not die' 
unattended. Despair shall mock thee. Agony shall 
tender to thy parched lips her fiery cup. Remorse 
shall feel for thy heart, and rend it open. Good 
men shall breathe freer at thy death, and utter 
thanksgiving when thou art gone. Men shall place 
thy grave-stone as a monument and testimony that 
a plague is stayed ; no tear shall wet it, no mourner 
linger there ! And, as borne on the blast thy guilty 
spirit whistles toward the gate of hell, the hideous 
shrieks of those whom thy hand hath destroyed, 
shall pierce the^-r-heH's first welcome. In the bosom 
of that everlasting storni which rains perpetual 
misery in hell, shalt thou, corrupter of youth ! be 
forever hidden from our view : and may God wipe 
out the very thoughts of thee from our memory. 
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